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.  or  peculiar  interest  to  the  Church. 

The  Presbyterial  missionary,  Rev.  Sheldon 
Jackson,  reported  the  organization  of  twenty- 
two  churches,  nearly  all  of  which  will  soon  be 
strong,  self-supporting  churches. 

The  Sidney  (Iowa)  church  will  soon  have 
its  church  building  completed,  while  Bedford, 
Red  Oak  Junction,  Glenwood,  Atlantic,  and 
Avoca  churches  in  Iowa?  and  Lincoln  and 
Pawnee  City  churches  in  Nebraska,  expect  to 
complete  church  buildings  during  the  summer. 

A  special  work  of  grace  was  reported  in  the 
churches  at  Council  Bluffs,  Iowa ;  Brownville, 
Bellevue,  and  Pawnee  City,  Nebraska.  Few 
Presbyteries  have  been  so  favored  from  on 
high,  and  few  have  done  so  much  missionary 
work  within  the  Re-united  Church. 

The  number  of  ministers  has  been  rein¬ 
forced  by  the  addition  of  the  Revs.  A.  Fitz 
Randolph,  V.  D.  Sheely,  E.  Avery,  H.  P. 
Peck,  G.  N.  Swann,  J.  R.  Westcott,  W.  E. 
Hamilton,  H.  C.  Cameron,  and  J.  Long, 
licentiate,  while  a  number  of  theological  stu¬ 
dents  are  spending  their  summer  vacation  in 
missionary  labor.  Still  the  call  is  for  more 
laborers  into  the  harvest. 

The  Rev.  J.  R.  Westcott  was  installed  pas¬ 
tor  over  the  Clarinda  church  during  the  ses¬ 
sions  of  the  Presbytery,  and  a  committee  ap¬ 
pointed  to  install  the  Rev.  H.  C.  Cameron 
over  the  church  at  Plattsmouth,  Nebraska. 

The  church  at  Nebraska  City  has  invited 
the  Rev.  W.  E.  Hamilton  to  become  stated 
supply  for  one  year. 

The  Rev.  Sheldon  J ackson  having  resigned 
his  position  as  Presbyterial  missionary,  to  give 
his  undivided  attention  to  the  mission  work 
in  the  Territories,  it  was  accepted  with  ex¬ 
pressions  of  high  regard  for  his  zealous  and 
successful  labors,  and  the  Rev.  George  Car- 
roll,  the  missionary  of  the  Presbytery  of 
Omaha,  recommended  to  the  United  Board 
to  fill  the  vacancy. 

The  Rev.  T.  H.  Cleland,  Jr.,  was  chosen 
ministerial  delegate  to  the  Assembly,  and 
Judge  E.  II.  Sears,  elder. 

May  the  blessing  of  God  follow  these  abun¬ 
dant  labors,  and  work  out  of  them  all  His 
highest  glory.  Occident. 


Kev.  jf.  irx.  x/iitiiiu. 


resigned  his  connection  with  the  Seconn  rica  , 
byterian  chnrch  there,  and  is  coming  East  to 
rest  and  spend  two  or  three  months.  His 
address,  however,  will  remain  Omaha,  Neb., 
as  heretofore  until  further  notice.  From 
one  of  the  Omaha  papers  we  learn  that  the 
friends  of  Mr.  Dimmick — the  church  having 
split  and  the  larger  portion  sided  with  him — 
called  upon  him  and  his  estimable  lady  on  a 
“recent  evening,  and  presented  them  with 
four  hundred  dollars  in  money,  and  valuable 
gifts  worth  one  hundred  dollars  more,  as  a 
token  of  their  high  regard  and  affection  for 
them.  The  presentation  remarks  were  made 
by  George  W.  Ambrose,  Esq.,  who  did  the 
subject  justice  in  a  brief  manner,  and  the  re¬ 
sponse  of  Eev.  F.  M.  Dimmick  was  feeling¬ 
ly  expressed,  af  ter  which  a  poem  by  Miss 
Lottie  Jones  was  read.  The  occasion  was 
one  of  the  most  enjoyable  we  have  witness- 
e  i  in  many  a  year.  ” 

Rev.  C.  Sanders  wishes  to  announce  to 
the  German  population  of  Fremont  that  he 
will  preach  here  at  the  Schoolhouse,  in  the 
German  language,  on  Sunday,  the  6th  day 
of  June,  and  from  that  time  every  other 
Sunday.  C.  Sanders. 


A  Presbyterian  Church  was  organized  in 
the  northwest  corner  of  Washington,  Co., 
on  Sabbath,  May  30,  by  Rev.  Sheldon  Jack- 
son.  _ _ 

Already  the  Board  of  Church  Erection  is 
able  to  give  even  one-third  the  cost  of 
tiding  small  houses  of  worship.  Tha  peo- 
i  here  are  poor— produce  at  so  great  a  dis- 
ace  from  market,  very  cheap,  and  it  t 
ime  Church  cannot  aid  us  at  least  one-hal 
the  cost  of  building  churches,  other  branches 
'  the  Christian  Church  will  possess  the  field, 
his  is  a  solemn  fact.  Episcopalians  and 
[ethodists  especially  are  building  cnuiehes 
1  over  this  vast  country,  entire!'/  from  their 
ussionary  funds.  The  current  expenses  and 
mtributions  of  the  Boards  cannot  be  de¬ 
feased  if  the  cause  of  our  beloved  Church  is 
j  be  maintained  in  this  region. 

VARIOUS  ITEMS. 

Our  church  building  in  this  city  is  rapidly 
pp reaching  completion.  We  are  hoping  to 


Ret.  J.  C.  Sloan  was  installed  pastor 
of  the  church  of  Lyons,  on  the  evening  of 
June  24,  by  a  committee  of  the  Presbytery 
of  Omaha.  Rev.  J.  M.  Peebles,  of  Decatur, 
who  organized  this  church  several  years 
ago,  and  was  until  lately  its  minister,  con¬ 
ducted  the  introductory  service;  Rev. 
Geo.  L.  Little  preached  the  sermon  and 
delivered  the  charge  to  the  pastor,  and 
Rev.  W.  J.  Young,  of  Tekamah,  delivered 
the  charge  to  the  people.  This  church 
has  been  greatly  prospered  under  the 
ministry  of  Mr.  Sloan,  having-  increased 
;  its  membership  from  eight  to 

At  Kenesaw,  .Nebraska,  a  church  was 
organized,  on  the  16th  of  January,  by  the 
synodical  missionary.  It  will  be  minis¬ 
tered  to  for  the  present  by  G.  C.  GifieD,  a 
licentiate  of  the  Presbytery  of  Kearney, 
who  preaches  also  at  Lowell  and  Osco,  in 
Kearney  County.  /ft-  j/  *7 

A  cHUP.cn  of  nine  members,  with  one 
elder,  was  organized  by  Rev.  George  L. 
Little,  synodical  missionary,  at  Superior, 
Nebraska,  January  12.  This  new  church 
is  united  with  the  one  in  Nelson,  the 
county  seat,  in  a  mission  charge  under 
Rev.  E.  M.  Knox,  who  also  preached  at 
several  other  points  in  the  county.  Z? 

— ^  naB  been  appointed 
j  -“O  jsoard  of  Home  Missions  as  Syn¬ 
odical  Missionary  for  Nebraska.  A11  cor¬ 
respondence  in  regard  to  mission  work  in 
Nebraska  should  be  addressed  to  him,  at 
Omaha,  Neb  Mr.  Little  has  been  a  long 
time  in  the  West,  and  is  well  acquainted 
with  all  phases  of  the  work,  He  is  wel. 
corned  to  the  synodical  work. 


i! 


Eev.  Geo.  L  Little  has  been  appointed 
by  the  Board  of  Home  Missions  as  Syn 
odical  Missionary  for  Nebraska.  All  cor¬ 
respondence  in  regard  to  mission  work  in 
Nebraska  should  be  addressed  to  him,  at 
Omaha,  Neb.  Mr.  Little  has  been  a  loDg 
time  in  the  West,  and  is  well  acquainted 
with  all  phases  of  the  work,  He  is  wel. 
corned  to  the  synodical  work. 

Nebraska.— The  Presbytery  of  Kearney 
as  organized  six  home  mission  churches 

since  its  last  stated  meeting. 


At  Kenesaw,  NebrcJ 
organized,  on  the  16thl 
synodical  missionary.  It  will  be  minis¬ 
tered  to  for  the  present  by  G.  C.  Giffen,  a 
licentiate  of  the  Presbytery  of  Kearney, 
who  preaches  also  at  Lowell  and  Osco,  in  I 
Kearney  County.  _ rr7/ 


A  church  of  nine  members,  with  one 
elder,  was  organized  by  Rev.  George  L 
Little,  synodical  missionary,  at  Superior, 
Nebraska,  January  12.  This  new  church 
is  united  with  the  one  in  Nelson,  the 
county  seat,  in  a  mission  charge  under 
Rev.  E.  M.  Knox,  who  also  preached  at 
several  other  points  in  the  county. 


Fremont,  .Nebraska. — The  Presbyterian 
Church  of  Fremont,  Neb.,  was  dedicated 
to  the  worship  of  God  January  3,  1875. 
Rev.  George  D.  Stewart,  D.  D.,  of  Omaha, 
preached  morning  and  evening.  The  his¬ 
torical  report  and  the  dedicatory  prayer 
were  made  by  Rev.  A.  S.  Foster.  The  j 
church  was  organized  November  23,  1873.  | 
The  building,  commenced  August  20, 1874, 1 
is  32  x  50,  and  will  seat  200  persons.  The  j 
windows  are  of  stained  glass.  The  tow¬ 
er  is  seventy-eight  feet  high.  Total  cost  of 
lot  and  building,  $3,650.  This  church  now 
numbers  twenty-six  members.  2 & 

Rev.  J.  C.  Sloan  was  installed  pastor 
of  the  church  of  Lyons,  on  the  evening  of 
June  24,  by  a  committee  of  the  Presbytery 
of  Omaha.  Rev.  J.  M.  Peebles,  of  Decatur, 
who  organized  this  church  several  years 
ago,  and  was  until  lately  its  minister,  con¬ 
ducted  the  introductory  service;  Rev. 
Geo.  L.  Little  preached  the  sermon  and 
delivered  the  charge  to  the  pastor,  and 
Rev.  W.  J.  Young,  of  Tekamah,  delivered 
the  charge  to  the  people.  This  church 
i  has  been  greatly  prospered  under  the 
|  ministry  of  Mr.  Sloan,  having  increased 
its  membership  from  eight  to  over  sixty. 

'Sr7?\ _ _ 
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The  New  Presbytery  of  Kearney. 

_  j  c  y  •• 

The  Synod  of  Iowa  South,  at  its  last 
meeting,  set  apart  the  western  part  of 
Nebraska,  lying  west  of  a  line  running 
east  of  Nuckolls  County,  as  the  field  to  be 
covered  by  a  new  Presbytery,  to  be  called 
KeSrney.  According  to  the  direction  of 
the  Synod,  the  five  ministers  laboring  in 
this  field  met  at  Kearney  Junction,  No¬ 
vember  18,  at  half  past  seven  P.  M.,  and 
were  organized  into  a  Presbytery  by  the 
appointee  of  the  Synod,  Rev.  Nahum 
Gould.  The  organization  was  preceded 
by  a  sermon  by  Rev.  Geo.  A.  Hutchison, 
of  North  Platte,  Nebraska,  on  1  Tim.  vi. 
20. 

The  following  constitute  the  ministerial 
roll  of  the  Presbytery:  Revs.  Nahum 
Gould,  Geo.  W.  Newell,  Chas.  S.  Marvin, 
Jas.  Griffes  and  Geo.  A.  Hutchison.  Two 
churches  were  represented  by  elders,  and 
more  would  have  been  if  a  mistake  had 
not  been  made  about  the  time.  Rev.  Geo. 
W.  Newell  preached  on  the  second  even¬ 
ing  in  the  school-house  where  our  church 
holds  its  services.  Rev.  Jas.  Griffes  la¬ 
bors  at  Kearney  Junction,  Hastings  and 
Aurora.  The  latter  church  very  lately 
organized  through  his  agency.  Rev.  Geo. 
A.  Hutchison  was  elected  the  clerk  and 
treasurer  of  the  Presbytery.  Rev.  Jas. 
Griffes  and  others  were  appointed  a  com¬ 
mittee  to  bring  before  the  other  Presbyte¬ 
ries  of  the  State  the  subject  of  the  foun¬ 
ding  of  a  Presbyterian  College  at  Hast¬ 
ings  or  at  some  other  good  point.  The 
Presbytery  seemed  to  be  convinced  that 
she  should  from  the  first  give  her  meet¬ 
ings  a  devotional  character,  and  to  that 
end  passed  a  rule  that  two  public  religi¬ 
ous  exercises  should  be  held  every  day  of 
each  session.  The  Presbytery  of  Kear¬ 
ney  is  small  and  weak,  yet  her  ten 
churches  is  the  nucleus  of  a  respectably 
sized  and  influential  Presbytery. 

Geo.  A.  Hutchison, 

Stated  Clerk. 


Nebraska — Tecumseh. — The  Presby¬ 
terian  Church,  Rev.  A.  S,  Powell,  minis¬ 
ter,  are  finishing  a  neat  church  building] 
which  they  expect  to  dedicate  about  thi 
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dedicate  it  to  God’s  service  the  first  Sabbat 'I 
in  October.  The  building  will  cost  abot 
$5,000.  It  is  a  neat  Gothic  building,  31  try ' 
53  feet,  and  will  seat  230  persons.  The  Hoard 
of  Church  Erection  has  promised  aid  to  the 
amount  of  $1,000.  And  had  it  not  been  for 
the  Christian  liberality  of  a  gentleman  residing 
in  Baltimore,  we  could  not  have  built  a  house 
of  worship  at  all.  Our  membership  has  in¬ 
creased  during  six  months,  frpm  ten  to  nearly 
fifty,  and  our  large  congregation  is  continually 
increasing.  With  our  new  house  of  worship 
we  hope  to  grow  rapidly  in  numbers  and  in 
the  grace  of  God. 

The  church  at  Seward  is  without  a  pastor. 
The  Rev.  George  B.  Smith,  a  student  of  the 
Seminary  at  Allegheny,  Pa.,  has  been  preach¬ 
ing  to  this  people  during  the  summer  with 
great  acceptance.  This  field  should  not  be 
left  vacant. 

We  have  a  little  church  at  Ashland  also-] 
now  without  a  pastor.  Ashland  is  the  county 
town  of  Saunders  county,  and  will  soon  be  a  * 
large  and  thriving  place.  Who  will  come  to 
our  aid  ?  Letters  may  be  addressed  to  the 
Rev.  T.  H.  Cleland,  Jr.,  Council  Bluffs,  Iowa> 

or  to - ,  care  of  Parson  Page,  Lincoln, 

Nebraska. 


Churches  Organized.  —  A  Presbyterian 
church  of  twelve  members  was  organized  at 
Avoca,  Iowa,  on  Sabbath,  July  24,  by  the 
Rev.  Melancthon  Hughes,  and  the  Rev.  Geo. 
R.  Carroli,  District  Secretary  for  North-western 
Iowa. 

— On  Sabbath,  July  24,  the  Rev.  Sheldon 
Jackson,  assisted  by  Mr.  Josiah  Welch,  licen¬ 
tiate,  organized  a  Presbyterian  church  of  nine 
members  at  West  Point,  Nebraska.  West 
Point  is  a  flourishing  county  seat  and  railroad 
town.  The  label’s  of  Mr.  Welch  among  that 
people  have  been  much  blessed,  and  very 
general  regret  is  expressed  that  he  must  so 
soon  leave  them  to  return  to  the  Seminary. 

— A  committee,  consisting  of  the  Rev.  T. 
H.  Cleland,  Jr.,  Rev.  George  R.  Carroll, 
Rev.  Sheldon  Jackson,  and  Mr.  Thomas  J. 
Sherrard,  organized  a  strong  Presbyterian 
church  in  the  country,  six  miles  east  of  Council 
Bluffs,  on  Sabbath,  July  21.  This  enterprise 
is  the  result  of  the  efficient  labors  of  Mr. 
Sherrard  during  his  Seminary  vacation. 

— The  Rev.  Mr.  Dimmick,  of  Omaha,  Ne¬ 
braska,  has  resigned  his  connection  with  the 
Second  Presbyterian  church  of  that  city. 


MORE  LABORERS  IN  IOWA  AND 
NEBRASKA. 

We  need  at  least  a  half  dozen  faithful 
ministers  for  Western  Iowa  and  Nebras¬ 
ka  at  once.  The  sooner  they  come  the 
better.  These  newly-organized  churches 
that  have  been  supplied  by  students  from 
the  different  seminaries  during  the  Sum¬ 
mer,  will  soon  be  left  without  the  Gospel. 
They  are  beginning  to  ask,  ‘  ‘  What  shall 
we  do  ?”  And  we,  who  are  on  this  field, 
all  white  for  the  harvest,  with  so  few  la¬ 
borers,  are  asking,  “  What  shall  we  do  ?” 
And  we  ask  the  question  with  the  deepest 
solicitude.  Unless  wre  get  help  soon  some 
cf  these  churches  will,  we  greatly  fear,  be 
lost  to  us  for  all  time  to  come.  They 
must  and  will  have  the  Gospel,  and  if  we 
cannot  give  it  to  them,  they  wall  be  driv¬ 
en  to  the  necessity  of  looking  elsewhere 
for  the  bread  of  life. 

Who  will  come  in  the  spirit  of  the  di¬ 
vine  Master  and  enter  this  glorious  har¬ 
vest-field,  and  gather  these  precious 
sheaves  for  Christ  ? 

Letters  addressed  to  me  in  relation  to 
these  fields  will  be  promptly  answered. 

George  R.  Carroll, 

Council  Bluffs,  Iowa. 

CHURCHES  ORGANIZED. 

A  Presbyterian  church  of  twelve  members 
was  organized  at  Avoca,  Iowa,  on  Sabbath, 
July  24th,  by  Rev.  Melancthon  Hughs  and. 
Rev,  George  R.  Carroll,  District  Secretary 
for  Northwestern  Iowa. 

On  Sabbath,  July  24th,  the  Rev.  Sheldon 
Jackson,  assisted  by  Mr.  Josiah  Welch,  li¬ 
centiate,  organized  a  Presbyterian  church  of 
nine  members  at  West  Point,  a  flourishing 
county  seat  and  railroad  town  in  Western 
Nebraska.  Mr.  Welch’s  labors  in  that  vicin¬ 
ity  have  been  much  blessed,  and  great  regret 
is  expressed  that  he  must  so  soon  leave  to 
return  to  the  Seminary. 

A  committee,  consisting  of  Rev.  T.  H. 
Cleland,  Jr.,  Rev.  George  R.  Carroll,  Rev. 
Sheldon  Jackson,  and  Mr.  Thomas  Sherrard, 

>  licentiate,  organized  a  strong  Presbyterian 
church  on  Sabbath,  July  31st,  in  the  country 
1  six  miles  east  of  Council  Bluffs.  This  enter¬ 
prise  is  the  result  of  the  efficient  labors  of 
Mr.  Sherrard  during  his  seminary  vacation. 

Ashland. — A  Presbyterian  church  of  four¬ 
teen  members  was  organized  Sabbath,  June 
1 26th,  at  Ashland,  Neb.,  by  Rev.  Sheldon 


nearly  cvory  organized  county,  w  1 
fifty-two  ministers,  most  of  them  in 
active  service,  and  a  membership  of 
about  3,000,  or  ono  to  every  hundred  of 
tho  population,  which  is  tho  average, 
for  our  Western  States. 

There  has  been  unusual  activity  in 
the  building  of  churches,  no  less  than 
fourteen  neat,  substantial  houses  of 
worship  having  been  erected  during  tho 
year,  and  all  dedicated  to  the  Master 
free  of  debt.  We  have  now  altogether 
forty  two  church  edifices  in  the  State. 
The  churches  erected  during  the  past 
year  are  mainly  in  central  locations,  in 
growing  towns  on  our  great  lines  of 
travel,  as  at  Hastings,  on  the  Burling¬ 
ton  and  Missouri  Railway  ;  Fairbury, 
on  the  St.  Joseph  and  Denver  ;  North 
Platte,  Grand  Island,  Columbus  and  Pa- 
pillion,  on  the  Union  Pacific  ;  and  Hum¬ 
boldt,  on  the  Atchison  and  Nebraska. 
These  churches,  well  housed  and  min¬ 
istered  to  “by  faithful  pastors,  will  soon 
grow  into  self-support,  and  become  the 
fostering  mothers  of  other  and  feebler 
churches.  We  in  the  West  are  deeply 
grateful  to  our  brethren  in  the  East, 
who  are  aiding  us  so  liberally  through 
our  Board  of  Home  Missions  and 
Church  Erection.  We  send  them  the 
assurance  that  we  are  tryiDg  vigorously 
to  help  ourselves,  and  are  living  in  hope 
that  in  coming  years,  with  the  increase 
of  outward  prosperity,  and  with  the 
blessing  of  God  on  our  church  work, 
we  will  be  able  to  help  ourselves  yet 
more  and  more,  and  to  help  others  also. 

Our  churches  generally  are  now 
looking  upward  for  the  descent  of  the 
Holy  Spirit,  and  are  entering  on  earn¬ 
est,  co-operative  work  for  the  conver¬ 
sion  of  souls  and  the  reviving  and 
strengthening  of  “the  things  that  re-  j 
main."  We  need  nothing  so  much  as 
“the  times  of  refreshing.”  Brethren  of 
the  East,  pray  for  us.  G.  L.  L. 


Rev.  James  D.  Kerr,  of  Nebraska 
City,  has  been  commissioned  Superin¬ 
tendent  of  Home  Missions  for  Nebraska. 
Mr.  Kerr  was  warmly  recommended 
for  the  position  by  the  Presbyterians 
of  that  city,  and  has  before  him  a  wide 
and  growing  field.  We  cordially  wel¬ 
come  him  to  the  arduous  and  respon¬ 
sible  work,  and  wish  him  abundant  sue- 


cess 


Jackson,  assisted  by  Mr.  S.  A.  Shave,  licen¬ 
tiate,  through  whose  labors  the  church  was 
gathered.  Ashland  is  a  flourishing  county 
seat  on-  the  line  of  the  B.  and  M.  R.  rail¬ 
road,  Nebraska  division. 

Corinne.-uThe  organization  of  a  Presbyte-  ' 
rian  church  of  ten  members  at  Corinne, 
Utah,  was  completed  on  the  evening  of  July  j 
14th.  The  services  were  conducted  by  Rev.  j 
E.  E.  Bayliss,  minister,  in  charge,  '  " 

NOTES  PROM  NEBRASKA. 

[CORRESPONDENCE  OF  THE  PRESBYTERIAN.] 

Lincoln,  Nebraska,  Sept.  12,  1870. 

Messrs.  Editors — 1  am  sure  that  warm 
friends  in  the  East  take  great  pleasure  in 
reading  the  details  of  missionary  work  in  the 
West.  The  nature  of  the  country,  its  growth, 
the  success  of  all  educational  efforts,  the  num¬ 
ber  and  size  of  churches — above  all,  the  great 
and  pressing  needs  of  this  “ Great  West”  are 
matters  of  the  first  importance,  not  only  to  the 
Church,  but  the  whole  nation.  There  are 
mighty  problems  to  be  solved,  terrible  conflicts 
to  be  fought  upon  this  border  land,  and  if 
“advices  from  the  front’’  are  dull  and  dry,  it 
is  perhaps  because  those  who  should  rouse  the 
Church  to  the  magnitude  of  her  work  are 
feeding  the  people  upon  “watermelons!” 
The  missionaries  who  are  toiling  and  weeping 
in  this  vast  wilderness  have  no  time  for  any 
thing  more  "juicy”  than  hard  facts  and  tear¬ 
ful  eyes.  It  will  not  go  well  with  the' Church 
when  that  time  shall  come  that  the  reserve 
corps  shall  ridicule  the  cries  of  want  which 
come  up  from  the  vanguard.  When  ordered 
by  the  Lord  of  Hosts  to  go  up  and  possess  the 
land  swarming  with  foreign  races  already,  it 
becomes  the  Church,  while  feasting  on  the 
“good  things”  of  the  present,  to  heed  the 
signs  of  the  times,  and  listen  to  the  voices 
from  the  front.  ,And  I  think  those  who  con¬ 
tribute  either  in  labor  or  money  to  the  advance 
of  Presbyterianism  in  the  West,  are  always 
interested  in  the  workmen  and  their  work. 

Already  we  begin  to  fear  the  effect  of  at¬ 
tempting  to  raise,  the  “  Five  Million  Fund.” 

NEBRASKA*  — — — - 

On  the  24 tb  ult.,  Rev.  Sheldon  Jackson  j 
assisted  by  Mr.  Josiab  Welch,  licentiate,  or-  i| 
ganized  a  Presbyterian  church  of  nine  mem-  '< 

\  bers  at  West  Point,  a  flourishing  county  seat  I 
and  railroad  town  in  Nebraska.  Mr.  Welch’s  j 
labors  in  that  vicinity  have  been  much  blessed  * 
and  great  regret  is  expressed  that  he  must  J 
leave  so  soon  to  return  to  the  Seminary,  j 
P>,ev.  Francis  M.  Diminick  has  resigned  his  (' 
position  as  stated  supply  of  the  Second 
church,  Omaha. 
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PRESBYTERY  OF  OMAHA. 

Tlio  Presbytery  of  Omaha  met  April  8,  at 
Onnawa,  Iowa,  and  was  opened  with  a  sermon 
by  Rev.  Alex.  Sutherland,  of  Schuyler,  Ne¬ 
braska. 

Rev.  Win.  Pelan  was  chosen  Moderator,  and 
John  L.  Gage,  Temporary  Clerk.  Revs.  A.  T. 
Wood  and  Alex.  Sutherland  were  received, 
and  tlicir  names  placed  on  the  roll.  Three 
churches  were  received  under  care  of  the 
Presbytery.  They  were  new  organizations. 
Rev.  Geo.  R.  Carroll  and  Eld.  J.  H.  Kellom 
were  chosen  Commissioners  to  the  General 
Assembly,  and  Rev.  William  Pelan  and  Eld. 
A.  Rockwell  alternates.  The  pastoral  rela¬ 
tions  existing  between  Rev.  F.  M.  Dimmiek 
and  the  Omaha  church  were  dissolved. 

NEBRASKA.  rtv? 

Although  the  youngest  but  one  of 
the  whole  family  of  States,  having  been 
admitted  as  a  State  in  1867,  Nebraska 
is  fast  coming  to  the  front  as  one  of  our 
richest  agricultural  and  stock-produc¬ 
ing  States.  It  has  now  4,0.00,000  acres 
of  land  under  cultivation,  and  has 
raised  the  past  year  (1878)  20,000,000 
bushels  of  wheat,  50,000,000  bushels 
of  corn,  700,000  head  of  hogs,  and 
550,000  head  of  cattle.  The  popula¬ 
tion  of  the  State  has  increased  from  70,- 
000  in  1867  to  350,000  in  1878.  At 
our  present  rate  of  increase,  it  is  con¬ 
fidently  expected  that  in  1880,  when 
the  next  federal  census  is  taken,  the 
population  of  the  State  will  be  nearly, 
if  not  quite,  half  a  million.  No  State 
in  the  Union  has  better  school  facilities 
nor  an  ampler  school  endowment.  The 
permanent  school  fund,  including  un¬ 
sold  land,  amounts  to  about  $15,000,- 
000.  The  State  Superintendent  of 
Public  Instruction  reports  103,737 
scholars  in  the  public  schools.  A  State 
Normal  School  is  well  sustained  at 
Peru,  and  a  State  University  at  Linooln 
amply  endowed,  and  with  an  efficient 
faculty  of  ten  professors  and  an  attend¬ 
ance  of  about  300  pupils. 

The  religious  interests  of  the  State 
are  cared  for  by  the  leading  denomina¬ 
tions-  of  Christians,  of  which  the  Meth¬ 
odist,  Presbyterian  and  Congregation- 
aliet  are  the  most  active  and  aggress¬ 
ive.  Our  Presbyterian  Church  is  well 
manned,  and  is  doing  efficient  work  in 
every  part  of  the  State.  We  have  now 
nipsifty-six  churches,  one  or  more  in 
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(copy) 

Osceola, Iowa, April  24,1869. 

Rev.  Sheldon  Jackson 

Dear  Brother: 

By  the  unanimous  vote  of 
tiie  Presnytery  of  Pes  Moines  in  session 
at  Osceol^April  .S2nd,S5rd,aRd  MtK.you 

_ £T_$.  appointed  and  invited  to  act  as  his- 

Missionary  in  Central  and  Western 
Iowa, as  lar  as  this  Presbytery  has  h;ri8~ 
ifiiction,  *'  * 

(Binned)  Rev.B.S.Tappan, 

Moderator, 

*T  *  M.  Batch©  Icier 
Stated  Clerk, 

Ce  o .  Kruek , 

Temporary  Clerk. 

(Copy ) 

,  Rev  *  Sheldon  Jacks  on , 

Dear  Brother: 

You  are  hereby  appointed  by  the 
presbytery  of  Missouri  River  as  Superin¬ 
tendent  of  Missions  for  Western  T'owa.Fe- 
■\  ^aska ,  DaKo  it*. ,  Idaho  , Mon tana  ,Wy  oniin^  anc* 

-  Utah,  or  as  far  as  our  jurisdiction  ex¬ 
tends. 

Done  in  Session  at  Sioux  City, 
Icy#,, the  1st  Day  of  May , A. D.  ,1869. 

(fiicned)  C.D. Roberts , 

Mode rator , 

J .7. Baird, 

Stated  Clerk, 
T.H.Clelard, 

Temporary  Clerk. 

"  ->  - - -  - --  ..‘■Vf  -  - S*! — 


(copy) 

. 

Rev.  She  Idon  Jackecn, 

^  Pear  Bro the r : 

The  Presbytery  cf  Port  •  •  * 

Podge  have  heartily  concurred  in  the  action 
of  the  Presbyteries  of  Pee  Moines  and 
Missouri  Piver ,an<d  do  hereby  unanimously 
appoint  you  Superintendent  of  Missions  in 
our*  bounds. 

Pone  in  Session  at  Clarksville, 
Iowa,  this  8th  day  of  May,  1839. 

(signed)  R,  Merrill, 

Moderator  , 

Geo.  Graham, 

Stated  Clerk, 
Samuel  Rees , 
Temporary  Clerk. 


I  Nebraska  City,  Nov.  1,  1868. 

Messrs^Editors — Permit  an  humble  la¬ 
bourer  in  the  far  West  to  emphasize,  if 
possible,  the  appeal  lately  issued  by  the 
•Secretary  of  the  Board  of  Domestic  Mis¬ 
sions.  This  ■  Presbytery  (Missouri  River) 
is  peculiarly  a  missionai^  field.  Only 
two  churches  are  self-sustaining.  The 
Presbytery  embraces  a  large  territory— 
Western  Iowa  for  an  hundred  miles  east  of 
the  Missouri  river,  and  the  whole  State 
■of  Nebraska.  This  vast  field  is  rapidly 
filling  up  with  an  active,  energetic  people, 
and.  demands  the  immediate  attention  of 
Christian  labourers.  We  should  go  for¬ 
ward,  but  on  account  of  the  embarrass¬ 
ment  of  the  Board  we  must  go  backward. 

When  we  look  to  the  West,  we  see  the 
i  whole  broad  and  fertile  State  of  Nebraska, 

I  all  within  the  bounds  of  this  Presbytery, 

!  and  all  to  be  occupied.  The  new  capital, 
Lincoln,  has  come  into  importance  within 
a  year.  The  Presbyterians  there  are  anx¬ 
ious  for  a  church,  but  they  cannot  at 
once  afford  a  minister  a  competent  sup¬ 
port.  The  capital  will  be  a  centre  of  in¬ 
fluence.  We  should  immediately  enter 
the  field,  and  place  a  watchman  upon 
that  tower;  but  we  can  do  nothing.  The 
Board  refuses  to  occupy  new  fields. 

The  people  of  Seward  county  have 
been  clamorous  for  an  organization,  and 
Presbytery  granted  their  request;  but 
who  shall  break  unto  them  the  bread  of 
life? 

I  have  been  specific  enough,  and  yet 
the  half  has  not  been  told.  Towns  are 
springing  up  on  the  great  Union  Pacific 
Railroad  which  demand  our  attention. 
It  makes  the  heart  sick  to  review  the 
vast  fields  white  for  the  harvest,  and  to 
think  that  we  cannot  even  feed  and  clothe 
the  reapers.  The  Christian  people  here 
do  nobly;  they  give  liberally;  but  they 
are  not  able  to  bear  the  whole  burden. 

'  There  are  no  rival  Presbyterian  churches 
in  this  vast  region,  to  my  knowledge. 
There  are  no  energies  wasted  by  conflict. 
Re-union  will  not  accomplish  the  work  to 
be  done  here,  except  as  it  stirs  the  Church 
to  more  energetic  effort.  While  re-union 
is  occupying  so  much  attention  in  the 
whole  camp  of  Israel,  these  Western 

l 


picket-guards  feel  that  tffey  are  almost 
forgotten,  and  are  left  to  bear  the  blunt 
of  the  battle  alone.  Those  who  are  bear¬ 
ing  our  standards  directly  against  the 
enemy,  deserve  and  claim  a  share  of  at¬ 
tention  and  support.  It  is  too  much  to 
ask  earnest,  faithful  men  to  preach  the 
gospel,  #and  employ  all  their  energies  in 
the  extension  of  the  Redeems  Is  kingdom, 

I  and  yet  not  even  be  supplied  with  the 
I  necessary  food  and  clothing.  If  they  are 
compelled  by  want,  they  must  engage  in 
some  worldly  employment,  and  then  who 
will  be  accountable  to  Almighty  God  for 
this  secularized  ministry? 

I  do  not  write  thus  warmly  and  ear¬ 
nestly  because  I  am  personally  suffering. 
My  church  is  n-o  longer  dependent,  and 
now  affords  .a  comfortable  support;  but 
no  one  alive  to  the  interests  of  Christ’s 
church,  can  look  over  this  vast  missionary 
field  without  being  greatly  moved. 

Your  servant  in  Christ, 

J.  C.  Elliott. 

A  PROSPEROUS  MISSIONARY  WORK. 

T-  J 

Rev.  J.  M.  Wilson,  of  the  last  gradual- 
ting  class  of  the  Chicago  Seminary,  was 
commissioned,  by  our  Board  of  Foreign 
Missions,  as  a  laborer  among  the  Indians 
in  Nebraska,  and  entered  upon  his  work 
in  May  last.  He  now  writes  that  his 
mission  has  nearly  five  hundred  Winne- 
bagoes  in  its  day  schools.  It  has  also 
three  large  Sabbath  schools,  which  are 
constantly  increasing  in  numbers  and  in¬ 
fluence.  In  his  own  class,  Mr.  Wilson 
has  four  or  five  pupils  who  seem  seriously 
concerned  for  their  salvation.  Rey.  W. 
Hamilton,  the  veteran  missionary  whom 
Mr.  Wilson  is  assisting,  hopes  to  soon 
organize  a  .church  among  the  Omabas, 
about  twenty  of  whom  are  hopeful  lovers 
of  oar  Lord,  and  ready  to  unite  in  a  ! 
church  organization. 

In  a  recent  letter  I  inadvertently 
stated  that,  in  these  missions,  the  Rev. 
Joseph  M.  Wilson  was  “assisting”  the 
Rev.  Mr.  Hamilton.  This  is  not  the 
fact.  While  these  brethren  co-operate, 
their  fields  of  labor  are  distinct.  Mr.’ 
Hamilton  is  stationed  at  the  Omaha  mis¬ 
sion,  while  Mr.  Wilson’s  field  is  among 
the  Winnebagoes,  nine  miles  further  up 
the  river.  The  Winnebago  schools  are 
supported  and  controlled  by  government. 


Under  date  of  February  2d,  Mr.  Wil¬ 
son  writes  from  the  0 mafia  mission  that 
thirty-four  Omahasare  rejoicing  in  Christ. 
Two  white  employees  of  the  mission  were 
also  hopefully  converted  during  a  recent 
series  of  meetings.  0 

Under  date  of  the  28th  of  February, 
the  Rev.  H.  M.  Giftner,  of  Pawnee  City, 
Nebraska,  writes:  —  “You  will  rejoice 
with  me  in  what  the  Lord  is  doing  among 
us  here.  Meetings  have  been  in  progress 
for  one  week  at  one  of  my  preaching 
points,  eight  miles  from  this  place.  As 
the  result  of  these,  twenty-one  have  uni¬ 
ted  with  our  church — two  by  letter,  and 
nineteen  on  examination.  Others  are 
anxiously  inquiring  the  way  of  life,  and 
the  meetings  seem  to  be  growing  in  inter¬ 
est.  A  deep  feeling  pervades  my  entire 
congregation.” 

Omaha,  Neb.-The  Bef.  Thomas ,  Mc- 
Cague  is  doing  a  good  work  m  tins  p  ace. 
Heroes  around  from  bouse  to  bouse,  talk- 
ing  and  praying  with  the  people  and  W 

tributing  religious  books  and  Bibles,  ana 

thus  he  gets  acquainted  with  them  and  is 
hv  this  discipline  better  fitted  for  the  du¬ 
ties  of  the  Sabbath.  His  congregations 
arc  becominc  larger  each  Sabbath,  am 
hope  is  that'some  perishing  sinnera  will  be 

build  up  the  Lord’s  cause  be  prospered. 

Omaha,  Neb. — Fourteen  were  added  to 
the  church  (Rev.  F.  M.  Diminick,  pastor) 
on  the  2d  Sabbath  of  the  year. 

Education  in  Nebraska, 


Messrs.  Editors — The  following  letter 
deserves  a  place  in  your  columns.  Ne¬ 
braska  possesses  a  fine  soil,  which,  with 
the  dry,  cool,  regular  climate,  adapts  it 
especially  to  the  cultivation  of  wheat  and 
other  cereals,  and  to  the  raising  of  supe¬ 
rior  cattle  *and  sheep.  Invalids  freshen 
and  revive  there.  Its  population  is  pos¬ 
sessed  of  intelligence  and  energy,  and  its 
business  is  characterized  by  activity  and 
enterprise.  The  great  artery  of  trans¬ 


continental  trade,  the  Union  Facitic  Rail¬ 
road,  passes  through  its  whole  length. 

Nebraska  City,  whence  our  correspond¬ 
ent  writes,  lies  upon  the  western  side  of 
the  giant  Missouri  river,  not  far  above 
where  the  line  between  the  States  of  Iowa 
and  Missouri  meets  the  opposite  shore. 
Some  enterprising  teacher  would  do  well 
to  correspond  with  the  writer  of  the  letter 
below,  who  is  the  pastor  of  a  flourishing 
Presbyterian  church,  and  will  be  happy 
to  give  any  further  information. 

Very  respectfully  yours,  W.  S. 

Board  of  Education.  Philad'a.,  Jan.  18. 

“Nebraska  City,  Jan.  8,  1308. 
#  *  #  *  *  * 

“For  some  time  members  of  the  Pres¬ 
bytery  of  Missouri  River  have  felt  that 
there  should  be  an  institution  of  learning 
under  the  care  of  the  Presbytery.  At 
the  last  meeting  they  placed  the  whole 
matter  in  the  hands  of  a  committee  of 
five.  Four  of  that  committee  are  ruling 
elders — I  am  the  only  minister  on  the 
committee.  That  an  academy  would  be 
entirely  successful,  can  scarcely  be  doubt¬ 
ed.  It-  seemed  to  be  the  desire  of  the 
members  of  the  Presbytery  to  locate  the 
academy  at  this  place.  Not  only  would 
it  be  supported  by  local  patronage  here’ 
but  from  abroad.  The  element  is  princi¬ 
pally  Presbyterian,  yet  the  parish  school 
of  the  Episcopal  church  is  overflowing. 
They  rejected  seventy  applications  last 
term  on  account  of  want  of  room.  The 
Episcopal  church  also  has  a  boarding- 
school  for  boys,  within  two  miles  of  the 
city,  which  is  full.  They  can  only  ac¬ 
commodate  thirty,  but  they  had  many 
more  applications.  The  most  of  the  boys 
sent  to  that  school  are  from  other  denom¬ 
inations.  I  was  informed,  on  good  au¬ 
thority,  that  two-thirds  of  the  school 
properly  belonged  under  Presbyterian 
influence,  and  would  have  patronized  a 
Presbyterian  institution.  A  number  of 
parents  sent  their  sons  under  protest,  but 
we  had  ho  institution  to  take  its  place. 
That  Church  in  this  State  is  very  High. 
None  of  the  students,  even  at-  the  request 
of  parents,  are  permitted  to  attend  my 
church  or  Sabbath-school. 

“I  mention  these  cases  to  show  that  a 
Presbyterian  academy  would  succeed. 
This  new  State  is  rapidly  filling  up. 
New  towns  are  springing  up  so  numer- 


ously,  that  if  we  would  keep  even  with 
the  tide,  in  moral  and  religious  culture, 
j  we  must  be  adoing  now.  The  new  set¬ 
tlers  are,  to  a  great  extent,  Presbyterian. 

I  Porty-four  have  been  added  to  my  church 
upon  certificate  during  the  last  eighteen 
months. 

“The  great  drawback  is  that  we  are 
not  able  to  find  a  suitable  man  to  take 
charge  of  such  an  institution,  and  carry 
it  forward  with  energy.  I  believe  the 
committee  is  willing  to  do  all  in  its  power, 
if  the  right  man  could  be  found  to  take 
charge  of  the  enterprise.  It  would  re¬ 
quire  one  intelligent  and  well  educated. 
There  are  ignorant  and  unrefined  people 
here,  but  there  are  also  many  who  are 
highly  educated.  Eight  or  ten  colleges 
are  represented  by  graduates  in  my  church 
and  congregation.  A  person. only  willing 
to  take  charge  of  such  an  enterprise  for  a 
year  or  two,  and  who  then  would  enter 
I  some  other  calling,  would  scarcely  suc¬ 
ceed.  A  man  with  a  family,  who  had 
experience  in  teaching,  and  who  purposed 
making  that  the  work  of  his  life,  would 
be  preferable.  I  hope  that  we  will  be 
able  to  find  some  man  entirely  qualified 
-  for  the  position,  and  who  would  enter 
upon  the  work  with  energy  and  zeal,  for 
nothing  will  succeed  in  the  West  unless 
it  be  entered  upon  in  earnest. 

“Trulv  yours,  J.  C.  Elliott.” 

Otoe  University,  Nebraska  City. — 
The  fall  session  of  the  Academic  depart¬ 
ment  of  this  institution  closed  last  week. 
The  examination  of  the  classes  continued 
through  two  days,  and  gave  entire  satisfac¬ 
tion  to  the  Trustees  and  other  friends  pres¬ 
ent. 

Dr.  Diefendorf,  the  President  of  the  in¬ 
stitution,  has  surrounded  himself  with  a 
corps  of  thoroughly  competent  and  effi¬ 
cient  teachers. 

The  University  is  yet  in  its  infancy,  only 
the  Academic  department  having  been 
established.  At  the  close  of  the  first  four 
years,  however,  it  will  be  opened  out  as 
a  fully  organized  University,  with  appro¬ 
priate  buildings  and  all  appointments  com¬ 
plete. 

The  aim  of  the  founder  is  to  afford  a 
collegiate  education  as  cheap,  thorough 
and  safe  as  it  can  be  obtained  anywhere  in  j 
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tiac. 

The  United  Presbyterians  have  just  organized 
a  congregation  in  the  Far-West,  at  Omaha, 
where,  by  the  appointment  of  tbe  last  Assembly, 
Rev.  Thos  Macague  is  laboring.  They  have  also 
just  completed  a  new  hou^eof  worship  in  Y  heel- 
iug,  Ya.  Thus,  the  organization  or  erection  of 
rinp  Presbvterian  churches  is  reported. 

Church  Organization.— A  Presbyterian 
church  was  organized  on  Sabbath',  14th  inst., 
by  the  Rev.  George  R.  Carroll  and  the  Rev. 
Sheldon  Jackson,  at  Lone  Tree,  Nebraska ; 
the  Hon.  John  L.  Martin  ruling  elder.  The 
new  organization  starts  with  thirty-eight 
members,  and  has  a  promising  future.  Lone 
Tree  is  the  county  seat  of  Merrick  county, 
and  is  on  the  Union  Pacific  Railroad,  132  ' 
miles  west  from  Omaha. 

- : — — i : 
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Church  Organized.— A  church  was  or¬ 
ganized  at  Bell  Creek,  Nebraska,  on  May 
30th,  by  the  Rev.  Sheldon  Jackson. 


Presbyterianism  in  Nebraska. 

Messrs.  Editors  —  The  Presbyterian 
Church  has  not  been  behind  in  this  new 
State.  Before  white  men  thought  of  per¬ 
manently  settling  here,  Presbyterian  mis¬ 
sionaries  were  on  the  field  endeavoring  to 
civilize  and  Christianize  the  Indians.  The 
Rev. William  Hamilton,  (Father  Hamilton, 
as  he  is  now  affectionately  called  by  us 

younger  men,)  was  here  with  the  gospel 
long  before  the  Union  Pacific  Railroad 
was  dreamed  of.  The  old  log  mission  at 
Bellevue,  and  the  present  mission  at 
Omaha  Agency,  clearly  attest  the  interest 
of  the  Presbyterian  church  in  the  In¬ 
dians. 

When  permanent  settlements  began  to 
be  made,  pioneer  Presbyterian  ministers 
soon  appeared,  and  though  often  discour¬ 
aged  and  disheartened,  they  have  labor¬ 
ed  on  ever  since,  supported  by  faith  and 
prayer.  There  has  been  constant  pro¬ 
gress  from  the  first,  but  recently  there 
has  been  very  rapid  growth.  It  is  only 
recently  that  population  began  to  flow  in 
rapidly,  so  only  recently  has  it  been 
necessary  for  the  church  to  take  hold  of 
the  field  in  earnest.  Three  years  ago 
there  were  only  seven  Presbyterian 
churches  in  Nebraska,  now  there  are  in 
the  united  church  twenty-five  (twenty 
Old-school,  five  New-school)  organiza¬ 
tions,  every  place  of  importance  has  been 
visited.  There  is  no  town  of  a  hundred 
inhabitants  in  the  State  without  its 
Presbyterian  church.  There  are  also  in 
the  State  six  feeble,  struggling  United 
Presbyterian  churches,  served  by  three 
good,  orthodox,  Psalm-singing  ministers. 

The  most  of  these  churches  are  very 
young.  They  are  only  in  the  infancy  of 
their  days.  Sixteen  of  the  number  are 
not  two  years  old.  Only  five  of  the 
whole  number  have  houses  of  worship 
completed,  some  are  endeavoring  to  build, 
while  others  must  remain  for  years  de¬ 
pendent  upon  school-houses,  court-houses, 
and  publio  halls  for  places  of  meeting. 
Only  nine  enjoy  the  stated  means  of 
grace.  The  most  of  our  churches  are 
only  occasionally  called  together.  Our 
capital,  Lincoln,  has  neither  house  nor 
minister. 
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rne  great  need  of  all  these  churches  is 
settled  ministers.  Itinerants  will  not  an¬ 
swer  the  purpose.  They  may  rush  from 
house  to  house  through  a  village,  and 
overflow  with  zeal ;  but  their  influence  is 
feeble,  and  their  ideas  of  the  field  imper¬ 
fect.  Twice,  in  a  hurry  and  on  short 
acquaintance,  I  selected  certain  persons 
for  ruling  elders,  whom  I  thought  the 
very  men  for  that  high  office,  who  were 
afterwards  found  unfit  for  membership, 
and  they  were  not  received  into  the 
churches".  Only  the  settled  ministers  can 
know  the  flock,  and  only  a  settled  minis¬ 
ter  can  show  that  consistent,  upright, 
holy  life  which,  in  this  country,  is  more 
necessary  than  preaching. 

Nebraska. 

- . - V»v— - 

For  the  Presbyterian. 

THE  UNION  PACIFIC  RAILROAD  0C- 
CUPIED  FOR  PRESBYTERIANISM. 

Messrs.  Editors — The  Rev.  Sheldon 
Jackson,  acting  for  the  Presbytery  of  j 
Missouri  River,  has  succeeded  in  se; 
curing  three  efficient  young  men  for  mis¬ 
sionary  work  along  this  road.  .  L 

Mr.  J.  N.  Hutchison,  licentiate,  will 
occupy  the  four  most  important  towns 
west  of  Omaha,  between  the  Missouri 
River  and  the  crossing  of  the  North 
Platte. 

The  Rev.  John  L.  Gage,  after  success¬ 
fully  erecting  two  church  buildings,  and 
being  permitted  to  reap  a  spiritual  har¬ 
vest  in  Minnesota,  has  gone  to  Cheyenne 
and  Laramie,  to  repeat  his  work  of  laying' 
foundations  and  erecting  church  edifices. 

The  Rev.  M.  Hughs,  compelled  by  the 
state  of  his  health  to  resign  his  charge  at 
Bellvue,  Nebraska,  has  gone  out  to  Raw¬ 
lings,  Bryan,  Ogden,  and  Corinne,  hoping, 
in  the  bracing  atmosphere  of  the  Rocky 
Mountains,  to  do  full  pioneer  work. 

In  addition  to  the  above,  the  Rev.  Mr. 
Van  Arsdale  has  commenced  with  great 
energy  a  second  church  enterprise  at 
Omaha,  in  a  part  of  the  city  wholly  un¬ 
occupied  by  other  evangelical  bodies. 
j  This  gives  stated  Presbyterian  preach* 
ng  at  nearly  every  important  station 
along  this  great  highway  of  nations,  be¬ 
tween  Omaha  and  Promontory  Point— a 
distance  of  more  than  one  thousand  miles! 
These  fields  will  be  trying  ones,  and  th$ 
young  men  greatly  need  the  prayers  anjl 
sympathies  of  God’s  people.  These  rni^-’ 
eions  will  also  be  costly  ones  ;  and  to 
-  carry Jhern  on  efficiently,  and  at  the  same 


time  keep  up  the  other  enterprises  claim¬ 
ing  the  attention  and  support  of  the 
Church,  will  require  of  the  churches 
largely  increased  contributions  to  the 
■board  of^Domestic  Missions. 

- - — 


Correspondence  of  the  Presbyterian. 

LETTER  FROM  NEBRASKA. 

Messrs.  Editors — With  two  others  on 
the  top  of  a  stage  coach,  loaded  down 
with  mail  and  express  matter,  and  crowd¬ 
ed  with  passengers,  I  started  from  Ne¬ 
braska  City  for  Lincoln,  on  the  morning 
of  the  2d  inst.  There  is  a  beauty  in 
stage  riding  unknown  to  the  East.  Four 
live,  dashing  horses,  though  not  so  strong, 
make  a  more  interesting  team  than  one 
iron  horse.  There  is  also  such  spirit 
among  the  passengers,  that  he  must  be  a 
sour  and  unsocial  being  who  can  remain 
wrapped  in  dignity,  or  refuse  a  hearty 
laugh  during  an  hour’s  ride.  Our  horses 
on  this  occasion  were  not  very  dashing, 
but  the  morning  was  bright,  and  the  pas-  ' 
sengers  were  merry. 

Stage  passengers,  like  railroad  passen¬ 
gers,  wish  to  ride  fast.  I  have  been  cured. 
That  has  been  frequently  necessary  that 
I  might  meet  my  appointments.  On  one 
occasion  it  was  necessary  to  make  unu¬ 
sually  good  time  over  bad  roads.  The 
Jehu  declared  that  he  would  do  his  best. 
He  went  at  a  fearful  rate,  through  mud 
holes  and  over  ricketty  bridges,  and 
across  the  prairie,  over  the  gopher 
mounds.  I  was  the  only  passenger,  and 
the  coach  bounded  terribly.  My  tall 
hat  struck  one  side,  then  the  other,  then 
the  top,  till  it  was  ruined,  and  my  head 
was  sore,  when  I  plead  for  slower  driv¬ 
ing,  declaring  that  I  preferred  missing 
my  appointment  to  losing  my  life. 

The  route  from  Nebraska  City  to  Lin¬ 
coln  passes  through  a  rich  country  thal 
is  filling  up  very  rapidly.  The  railroad 
to  unite  these  two  points  is  already  part¬ 
ly  graded.  '  A  prairie  fire  met  us  with  its 
long,  irresistible  blazing  line,  but  it  was 
burning  comparatively  slowly,  in  short  [ 
grass,  and  we  passed  over  it  unsinged. 

Arriving  at  Lincoln,  the  new  capital  of 
Nebraska,  we  found  the  town,  which  is 
only  eighteen  months  old,  containing  not 
less  than  one  thousand  inhabitants.  They 
are  not  a  rude,  half-savage  people,  but  as 
educated  and  refined  as  any  community 
in  the  East.  This  gentleman  with  whom 
I  stop  is  a  graduate  ^of  Williams,  and 


i  strange  to  say,  that  young  man  who  sells 
milk  at  the  door,  is  a  graduate  of  Hamil¬ 
ton,  New  York.  On  Sabbath  the  con¬ 
gregations  were  intelligent  and  attentive 
and  showed  refinement  and  taste.  Those 
who  think  that  ministers  of  ordinary 
talents  and  attainments  who  fail  in  the 
East,  may  succeed  in  the  West,  make  a 
great  mistake.  This  western  field  re¬ 
quires  the  first  talents,  piety,  and  cul¬ 
ture. 

The  Protestant  Methodists  have  a  flour¬ 
ishing  society  here,  and  have  begun  the 
erection  of  a  fine  stone  church.  On  Sab¬ 
bath  we  organized  a  Presbyterian  church 
under  favorable  auspices.  Short  notice 
had  been  given,  yet  nine  at  once  entered 
the  organization.  One  elder  was  chosen, 
and  in  the  evening  installed  as  ruling 
elder  in  that  church.  He  has  the  benefit 
|  of  large  experience,  having  served  in 
that  office  for  years  in  another  State. 
For  the  present  they  will  occupy  the 
Senate  Chamber  of  the  capitol,  but  they 
hope  to  complete  a  house  of  worship  of 
their  own  before  the  close  of  the  summer. 
Lincoln  will  be  a  centre  of  moral,  reli¬ 
gious,  and  .political  influence  in  this 
State.  The  State  University,  the  State 

Asvlums,  and  all  the  State  institutions 
</  • 

located  here,  together  with  the  fertile 
lands  and  valuable  salt  springs,  will 
make  this  a  place  of  no  small  importance. 
Our  church  should  not  be  permitted  to 
flag  for  want  of  a  suitable  minister,  nor 
for  want  of  means.  Nebraska. 

For  the  Presbyterian. 

PRESBYTERY  OF  MISSOURI  RIVER. 

Messrs.  Editors — The  Presbytery  of 
Missouri  River  met  in  Sioux  City  on  the 
29th  April.  I  introduce  you  to  the  Pres¬ 
bytery  as  most  of  the  members  stand  on 
the  high  bluff  above  the  city,  which 
rises  from  the  Missouri  river  hundreds  of 
feet,  almost  perpendicularly.  Ministers 
sometimes  come  West  to  look  over  the  field. 
This  Presbytery  is  looking  over  the  field. 
Almost  beneath  their  feet  is  the  town  of 
Sioux  City.  To  the  east,  as  far  as  the  eye 
can  reach,  they  view  the  rolling  prairies 
of  Iowa.  To  the  west  is  the  broad  State 
of  Nebraska.  To  the  north-west  the  wild 
territory  of  Dakotah  ;  and  they  strain 
their  eyes  to  catch  a  glimpse  of  a  grove, 
to  the  north-east,  said  to  be  in  the  State 
of  Minnesota. 

Sioux  City  is  a  town  of  about  twenty- 
five  hundred  inhabitants,  and  is  growing 
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rapidly.  It  possesses  the  usual  western 
proportion  of  rascals.  Saloons  are  numer¬ 
ous,  and  are  apparently  well  patronized. 
Our  flesh  was  made  to  creep  by  being 
shown  three  ropes,  dangling  from  the 
large  branch  of  a  tree ;  and  by  being  told 
that  shortly  before,  three  thieves  were 
there  hanged  by  mob  law.  Two  mem¬ 
bers  of  Presbytery  going  home  from 
church  on  Sabbath  evening,  were  endan¬ 
gered  by  a  shooting  affray,  into  -which  they 
unwittingly  ran,  and  we  were  all,  soon 
alter,  called  out  by  the  burning  of  a  fine 
barn,  the  work  of  an  incendiary. 

The  churches  in  this  place  are  all  quite 
small.  The  Presbyterian  church  is  as 
large  as  any.  It  has  only  thirty-eight 
members,  but  is  united  and  prospering 
under  the  faithful  ministry  of  the  Rev. 
A.  E.  Smith.  There  is  just  now  more 
religious  interest  in  the  church  than  there 
has  been  for  years.  The  earnest  prayers 
and  efforts  of  the  members  of  Presbytery 
perhaps  deepened  the  impression,  and  it 
is  hoped  that  Mr.  Smith  now  is  begin¬ 
ning  to  reap  the  fruit  of  what  he  has 
been  sowing  in  tears  for  years. 

This  is  peculiarly  a  missionary  Presby¬ 
tery,  and  the  spirit  of  missions  seems  to 
pervade  all  that  it  does.  The  subject  of 
missions  was  the  great  topic  from  the 
opening  to  the  close.  Two  missionaries 
to  the  Indians,  the  Rev.  Mr.  Hamilton 
and  the  Rev.  Mr.  Wilson,  reported  good 
progress.  Mr.  Wilson  obtained  the  good 
will  of  the  Winnebagoes,  with  apples  and 
such  dainties,  till  he  won  their  hearts, 
and  is  now  exerting  a  good  influence  over 
them,  though  none  as  yet  have  been  con¬ 
verted.  The  Rev.  William  Hamilton  re¬ 
ported  a  good  work  of  grace  among  one 
band  of  the  Omahas.  Many  have  been  con¬ 
verted,  and  the  work  still  goes  on.  This  1 
is,  however,  more  particularly  a  home  j 
missionary  field.  This  great  Missouri 
valley  is  rapidly  filling  up  ;  railroads  are  1 
being  built  in  every  direction,  and  new 
towns  spring  up  as  if  by  magic.  No  won-  1 
der  the  Presbytery  was  alive  to  the  cause 
of  missions.  The  Rev.  Sheldon  Jackson 
was  elected  PreBbyterial  missionary.  He 
enters  upon  the  work  at  once,  and  with  1 

his  usual  energy  and  zeal.  We  hope 
great  things  may  be  accomplished.  A 
number  of  new  men  were  recommended 
for  new  fields,  and  many  new  fields  w'eie 
recommended,  for  which  we  have  not  been 
able  to  find  suitable  men.  Many  import¬ 
ant  points  demand  our  immediate  atten¬ 
tion.  Towns  a £e  springing,  u£  on  the 


railroads,  on  the  N.  WT,  the  U.  P.,  the  i 
C.  B.  and  St.  Joe,  the  B.  M.,  the  R.  I.  and 
M.,  and  on  the  S.  C.  and  P.,  and  other 
roads  in  course  of  construction,  that  must 
not  be  neglected.  Eyes  may  be  opened, 
when  I  say  that  this  Presbytery  embraces 
an  extent  of  territory  greater  than  all 
New  England,  with  New  York  added.  It 
extends  to  the  Rocky  Mountains.  We 
hope  to  have  a  man  soon  in  Helena,  to 
look  after  the  spiritual  welfare  of  the 
miners  in  that  distant  Territory  of  Mon¬ 
tana,  and  also  to  send  a  man  to  Salt  Lake, 
the  very  heart  of  Mormondom.  If  the 
Board  of  Missions  can  give  us  one-half 
the  assistance  that  we  need,  this  Presby¬ 
tery  will  double  its  ministers  and  its 
churches  during  the  ensuing  year.  "We 
must  increase  thus  rapidly,  if  we  keep 
pace  with  the  demands  of  this  vast  and 
important  field. 

The  railroads  kindly  returned  the  mem¬ 
bers  of  Presbytery  free,  which  was  grati¬ 
fying  to  home  missionaries  "with  empty 
pockets.  Superintendent  Strong  also 
kindly  loaded  all  the  members,  that  re¬ 
turned  through  Council  Bluffs,  upon  an 
engine,  and  took  them  down  to  see  the 
western  wonder,  the  Omaha  bridge,  the 
foundation  of  which  is  now  being  laid. 
This  wras  explored  and  explained  to  their 
satisfaction,  when  they  were  again  loaded 
and  returned.  As,  therefore,  the  Presby¬ 
tery  was  introduced  to  you,  standing  upon 
the  high  bluff  above  Sioux  City,  you  can 
now  take  leave  ofthem  as  they  are  scram¬ 
bling  down  from  the  pile  of  wood  in  the 
“  tender,”  upon  which  they  have  had 
their  free  and  merry  ride. 

Nebkaska, 

DOMESTIC  MISSIONS. 

Grand  Island,  Nebraska. 

Sweeping  down  the  Black  Hills,  and 
■shooting  far  out  into  the  plain,  twenty- 
four  hours  on  the  Pacific  Railroad  brought 
us  eastward  from  Laramie  to  Grand  Is¬ 
land. 

Grand  Island  is  a  small,  but  growing 
village  on  the  Union  Pacific  Railroad,  in 
the  valley  of  the  Platte,  one  hundred  and 
fifty-three  miles  west  of  Omaha.  It  re¬ 
presents  at  present  the  extreme  western 
limit  of  farming  settlements  in  that  sec¬ 
tion,  those  who  would  adventure  further  ! 
being  restrained  by  the  occasional  visits 
of  hostile  Indians.  The  Indians  being 
driven  back,  a  large  emigration  is  expecri 
ed  next  season. 

^  •  ■»  r  .  i  i  •  .  . 
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lie  IVLetnouiSG  cuureu  was  tne  soie 
representative  of  Protestantism.  The 
Homan  Catholics  '’have  the  only  church 
building. 

PREACHING  VCrSUS  MOSQUITOES. 

An  appointment  being  made  for  preach¬ 
ing  in  the  school-house  in  the  evening, 
one  of  the  citizens  went  an  hour  before¬ 
hand  to  build  a  smudge  before  the  door 
and  smoke  out  the  mosquitoes.  In  spite 
of  smoke,  however,  they  gathered  in  such 
numbers  that  it  was  not  deemed  expe¬ 
dient  to  attempt  to  preach.  We  remained 
long  enough  to  organize  a  church  and 
elect  two  good  elders,  after  which  we 
beat  a  hasty  retreat. 

The  Presbyterian  church  of  Grand  Is¬ 
land  enters  into  life  with  considerable 
promise.  Two  eligible  lots  were  donated 
for  a  church  building,  and  a  committee 
appointed  to  secure  funds.  Before  snow 
flies  they  hope  to  dedicate  a  church  to_ 
the  worship  of  God.  In  this  enterprise 
they  have  the  hearty  co-operation  of  the 
Methodists. 

After  a  comfortable  night’s  rest  in  the 
“  prophet’s  chamber,”  which,  by  the  way, 
is  a  carpenter  shop  by  day,  we  took  the 
train  to 

COLUMBUS. 

Columbus,  like  Grand  Island,  claims  a 
population  of  four  or  five  hundred.  It  is 
also  the  proposed  junction  of  a  railroad 
from  Sioux  City,  and,  according  to  George 
Francis  Train,  the  future  capital  of  the 
country,  being  midway  between  Boston 
and  San  Francisco.  It  is  also  a  county 
seat.  Like  all  the  other  villages  in  the 
Platte  valley,  being  surrounded  by  agri¬ 
cultural  lauds  of  almost  unlimited  extent 
and  unsurpassed  richness,  it  has  a  hope' 
ful  future.  Therefore,  in  the  name  of  th< 
Presbyterian  Church,  we  took  possession! 
(“  Begin  to  possess,  that  thou  mayest  inj 
herit  his  land,”  Deut.  li.  31,)  and  planted 
another  vine  of  promise. 

Again  taking  the  cars,  forty-five  miles 
biings  us  to  Fremont,  the  junction  of  thd 
Sioux  City  and  Pacific  Railroad  with  the 
Union  Pacifies  Railroad.  Transferring  to 
the  cars  of  the  former,  we  were  soon  at 
the  pleasant  village  of  Blair.  Blair 
named  after  John  I.  Blair  of  New  Jer¬ 
sey,  is  the  point  where  the  railroad 
crosses  the  Missouri  river.  The  village 
13  about,  six  months  old,  and  claims  to 
have  built,  on  an  average,  a  house  per 
day.  Certainly  its  appearance  would 
have  dune  creilit  to  villages  of  much 
greater  age.  A  warm  welcome  awaited 


'us  at  Lie  depot,  and  we  were  soon  at 
home  among  Presbyterians  whom  we  met 
for  the  lirst  time.  On  Sabbath  afternoon, 
August  15th,  in  the  unplastered  and  un¬ 
seated  Methodist  church,  was  organized 
the  Presbyterian  church  of  Blair,  and  in 
the  evening,  with  much  solemnity,  was 
ordained  and  installed  the  newly  elected 
elder.  Other  denominations  commenced 
services  at  that  point  earlier  than  we  ; 
ours,  I  thiulr,  was  the  first  organization. 
Two  handsome  lots,  fronting  on  the  pub¬ 
lic  square,  were  donated  for  the  church 
building. 

On  Monday  we  returned  to 
FREMONT. 

An  appointment  had  been  made  for 
eleven  o’clock,  A.M.,  at  which  time  a  Pres¬ 
byterian  church  was  organized  and  an 
elder  duly  elected — an  elder  that  “has 
had  a  theological  training,  and  is  able  to 
go  out  and  preach.  Some  of  the  citizens 
have  purchased  twTo  lots,  and  presented 
them  to  the  church.  A  church  building 
'is  a  necessity,  and  must  be  erected  this 
fall.  j 

Fremont  is  beautifully  situated  at  the  , 
junction  of  the  Platte  and  Elkhorn  val-  1 
leys,  and  claims  from  three  to  four  thou¬ 
sand  people,  making  it  the  most  import¬ 
ant  place  between  Omaha  and  Cheyenne, 
a  distance  of  five  hundred  miles.  These 
four  churches  have  been  gathered  by  the 
summer’s  work  of  Mr.  J.  N.  Hutchison, 
during  a  seminary  vacation.  The  after¬ 
noon  train  brought  me  home  to  supper. 

And  thus,  by  the  blessing  of  God, 
safely  ended  a  missionary  tour  of  thirty-  , 
five  hundred  miles,  twelve  hundred  miles 

of  which  was  by  stage  ; — a  trip  involving 
an  unusual  amount  of  physical  discomfort 
and  suffering.  But  hardships  and  dan¬ 
gers  were  more  than  balanced  by  the  great 
privilege  of  organizing  eight  churches, 
and  opening  up  these  vast  sections  to  the 
work  of  the  Church. 

A  MEMORABLE  YEAR. 

The  year  1869,  memorable  in  Presbyte¬ 
rian  annals  for  the  consummation  of  the 
Union,  will  also  be  remembered  as  the 
beginning  of  Presbyterianism  in  the  ter¬ 
ritories  of  Arizona,  Utah,  Montana,  Wy¬ 
oming,  and  Dakota.  This  latter  has 
some  Presbyterian  churches  among  the 
Indians,  but  I  tbink  not  among  the 
whites.  It  has  also  been  a  year  of  in¬ 
creased  energy  among  the  Presbyterians 
of  Nebraska  and  Iowa. 

’  ifi  A  /<  rtnrt  w»  ya,  1  inL  ^  ^  1  ' 


1‘ or  me  acjuLupu’bTXLLren  b  or  mis  great 
work,  the  Church  is  indebted,  through 
the  blessing  of  God,  to  the  energetic  and 
self-denying  labors  of  Messrs.  Elliott, 
Giltner,  Peck,  and  Hutchison,  in  Ne¬ 
braska;  Messrs.  Day  and  Campbell,  in 
Colorado;  Rev.  John  L.  Gage,  Wyoming; 
Rev.  M.  Hughes,  Utah;  Rev.  Mr.  Skin¬ 
ner,  Arizona;  and  Rev.  D.  F.  McFar¬ 
land,  New  Mexico.  Last,  but  not  least, 
Rev.  T.  H.  Cleland,  Jr.,  of  Council  Bluffs, 
Iowa,  who,  although  ably  and  efficiently 
filling  the  post  of  pastor  of  one  of  the 
largest  Presbyterian  churches  (one  hun¬ 
dred  and  seventy-five  members)  in  Iowa, 
has  yet,  with  a  rare  devotion  to  missions, 
so  given  the  extension  of  the  Church  his 
personal  attention,  as  to  add  very  much 
to  the  efficiency  and  success  of  the  noble 
workers  at  the  front. 

Sheldon  Jackson. 

•>T  r  II 


A  CHURCH  HEEDED. 

Rev.  M.  Y.  Wan.  Arsdale,  a  gradu¬ 
ate  of  the  North-western  Theologi¬ 
cal  Seminary,  has  located  at  the  city 
of  Omaha,  and  is  vigorously  engaged 
in  trying  to  raise  funds  to  build  a 
church.  The  object  is  a  good  one. 
Mr.  Y.  has  the  indorsement  of  his 
Presbytery,  and  of  the  President  and 
Secretary  of  the  Committee  of  Chur  ch 
Extension.  We  wish  him  success,  j 

CnxmcnES  Organized. — Churches  were 
organized  by  Rev.  Sheldon  J ackson,  assisted 
by  Rev.  John  L.  Gage,  at  Laramie,  Wj  onl¬ 
ine  Territory,  Aug.  10th,  and  at  Grand 
Island,  Nebraska,  Aug.  12th.  Assisted  by 
Mr.  J.  N.  Hutchison,  licentiate,  at  Colum¬ 
bus,  Nebraska,  Aug.  13th,  at  Blair,  Aug. 
15th,  at  Fremont,  Aug.  16th,  and  at  Corn¬ 
ing,  Iowa,  Aug.  22d. 

jurmius  duwim  ujn  ’  UUR  SEARCH 
FOR  THE  SUNSET.— No.  H. 

Snrr.HAS,  Summit  of  the  Kooky  Mountains,) 
September  llt.li,  18C9.  J 

Messrs.  Editors — Eight  thousand  two 
hundred  and  fifty  feet  above  the  surface 
of  the  sea!  And  yet  the  atmosphere  is 
perfectly  delicious,  the  temperature  de¬ 
lightful.  Our  whole  party,  being  fortu¬ 
nate  enough  to  be  on  a  special  train,  that 
will  stop  for  us  any  where,  are  out,  armed 
with  fi^ld  glasses,  searching  the  moun¬ 
tain  tops  for  Pike’s  Peak  and  Long's 
Peak,  three  hundred  miles  to  the  south¬ 


ward.  Whether  or  no  the  two  snow- 
eoverod  tips  that  are  pointed  out  as  those 
goals  which  have  proved  fatal  to  so  many 
eager  seekers  after  sudden  wealth,  arc 
the  veritable  peaks,  we  cannot  say.  The. 
view  i8  most  remarkable,  most  extraordi¬ 
nary.  Our  vocabulary  will  not  furnish 
forth  words  enough  to  give  even  faint 
expression  to  the  grandeur,  the  gorgeous¬ 
ness! 

Our  last  letter  left  our  party  in  the 
water,  cn  route  between  Chicago  and 
Omaha.  We  were  stayed  some  hours, 
and  finally  floated,  or  swam,  or  waded 
through  two  mdes  of  track  covered  with 
two  feet  of  water,  and  then  rode  through 
a  beautiful  portion  of  Iowa,  until  we 
reached  Council  Bluffs,  about  mid-day. 

A  ferry  across  the  Missouri,  and  an 
omnibus  ride  of  two  miles,  brought  us  to 
Omaha,  that  first  of  the  “mushroom 
cities”  that  owe  their  rise  and  progress  to 
these  two  great  railroads,  the  Union 
Pacific  and  the  Central  Pacific.  The 
rainy  season  was  just  over,  and  the  roads 
beginning  to  dry  into  firmness  once 
more;  but  enough  of  the  mud  remained 
to  tell  very  plainly  what  it  had  been. 
Our  load  was  lauded  at  the  Cozzens 
House,  one  of  four  hotels  about  the 
same  in  style,  and  all  indulging  in  East¬ 
ern  prices — board  per  diem  four  dollars. 
We  had  excellent  rooms,  a  good  dinner, 
and  the  best  of  attendance.  Then  we 
sallied  forth  in  quest  of  letters  from 
home,  and  tidings  of  our  engineer,  to  see 
whom,  our  journey  had  been  taken.  To 
our  delight,  but  a  few  moments  elapsed 
before  be  walked  in,  and  we  knew  our 
troubles  were  at  an  end,  and  wo  under 
the  best  of  guidance. 

We  took  a  gaslight  drive  and  walk 
through  the  city  after  tea,  going  into 
various  shops,  and  otherwise  investigat¬ 
ing.  Omaha  claims  twenty  thousand  in¬ 
habitants,  and  has  some  very  handsome 
houses  and  buildings.  The  next  morning 
we  spent  driving  around  the  town,  up  on 
the  bluffs  which  lie  hack  from  the  river, 
and  in  presenting  our  letters  of  intro¬ 
duction. 

The  very  handsomest  building  is  the* 
new  Presbyterian'  church,  (New-schookJ* 
built  of  brick,  with  dark  stone  trimmings  , 
It  is  only  in  progress  ?.s  yet,  with  tbS 
finishing  all  to  do,  windows  to  put  in,'J 
inside  to  complete,  and  so  forth.  It  is  a 
two-story  budding,  with  the  basement 
arranged  for  Sunday-school  purposes,  and 
there  the  congregation  now  worship. — 


We  tried  to  see  the  Presbyterian  minis¬ 
ter,  Rev.  Mr.  Dimmick,  but  failed  to  do 
so. 

There  are  quite  a  number  of  church 
buildings  in  Omaha,  most  of  them  hand¬ 
some  and  substantial  structures;  three  of 
these  are  Episcopal,  three  Presbyterian, 
two  Romanist,  and  others  of  various  de¬ 
nominations. 

In  the  afternoon  we  drove  over  to 
Council  Bluffs.  This  city,  though  of 
greater  age  than  Omaha,  is  but  half  its 
size.  We  wanted  to  find  Rev.  Sheldon 
Jackson,  who  makes  his  home  here;  but 
he  was  away  upon  one  of  his  missionary 
tours.  As  he  is  somewhere  on  the  line 
of  the  Union  Pacific  Railroad,  we  hope 
to  encounter  him.  General  Dodge,  Chief 
Engineer  of  the  Union  Pacific  Road,  lives 
at  Council  Bluffs,  and  our  party  were 
most  hospitably  and  pleasantly  enter¬ 
tained  at  his  home.  He  also  courteously 
tendered  us  all  an  invitation  to  continue 


^superintendents  and  engineers. — 
<it  eight  or  ten  ladies  made  up  the 
/  •A'jy,  and  a  pleasanter  one  it  would  be 
hard  to  find. 

The  afternoon’s  ride  was  a  pleasant 
one,  and  we  stopped,  at  about  eight  P.  M., 
at  Grand  Rapids,  for  supper.  By  morn¬ 
ing  the  commissary  department  was  in 
full  working  order,  and  we  sat  down  to 
breakfast  in  the  “  parlor”  of  the  officers' 
car,  a  party  of  eighteen  at  one  table, 
which  was  oovered  with  the  most  luxu¬ 
rious  meal.  Salmon,  trout  fresh  from  the 
streams  that  morning,  caught  for  us  es¬ 
pecially,  by  telegraph;  antelope  steaks, 
that  vught  have  come  from  the  hinds 
\we  had  already  seen  bounding  away  at 
the  sound  of  the  locomotive  whistle ;  with 
every  variety  of  breakfast  comestibles 
that  could  be  furnished  hungry  souls  at 
any  first-class  hotel  table.  Certainly  we 
could  have  no  fears  of  suffering  the  pangs 
of  hunger. 

The  chief  amusement  of  the  morning 


our  journey  westward  in  the  “  Officers' 

Car,”  which  was  to  start  the  next  day,  was  the  watching  for  “dog  towns,”  and 
conveying  the  committee  of  the  Union  poting  the  curious  antics  ot  these  prairie 
Pacific  Railroad  to  meet  the  “  five  eminent  inhabitants.  Small  mounds  by  the  thou 


American  citizens”  appointed  by  Con¬ 
gress  to  examine  and  report  upon  these 
two  great  roads.  Mr.  Oliver  Ames,  Pre¬ 
sident  of  the  Union  Pacific  Railroad, 


sands,  arranged  in  regular  rows  resem¬ 
bling  streets,  are  the  signs  of  a  “town.” 
The  inhabitants  sit  on  top  of  their  houses, 
enjoying  the  air  and  sunshine,  and  occa- 


Judge  Wilson,  member  of  Congress  from  sionally  you  see  two  together,  but  mostly 
Iowa,  and  General  Dodge,  formed  the ;  l4  18  solitary  felicity  Now  and  then  we 
committee.  We  were  very  glad  to  accept  passed  a  “deserted  village  ;  whether  it 
this  courtesy,  and  I  write  from  the  car,  wa3  *  PiaiIl  _  we  ^ad 

which  might  be  supposed  to  be  any  thing 
but  a  car,  as  the  couches,  and  easy  chairs, 
and  general  appointments,  are  befitting 
an  elegant  drawing-room,  and  not  a  mere 
travelling  conveyance. 


no  means  of  deciding.  We  could  see  the 
signs  of  buffalo,  left  by  these  wild  deni¬ 
zens,  but  they  are  of  years  gone  by.  Ci  v- 
ilization,  in  the  form  of  a  railroad,  has 
been  too  much  for  these  rampant  and 


At  three  o’clock,  therefore,  on  Friday  ™isterons  creatures;  they  have  followed 

...  •  i ,  •  '  .  i  i  4  the  course  of  empire  westward, 

afternoon,  a  special  train  westward  left  ,  -  ...  1  4„  TfVnr{1 

-  --1--  - f  x  . — Home  Missions— Destitutions  in  lowa 


Omaha,  consisting  of  a  baggage,  commis¬ 
sary,  and  officers’  car,  and  a  Pullman 
sleeping  car,  yclept  the  “  Chicago,”  fitted 
up  in  most  luxuriant  style,  even  to  hav¬ 
ing  a  cabinet  organ  built  in  the  centre. 
Not  often,  we  fancy,  has  one  train  carried 


and  Nebraska. 

Rochester,  Minn.,  April,  1809. 
Messrs.  Editors— Recently  having  oc¬ 
casion  to  visit  Nebraska,  I  was  pained  at 
the  backwardness  of  our  church  in  occu- 


so  many  railroad  dignitaries;  for  besides  pying  important  points.  While  in  yeais 
the  three  distinguished  gentlemen  men-  past  a  great  and  good  .work  has  been  t  one 
tioned  above,  the  party  included  Mr.  D.  by  the  church  in  Eastern  and  Southern 
C.  Huntington,  Vice-President  of  the  ^a,  the  Western  and  Northern  part  has 
Central  Pacific,  Colonel  Crocker,  their  been  most  sadly,  if  not  criminally,  ne- 
General  Superintendent,  Colonel  Town,  p\QCted.  . 

Colonel  Hammond,  General  Superintend-  &  jf  any  lover  of  our  Presbyterian  Zuon 
ent  of  the  Union  Pacific,  Mr.  Reid,  Con-  -would  have  his  eyes  opened  to  tnese  ues- 
structing  Engineer,  General  Ev.ana  of  titutions,  let  him  take  his  atlas  and  tuin 
Colorado,  and  President  of  the  Denver  |0  Hie  map  of  Iowa.  in  those  twen  y 
and  Pacific.  Road,  and  a  number  of  divi-  northern  counties,  so  well  watered  by  a 


I 


I 


/ 
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net-work  of  small  streams — ttie  garden 
portion  of  the  whole  State — in  all  that 
broad  section  we  have  but  four  ministers. 

Or  conceive  a  line  drawn  from  the  north¬ 
east  corner  of  Emmett  county  (longitude 
94°  30')  south  across  the  State  to  the 
southeast  corner  of  Ringold  county,  and 
in  all  the  region  west  of  that  line,  com¬ 
prising  more  than  one-third  of  the 
State,  we  have  but  two  or  three  minis¬ 
ters.  Or  leaving  out  of  view  those 
settled  along  the  Missouri  river,  and  we 
have  a  region  twice  the  size  of  New 
Jersey  without  a  Presbyterian  minister. 

Or  travel  along  the  line  of  the  Iowa  divi¬ 
sion  of  the  Chicago  and  Northwestern 
Railroad,  and  for  two  hundred  miles  east 
of  Council  Bluff,  we  have  no  minister. 

Again,  we  have  none  for  one  hundred 
and  fifty  miles  eastward  of  Council  Bluff, 
on  the  Chicago,  Rock  Island  and  Pacific  ! 
Railroad  ;  or  for  one  hundred  miles  east  on  I 
the  Chicago,  Burlington,  and  Missouri 
Railroad.  There  are  none  on  the  Sioux 
City  and  Pacific  Railroad;  nor  any  where 
in  the  region  east  of  Sioux  City  for  one 
hundred  and  twenty  miles,  either  on  the 
line  of  the  McGregor  and  Sioux  City 
Railroad,  or  the  Dubuque  and  Sioux  , 
City  Railroad.  And  yet  along  these; 
railway  lines  are  flourishing  villages, 
with  a  population  ranging  from  five 
hundred  to  five  thousand.  Then  pass¬ 
ing  over  into  Nebraska,  we  find  that 
with  the  exception  of  three  or  four  minis¬ 
ters  along  the  Missouri  river,  and  per¬ 
haps  one  other,  we  have  no  ministers  in 
that  whole  State. 

I  can  not  learn  that  we  have  a  single 
minister  along  the  line  of  the  great  Union 
Pacific  Railroad,  from  Omaha  to  Califor¬ 
nia,  or  in  any  of  the  territories  north  of 
that  road.  As  a  church,  we  are  entirely 
unrepresented  in  the  growing  territories 
of  Dakota,  Wyoming,  Montana,  Idaho, 
and  Nevada,  and  perhaps  have  but  one 
or  two  ministers  each  in  Colorado,  New 
Mexico,  and  Arizona.  And  yet  although 
new,  that  country  is  rapidly  filling  up. 

It  is  estimated  that  the  emigration  into 
Missouri  la3t  year  added  200,000  to  her 
population.  Iowa  received  from  150,000 
to  200,000,  Minnesota  100,000,  Kansas 
75,000,  Nebraska  50,000.  And  this  emi¬ 
gration  bids  fair  to  be  equally  large  this 
year. 

And  that  which  flows  into  Iowa,  Mis¬ 
souri,  and  Nebraska  is  very  largely  a* 
Presbyterian  emigration,  that  is,  a  larger 
per  centage  are  Presbyterian  than  of  any 
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other  one  denomination. 

And  they  are  right  in  looking  to 
their  own  church  for  the  institutions  o 
the  gospel.  Shall  they  be  disappointed  { 
Must  they  be  compelled  to  seek  church 
homes  in  other  folds,  because  neglected 
by  their  own  church  ?  They  certainly 
will  be,  unless  our  church  takes  a,  higher 
stand  with  reference  to  the  claims  the 
;  West  has  upon  her  prayers  and  money. 
The  Presbyteries  of  Desmoines,  Port 
Dodge,  and  Missouri  River  occupy  this 
missionary  field,  and  should  more  largely 
have  the  sympathy  and  prayers  of  the 

church.  _ _  ,  , 

The  Rev.  Mr.  Elliott,  of  Nebraska 

City,  and  the  Rev.  T.  H.  Cleland7  Jr.,  of 
Council  Bluffs,  are  burdened  by  this  state 
of  things,  and  are  doing  what  they  can, 
but  they  have  important  and  growing 
churches  demanding  their  labors. 

The  Rev.  Mr.  Candlish,  of  Omaha,  has, 
for  the  past  season,  prosecuted  itinerant 
labors  with  great  energy  and  success,  but 
has  now  been  called  to  another  sphere 
of  labor.  Any  ministers  desiring  to  cast 
in  their  lot  with  those  faithful  brethren, 
and  do  pioneer  work  for  Christ,  may  write 
for  further  information  to  the  Rev.  T.  H. 
Cleland,  Jr.,  Council  Bluff,  Iowa;  Rev.  J. 
M.  Batchelder,  Albia,  Iowa;  the  Rev. 
George  Graham,  Clarksville,  Iowa,  or  the 
Rev.  James  Frothingham,  Lansing,  Iowa. 

Parties  desiring  fields  in  Minnesota, 
may  w’rite  to  our  Synodical  missionary, 
the  Rev.  D.  C.  Lyon,  Sti  Paul,  Minnesota. 
,  Praying  that  the  heart  of  the  church 
{may  be  more  and  more  turned  to  its  mis- 
|  ’sionary  work,  I  remain  very  truly  yours. 

Sheldon  Jackson. J 


•sciences. 


DR.  CUYLER’S  SUMMER  LETTERS. 
Y. 

Omaha,  Aug.  4, 1869. 

On  Monday  morning,  at  ten  o’clock,  we  left 
Chicago  ;  which,  instead  of  the  unmeaning 
appellation  of  “the  Garden  City,”  should I 
be  called  the  Locomotive  city.  It  is  the  rail¬ 
road  centre  of  the  West,  and  is  driving  at 
steam-engine  speed  towards  the  sovereignty 
of  the  whole  Mississippi  valley.  We  came 
I  hither  by  the  Northwestern  railway,  which 
delivers  its  passengers  a^oss  the  Mississippi 
at  Fulton  in  six  hours,  and  at  the  muddy 
wharf  of  Omaha  in  twenty-two  hours.  It 
brought  us,  too,  in  a  palace.  Pullman  is  “  an 
institution  ”  in  the  West,  even  as  our  friend 
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Moody  tlie  lay -preacher  is  an  institution  m 
Chicago.  His  cars,  with  their  luxurious 
berths  and  upholsteries  and  rich  carpets, 
roll  along  through  prairie  cabins  and  rude 
I  hamlets,  while  at  the  East  our  residents  of 
i  great  cities  are  doomed  to  ride  in  cars  fit  for 
f  an  emigrant  train.  I  noticed,  with  some 
1  pride,  that  the  gorgeous  palace-car  in  our 
train  bore  the  name  of  my  native  region 
Cayuga.  We  also  had  with  us  the  Wasatch 
on  her  return  to  California  from  the  first 
through  trip  from  sea  to  sea. 

What  a  garden  is  northern  Hlinois  !  But 
the  fertility  of  Iowa  quite  as  much  surpris¬ 
ed  me.  It  would  seem  as  if  those  two  com¬ 
monwealths,  with  their  soil  a  mile  deep, 
ought  to  give  bread  to  the  whole  nation. 

Omaha  has  lost  her  bridge,  and  is  approach¬ 
ed  by  a  shabby  ferry  and  a  quagmire.  The 
city  already  has  nearly  20,000  inhabitants. 

I  In  the  lower  part  of  the  town  about  every 
fourth  building  is  a  hotel  or  a  “saloon.” 

I  observed  a  crowd  of  fair-haired  Norsemen 
sitting  around  a  “  Scandinavian  Home,”  and 
a  Dutch  group  smoking  pipes  before  a  “St. 
Nicholas.”  An  hundred  Teutons  are  tip¬ 
pling  beer  in  a  “Garten  ”  across  the  street 
*t  this  moment.  These  are  the  elements 
that  are  deluging  the  West.  Shall  the  Lord  j 
have  them— or  the  Pope— or  the  Devil  ? 

I  am  rejoiced  to  find  that  the  most  beau¬ 
tiful  church  edifice  in  Omaha  is  that  of  our 
Presbyterian  flock.  Bro.  Dimmick  is  now 
out  of  town.  Behind  the  Presbyterian 
church  rises  “the  Bluff";  and  that  bluff, 
let  me  say,  is  worth  a  long  journey  to  see. 

It  sweeps  down  the  western  side  of  the  city; 
and  the  view  from  the  steps  of  the  old  State 
Capitol  on  its  summit,  at  the  hour  of  sun¬ 
set,  is  the  most  magnificent  I  have  ever  seen 
in  the  whole  Whst.  It  takes  in  the  winding 
Missouri  with  its  broad  green  valley  and  its 
ramparts  of  bluff  for  thirty  or  forty  miles. 
The  private  residences  on  this  height  are 
very  beautiful.  That  of  Keuntze  the  bank¬ 
er  is  very  stately  ;  while  in  the  streets  be¬ 
low  it  I  saw  to-day  a  group  of  Omaha  In¬ 
dians  strolling  half  naked  and  wretched, 
though  they  were  lords  of  the  manor  here 
ten  years  ago  ! 

Omaha  is  destined  to  be  the  chief  town 
on  the  grand  route  from  Chicago  to  Califor¬ 
nia.  It  is  a  capital  base-line  for  Home  Mis¬ 
sions.  These  estern  prairies  have  the  most 
beautiful  soil  into  which  a  plough  was  ever 


driven.  But  they  lack  three  things — they  lack 
trees,  and  hills,  and  to  a,  sad  degree  church¬ 
es.  During  the  last  two  days  I  have  twice 
travelled  for  twenty-five  miles  through  a  per¬ 
fect  garden  of  fertility,  and  did  not  discover 
a  single  church  of  any  description  !  Once  I 
was  in  Iowa,  and  once  in  Nebraska.  It  is 
true'  that  the  regions  were  sparsely  settled  ; 
but  even  where  the  people  pitch  their  tents 
more  closely,  they  too  often  build  big  barns 
before  they  think  of  even  a  small  church 
for  the  living  God.  As  the  West  feeds  us 
with  daily  bread,  let  the  richer  East  send 
them  the  Bread  of  Life.  No  investment 
will  pay  a  larger  percentage  than  every  dol¬ 
lar  given  now  to  our  Church  Erection  Board. 

About  four  hundred  Mormon  converts — 
mostly  Norwegians — came  in  last  night,  and 
are  broiling  here  in  the  hot  sun  to-day. 
They  go  to  Salt  Lake  too  late — yonder  lo¬ 
comotive  is  fatal  to  Brigham  Young’s  beast¬ 
ly  confederacy. 

I  came  upon  a  public  reading-room  of  the 
Young  Men’s  Christian  Association  in  Oma¬ 
ha,  and  found  The  Evangelist  on  file.  The 
able  manager  of  the  Union  Pacific  Bailway, 
j  Col.  C.  G.  Hammond,  is  a  zealous  Presbyte- 
'  rian.  Our  friend  Gov.  Bross,  and  Vice  Presi¬ 
dent  Colfax  go  through  to-morrow  for  Cali¬ 
fornia.  Gen.  Schofield  came  in  last  night. 
The  Pacific  Express  train  which  leaves  here 
every  morning  at  nine  o’clock  is  just  off.  An 
hundred  passengers  are  arranging  them- 
/  selves  in  the  luxurious  cars  for  a  nineteen 
hundred  miles  journey  to  Rufus  Choate’s 
“  great  tranquil  sea.”  T.  L.  C. 

My  last  hurried  letter  was  from  Omaha. 
Beyond  that  thrifty,  bustling  young  city — 
the  future  metropolis  of  the  Missouri  valley 
— I  took  a  brief  ride  on  the  new  Pacific  Rail¬ 
way  out  into  the  valley  of  the  Platte.  On 
either  side  of  the  road  lies  the  mile-deep 
prairie  soil  waiting  to  be  £  ‘  tickled  with  a 
plow  that  it  may  laugh  with  a  harvest.” 
Not  one  acre  in  fifty  has  been  touched.  This 
skie  of  Fremont  I  looked  from  the  window 
of  Pull  man’s  palace-car  out  over  a  broad  lev¬ 
el  monotonous  sea  of  rich  prairie ;  not  a 
knoll,  not  a  house,  not  a  fence,  and  not 
scarcely  a  tree  in  all  the  wide  horizon.  How 
God  has  been  keeping  that  magnificent  gar¬ 
den  hidden  from  the  eyes  of  civilization  for 
fifty  centuries  !  Is  it  not  for  “  His  Son  for 
an  inheritance  ”?  Is  not  that  rail-track  the 


highway  for  the  King,  over  which  He  shall 
send  His  messengers  to  the  ends  of  the  earth 
and  to  them  that  are  afar  off  upon  the  sea  ? 
Before  tl .  ‘  historic  year  of  Presbyterian  Re¬ 
union  is  e  ver,  a  million  of  dollars  should  be 
pledged  lor  Church  Erection  ;  and  of  this,  a 
bountiful  quota  should  be  expended  on  the 
lines  of  the  “Northwestern,”  “Rock  Is¬ 
land,”  and  “  Union  Pacific  ”  Railways.  In 
the  East,  towns  made  railroads ;  in  the 
West,  railroads  make  towns.  And  with  the 
locomotive  comes  Methodism.  Why  should 
not  our  zealous  brethren  spur  us  on  to  a 
generous  rivalry  in  the  work  of  our  common 
Lord  and  Saviour  ? 

NEBRASKA. 

Dear  Banner:— Please  permit  a 
friend,  through  the  medium  of  your 
far-spread  weekly  visits,  to  gratify 
many  inquiring  friends,  by  replying  to 
their  inquiries  in  relation  to  Richard¬ 
son  County,  Nebraska. 

Be  it  known  to  all  concerned,  that 
in  the  course  of  human  events  the 
writer  never  was  enamored  with  Ne¬ 
braska  as  a  State,  being  apprized  of 
its  bleak  winters  and  the  scarcity  of 
fuel.  However,  in  compliance  with  a 
call  to  labor  as  a  missionary  in  the 
south-east  county  in  the  State,  I  find 
a  beautiful  country.  There  is  no  richer 
soil  or  milder  climate  in  the  State. 
However,  there  are  some  very  sudden 
changes  in  the  weather  ;  for  instance, 
on  Sabbath  morning,  January  16th,  it 
was  quite  warm  and  drizzling  rain, 
but  about  11  o’clock  there  was  heard 
in  the  west  the  noise  of  a  mighty, 
rushing  wind,  and  in  ten  or  fifteen 
minutes  the  whole  atmosphere  seemed 
changed.  The  afternoon  and  night 
were  the  stormiest  and  coldest  of  the 
season.  And  again  on  last  Saturday, 
after  a  fortnight  of  very  mild  weather, 
it  was  so  cold  and  stormy  that  I  rode 
for  miles  with  my  eye-lids  frozen  to¬ 
gether.  These  were  uncommon  in¬ 
stances. 

Although  the  great  Pacific  Railroad 
does  not  run  through  Richardson 


County,  I  am  pretty  sure  that  it-  runs 
through  no  superior  soil  in  Nebraska. 
There  is  a  railroad  running  from  Bur¬ 
lington,  Iowa,  and  westward  bound, 
that  passes  through  the  whole  length 
of  the  county,  affording  all  the  rail¬ 
road  facilities,  East  and  West,  that 
are  needed.  This  road  is  completed 
from  the  Missouri  river  till  within 
three  miles  of  Falls  City.  Tne  county 
is  said  to  be  the  best  farming  county 
in  the  State,  and  is  being  improved 
rapidly.  Property  is  advancing  in 
price. 

While  I  never  advise  my  friends 
who  are  settled  comfortably  elsewhere 
to  pull  up  stakes  and  emigrate  to  any 
new  country,  yet  I  would  by  this  com¬ 
munication  whisper  to  Presbyterians 
who  are  determined  to  migrate  West, 
on  all  hazards,  procrastinate  not.  De- 
lays  are  dangerous.  We  want  true 
blues — not  drones.  Now  is  the  time 
to  secure  comfortable  homes  and 
prominent  places  in  the  church.  Come 
determined  to  endure  hardness  as  a 
good  soldier.  Come  without  delay. 
However,  in  your  haste,  be  snre  and 
briDg  your  religion  with  you.  Trades¬ 
men  of  almost  every  calling  are  need¬ 
ed.  I  would  especially  invite  compe¬ 
tent  physicians  to  come  and  cast  in 
their  lot  with  us.  There  are  fine 
openings  here  and  at  Salem,  Not  be¬ 
cause  this  is  a  sickly  region,  although 
people  do  sicken,  and  sometimes  die, 
but  because  of  the  scarcity  of  compe¬ 
tent  doctors.  Who  among  the  doctors 
will  come  ? 

To  all  Presbyterians:  When  you 

arrive  at  Falls  City,  inquire  for  the  ] 
Presbyterian  minister,  and  do  not  give  i 
up  the  chase  till  you  find  him.  In  . 
case  of  his  absence,  call  upon  Messrs. 
Fulton  &  Weaver,  attorneys  at  law,, 
who  will  assist  you  in  selecting  a  home. 

Yours  respectfully, 

G-.  McConnell  S.  .  . 

Falls  City,  Richardson  County ,  Neb. 


OMAHAS. 


Crossing  over  the  country  until  we  rea 
the  north-eastern  portion  of* Nebraska,  and] 
come  to  the  Omaha  Mission,  established 
1840,  and  where  the  Rev.  W.  Hamilton  is 
work.  In  this  tribe  are  two  distinct  partie 
the  progressive  or  Christian,  and  those  w 
adhere  to  old  customs  and  superstitious  rit< 
lie  former  are  desirous  for  the  improve  me 
of  the  tribe,  and  show  in  their  advancerm 
over  the  other  the  elevating  influence  of  I 
truth.  Among  this  portion  the  religion  of ' 
Cross  has  manifested  its  power,  and  a  chur 
organized  a  year  ago,  contains  some  thirty-fi 
members.  The  other  party  is  opposed 
evangelistic  work,  and  through  their  agen 
mainly,  though  seconded  by  others, °  tl 
I>oai ding-school  has  been  discontinued  sim 
the  last  of  September.  This  school,  whic 
was  largely  supported  out  of  their  annuit 
funds,  has  exerted  a  happy  effect  over  mam 
; but  not  to  the  extent  it  would,  had  it.  receive 
.the  encouragement  of  the  whole  band  an 
some  of  the  agents  of  the  Government.  Mi 
Hamilton  will  now  be  able  to  direct  more  „ 
his  labors,  freed  from  the  embarrassments  o 
the  school,  to  direct  ministerial  work. 


W1NNEBAGOES. 


Near  to  this  tribe  is  that  of  the  Winneba- 
gaes,  who  are  on  land  that  once  belonged  to 
the  Ornahas.  Experimental  work  was  begun 
among  them  in  the  latter  part  of  1868.  °  It 
was  hoped  that  the  way  would  be  clear  for  es¬ 
tablishing  a  permanent  mission  among  them, 
and  the  Rev.  Joseph  M.  Wilson  was  there 
with  this  end  in  view.  He  has,  however,  felt 
constrained  to  leave  this  field  for  another,  and 
at  present  the  mission  is  suspended. 

Going  south  until  we  reach  the  Indian  ter¬ 
ritory  which  lies  to  the  west  of  Arkansas,  and 
north  of  Texas,  and  we  come  to  tribes  where 
the  gospel  has  shown  its  renovating  and  ele¬ 
vating  power,  and  where  are  Christian  people 
with  their  own  government  and  laws.  The 
Board  has  missions  among  two  of  the  inter¬ 
esting  tribes  in  this  section  of  our  country, 
though  the  third,  and  in  some  respects  the 
most  advanced  of  the  tribes— the  Choctaws— 
and  where  the  Board  had  its  largest  opera¬ 
tions,  is  now  connected  with  the  Southern 
Presbyterian  Church. 


Otoe  University.— This  is  an  Institution 
founded  by  our  Church  in  Nebraska  City, 


Nebraska,  which  is  slowly  growing  up  mio 
importance.  Rev.  J.  C.  Elliott  is  the  Presi¬ 
dent,  with  a  number  of  assistant  teachers.  It 
has  buildings  suitable  for  its  purposes  in  Ne¬ 
braska  City,  which  have  been  lately  improved. 
A  paper  of  that  place,  of  a  late  date,  says; 

"It  is  in  contemplation,  as  soon  as  possible, 
to  provide  the  college  with  a  library,  a  cabi¬ 
net,  and  scientific  apparatus.  The  students 
have  already  established  a  literary  society  and 
reading  room,  and  have  the  matter  of  com¬ 
mencing  a  library  now  in  band.  The  site  of 
the  Institution  is  in  the  most  beautiful  part  of 
the  city,  surrounded  by  native  trees,  good 
substantial  dwellings,  and  land  that  lies  hand¬ 
somely  for  residences.  It  is  near  enough  to 
Main  street  for  all  business  convenience,  and 
yet  so  much  retired  as  to  be  free  from  all  the 
noise  and  bustle  of  busy  trade.” 


NOTES  FROM  NEBRASKA. 


[CORRESPONDENCB  OP  THE  PRESBYTERIAN.] 

The  Capital — The  Churches — Want  of 
Church  Building  for  Presbyterians. 
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Messrs.  Editors — Many  letters  are  lying  be¬ 
fore  me  from  strangers  in  various  parts  of  the 
country,  requesting  information  concerning 
Lincoln,  the  capital  city  of  the  State.  I  have 
thought  that  the  Church  might  be  interested 
in  the  progress  of  Presbyterianism  in  this  re¬ 
gion,  and  especially  concerning  the  growth  of 
our  little  church  in  this  place.  Hence  these 
notes. 

About  two  years  since  the  seat  of  the  State 
government  was  removed  from  Omaha  to  Lin¬ 
coln.  In  the  opinion  of  the  wise  in  such  mat¬ 
ters,  no  more  desirable  site  for  a  capital  town 
could  have  been  selected.  It  is,  indeed,  a 
beautiful  spot.  Eifty-two  miles  west  from  the 
Missouri  river,  it  is  situated  in  the  midst  of  a 
fertile  prairie  country,  well  watered,  and 
nearly  every  foot  of  which  is  susceptible  of  the 
highest  cultivation. 

The  prairie  is  high  and  rolling.  The  soil  is 
loose,  sandy,  loam,  and  from  throe  to  five  feet 
in  depth.  There  are  no  swamps,  and  only  on 
the  margin  of  the  principal  streams  will  you 
find  any  marsh  or  wet  land.  Salt  Creek  flows 
toward  the  north,  a  little  west  of  the  town, 
and  furnishes  not  only  very  good  water-power 
for  machinery,  but  also  twenty  per  cent,  of 
pure  salt.  Lincoln  now  has  a  population  of 
about  two  thousand,  mostly  composed  of  young 
people.  The  learned  professions  are  well  rep- 
sented  for  the  present  size  of  the  place.  We 
have  about  twenty  members  of  the  legal  pro. 
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fession  in  active  practice ;  fifteen  physicians, 
and  nearly  a  dozen  clergymen.  Not  all  the 
latter,  however,  are  engaged  in  the  regular 
duties  of  their  profession  ;  some  of  them  are 
seeking  with  great  zeal,  and  I  doubt  not  with 
right  motives,  to  turn  some  of  the  Lord’s 
money  from  the  flood-tide  of  real  estate  into 
the  channels  of  grace.  We  have  already  many 
fine  residences.  The  Secretary  of  State,  Hon. 
T.  P.  Kennard,  and  the  State  Auditor,  Hon. 
Mr.  Gillespie,  are  each  about  completing 
dwellings,  the  respective  cost  of  which  will 
be  $8,000.  The  residence  of  Governor  But¬ 
ler,  nearly  finished,  will  be  over  $15,000.  The 
Capitol  is  completed  for  present  use,  though 
not  finished  as  to  full  plan.  The  design  is 
similar  to  the  Parliament  buildings,  London. 
The  main  walls  are  built  of  the  dark  brown 
sandstone  found  in  the  immediate  vicinity  in 
great  abundance.  These  walls  are  faced,  to 
the  thickness  of  ten  inches,  with  a  fine  quality 
of  Magnesia  limestone,  nearly  equal  to  mar¬ 
ble.  A  large  quarry  of  this  stone  is  found 
near  Beatrice,  about  thirty  miles  south. 

Among  the  other  public  buildings,  the 
Asylum,  and  the  first  of  the  University  build¬ 
ings,  are  to  be  completed  the  present  season. 
The  Burlington  and  Missouri  Bailroad  will  be 
in  readiness  for  trains  by  the  1st  of  May;  and 
before  the  end  of  the  year  the  Omaha  and 
South-western  and  the  Midland  Pacific  will 
both  be  completed  to  this  point. 

I  have  thus  briefly  indicated  a  few  of  the 
more  prominent  features  of  interest  connected 
with  Lincoln,  and  which  indicate  grounds  for 
future  prosperity  scarcely  equalled  by  any 
town  in  the  West,  that  the  Church  may  per¬ 
ceive  something  of  the  great  importance  to 
the  cause  of  Christ  in  securing  a  firm  and 
prominent  foothold  in  this  city.  The  Metho¬ 
dist  Episcopal  Church  and  the  Congrcga- 
tionalists  have  each  built  small  houses  of 
worship.  The  Protestant  Methodists  have 
part  of  a  large  edifice  completed,  which,  as 
projected,  will  cost  $45,000.  The  Camp- 
:  bellites  are  building  also,  and  have  a  house 
of  worship  nearly  enclosed.  We  would  not 
(  wish  any  to  infer  from  this  fact  that  the  “  dip- 
theory"  prevails  to  any  alarming  extent  in 
this  region.  It  is  a  very  “  healthy ”  section, 
bivth  physically  and  morally. 

'The  Episcopalians  and  Baptists  have  or¬ 
ganisations  ;  and  I  believe  nearly  eveiy  known 
religious  body  has  received  a  grant  from  the 
State  of  three  lots  within  the  city  limits. 
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Upon  these  lots  each  church  must  erect  a 
buildings  suitable  for  religious  services,  within 
two  yeaiV  from  February  1,  1869,  or  the  lots 
are  forfeit Wl.  Our  little  church,  through  the 
kindness  of  Howard  Kennedy,  Esq.,  made  a 
selection  of  lots  near  the  centre  of  the  city,  at 
the  intersecti  on  of  the  streets  leading,  on  the 
one  hand,  frcMi  the  Capitol  on  the  east  to 
the  proposed  (Gourt  House  on  the  west,  and 
on  the  other  lian'd,  the  street  leading  from  the 
University  on  the  north  to  the  proposed  Peni¬ 
tentiary  on  the  so  vth.  Each  of  these  three 
lots  is  to-day  worth  >  *ne  thousand  dollars.  To 
secure  them,  we  mus  t  build  a  chapel  this  sea¬ 
son.  But  we  are  a  little  flock,  and  we  can 
only  look,  trust,  and  la  bor— resting  upon  the 
promise,  “Fear  not,  ‘little  flock,  it  is  your 
Father’s  good  pleasure  h>  give  you  the  king¬ 
dom.’’  We  are'not  insensible  to  the  fact  that, 
as  a  means  of  grace  in  tbit  Western  world,  a 
neat  little  church  building  is’  often  more  effec¬ 
tive  than  a  good  preacher ; '  but  our  means 
[financially)  are  much  less  t  han  our  desires. 

This  Presbyterian  church  was' organized  last 
April  by  the  Bev.  J.  C.  Elliott,  of  Nebraska 
City.  Only  eight  members  formed  this  little 
vine,  which  we  believe  to  be  of  Divine  plant- 
mo-  Two  more  were  added  soon  after,  and 
on  Sabbath,  January  30th,  eleven  more  were 
gathered  in— one  on  profession  of  his  iaith  j 
and  by  baptism.  We  now  number  twenty-one  | 
members,  and  soon  expect  to  receive  ten  or 
fifteen  more,  who  only  await  the  election  ot 
more  elders.  (Mr.  Kennedy,  our  only  elder, 
is  necessarily  absent.)  We  desire  to  re  min  J 
our  thanks  to  the  Board  of  Publication  for  1 
their  generous  donation  of  two  dozen  “  Social 
Psalmodists”  and  the  same  number  of  “  Chil¬ 
dren’s  Praise,”  received  through  the  Bev. 
Sheldon  Jackson.  O  that  some  power  could 
make  audible  to  the  whole  Church  on  earth 
the  fervent  ascriptions  of  thanksgiving  which 
go  up  from  these  mission  fields,  w'hen  the 
little  praying  bands  receive  such  gifts  as  this ! 

I  think  such  a  voice  would  resurrect  many  a 
dead  dollar  for  the  Board  which  is  scattering, 
as  on  the  wings  of  the  wind,  all  over  the  land 
leaves  from  the  Tree  of  Life.  And  our  Boara 
of  Church  Extension,  would  that  it  could  help 
us! 

Have  you,  reader,  ever  felt  the  hunger  of 
soul  attending  a  deprivation  of  sanctuary 
privileges?  Have  you  really  experienced  the 
felicity  of  a  Christian  soul,  hungry ,  thirsty,  for 
months,  as  it  enters  once  more  the  house  of 


the  Lord  ?  Many  the  man  m  this  VV  estern 
the  Lord?  0,  we  learn  not  the  church  of  his 
fathers !  0  we  learn  not  how  to  prize  even 

the  blood-bought  mercies  of  redemption  until 
we  have  labored,  and  fasted,  and  prayed  in 
the  wilderness ! 

We  are  worshipping  for  the  present  in  a 
public  hall,  and  our  services  are  well  attended, 
but  we  feel  that  we  need  a  more  suitable 
tabernacle.  We  will  look  unto  the  Lord, 
from  whom  our  help  cometh — ever  praying 
that  He  will  raise  up  unto  us  friends  who 
shall  aid  us  in  dedicating  to  His  service  and 
glory  an  earthly  temple  of  sincere  worship, 
and  the  home  of  many  an  earnest  pilgrim 
seeking  that  city  which  hath  foundations. 

Parson  Page. 


plcted ;  there  is  some  work  to  be  dene  on  the 
basement ;  and  then  an  organ  and  a  bell  is 
needed.  The  church  was  organized  in  1  St>0 
by  its  present  efficient  pastor,  Rev.  F.  M. 
Dimmick,  and  he  has  received  into  it,  in  all, 
231  members. 

—The  Rev.  B.  F.  McNeil,  who  organized  a 
church  in  Beatrice,  Nebraska,  a  year  ago,  is 
actively  engaged  in  pushing  forward  a  house 
of  worship  with  the  help  of  good  co-workexs. 
Fifteen  hundred  dollars  have  already  been 
raised  and  expended  on  it,  with  the  probability 
of  its  early  completion  the  coming  season. . 
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Ministers  Wanted. 


NEBRASKA,  KANSAS. 

Tlie  S^ond  Presbyterian  Church  of 
Omaha,  was  dedicated  on  Jan.  lGth,  with  ap¬ 
propriate  services,  the  pastor  of  the  church, 
the  Rev.  F.  M.  Dimmick,  preaching  an  able  ser¬ 
mon  from  Psalms  xxvii.  4,  and  at  the  close  giv¬ 
ing  a  history  of  the  enterprise.  The  organiza¬ 
tion  was  effected  on  the  23d  day  of  December, 
1860.  Two  hundred  and  thirty  persons  have 
joined  the  church  since  that  time.  Dropping 
those  withdrawn  and  who  have  ceased  their 
connection  with  the  church,  leaves  a  member¬ 
ship  at  the  present  time  of  175.  Three  years 
ago  last  November  the  foundation  of  the  new 
edifice  was  laid  and  building  commenced,  and 
with  many  struggles  it  has  at  last  been  com- 
pleted. 

Following  this  recital,  the  members,  officers  j 
®f  the  church,  and  congregation  were  call¬ 
ed  upon  to  rise,  and  the  dedicatory  ceremo¬ 
nies  were  read  by  the  pastor  and  responded  to 
by  the  members.  Rev.  Mr.  Sherrill  of  the  Con¬ 
gregational  church,  then  offered  the  dedicatory 
prayer.  The  services  ended  by  the  singing  of  a 
selection  by  the  choir,  and  the  congregation 
joining  in  singing  the  long  meter  doxology. 
The  congregation  of  the  First  Congregational 
church  attended  the  above  services  in  a  body. 

The  new  church  will  comfortably  seat  about 
500  persons.  Its  cost  is  about  $40,000,  and  it  is 
the  largest  and  finest  church  edifice  in  Omaha,  - 
and  a  great  credit  to  all  concerned  in  pta  erec¬ 
tion. 

The  audience-room  of  the  new  Presbyterian 
church,  Omaha,  Nebraska,  will  seat  comforta¬ 
bly  about  five  hundred,  and  is  a  very  pretty 
room,  lighted  by  gas  from  the  ceiling — five 
reflectors  and  sixty  burners,  twelve  burners  to 
each  reflector.  It  is  by  far  the  finest  church 
edifice  in  Nebraska.  It  has  cost  about  forty 
thousand  dollars,  and  is  not  yet  fully  com- 


Messrs.  Editors  :  —  Permit  me, 
through  the  medium  of  your  paper,  to 
make  a  plea  for  some  of  our  feeble 
churches.  Should  you  take  a  map  of 
this  State  you  would  see  on  the  Union 
Pacific  Railroad,  west  from  Omaha  130 
to  170  miles,  four  railroad  stations, 
Lone  Tree,  Good  Island,  Wood  River 
and  Gibbon.  At  each  of  these  stations 
we  have  a  church  organization  of  from 
ten  to  fifteen  members. 

This  Platte  Valley  for  fertility  of 
soil,  health  of  climate,  and  excellence 
and  abundance  of  water,  I  think  is  un¬ 
surpassed.  So  far  as  I  can  see  the  soil  \ 
is  as  fertile  as  the  best  bottom  lands  of  i 
the  Scioto  or  Miami  Valleys.  And  in¬ 
stead  of  being  two  or  three  miles  wide> 
as  they  are,  this  valley  is  from  twenty 
to  thirty,  and  all  the  Platte’s  numerous 
tributaries  have  valleys  of  about  the 
same  fertility. 

The  soil  seems  to  be  adapted  to  the  i 
growth  of  a  great  variety  of  produc-  i 
tions.  Wheat,  oats,  barley,  corn  and  the 
vegetables  all  grow  luxuriantly ;  and 
from  the  abundance  of  wild  fruits  along 
the  streams  we  feel  confident  it  will  be 
a  good  fruit  country.  So  far  as  it  has 
been  tried  fruit  is  a  success.  These 
beautiful  prairies,  with  their  fertile  soil, 
salubrious  climate  and  excellent  water, 
are  attracting 'multitudes  qf  emigrants 
in  connection  with  the  benevolent  home¬ 
stead  laws  for  the  benefit  of  the  new 


settlers.  It  is  truly  astonishing  to  see 
how  rapidly  this  country  is  filling  up, 
and  as  a  general  rule  the  class  of  set¬ 
tlers  is  of  the  best  type — a  far  better 
class  than  generally  comes  to  a  new 
country.  And  now  is  the  time  for  us 
to  determine  what  shall  be  the  status 
of  our  Church  in  this  section.  If  as 
Presbyterians  we  are  to  have  a  good 
foothold  in  this  beautiful  country,  now 
is  our  time.  And  the  great  thing  that 
we  need  is  good,  earnest,  godly  men  to 
man  our  principal  points.  Who  will 
come  and  help  us?  The  field  is  whit¬ 
ening,  and  now  is  the  time  to  work. 
Many  Presbyterian  families  are  coming, 
they  love  their  own  church,  and  we  owe 
it  to  them  and  the  country  to  give  them 
church  privileges  in  connection  with 
their  own  church. 

We  want  earnest,  self-sacrificing,  god¬ 
ly  men  ;  and  for  the  encouragement  of 
such  I  will  say,  financially,  ministers  do 
well  in  Nebraska.  Any  one  who  de¬ 
sires  information  about  any  part  of  the 
field  that  is  covered  by  my  commission, 
Southwestern  Iowa  or  the  State  of  Ne¬ 
braska,  will  please  address  me  at  Lin¬ 
coln,  in  this  State,  and  any  information 
that  I  can  give  will  be  imparted. 

N.  C.  Robinson. 

OCCIDENTAL  NOTES. 

TWO  HUNDRED  MILES  WEST  OF  OMAHA - 


the  gift  of  1|  0  acres  allowed  by  law.  The 
railroad  lands  are  mostly  in  the  hands  of 
speculators;  some  of  tnem  are  selling  at 
$25  and  $50  per  acre.  The  school  sec¬ 
tion  joining  section  one  is  appraised  at 
$100  per  acre.  Ten  miles  on  either  side 
of  the  railroad  are  government  and  rail¬ 
road  lands  at  $2.50  for  pre-emption,  and 
homesteads  of  80  acres  each  at  fourteen 
dollars,  and  railroad  lands  at  three  to  five 
dollars. 

SPYING  OUT  THE  LAND. 

I  understand  that  there  is  an  excursion 
party  to  leave  Mendota,  in  Illinois,  on  the 
6th  of  August,  to  come  by  way  of  Lincoln, 
to  Kearney  Junction,  on  the  completion, 
of  the  Burlington  and  Missouri  railroad  to 
this  place.  The  bridge  across  the  Platte 
is  about  finished,  and  construction  cars 
are  now  running  to  it  from  below.  Also 
the  St.  Joseph  and  Denver  railroad  is 
building  at  the  rate  of  two  miles  a  day. 
It  will  reach  here  in  August,  being  now 
J  only  thirty  miles  distant, 

GAME  FOR  HUNTERS. 

For  the  benefit  of  those  excursionists 
it  may  be  said,  that  on  the  south  side  of 
the  Platte,  a  few  miles  from  Kearney 
Junction,  are  herds  of  buffaloes  by  the 
thousand.  There  also  may  be  found  the 
Panama  and  Omaha  Indians,  encamped 
for  the  summer.  The  I  ndians  and  buffalo 
are  on  good  terms,  and  dwell  together  in 
unity  and  good-fellowship. 

1  receive  letters  expressing  surprise  that 
a  man  between  seventy  and  eighty  years 
of  age,  so  pleasantly  situated  in  Illinois,, 
should  remove  so  far  upon  the  frontier.  I 
would  simply  say,  that  I  could  safely  leave- 
the  presbytery  of  Ottawa,  which  was  mate¬ 
rially  strengthened  by  the  late  union.  So 
I  thought  Providence  required  me  to  re¬ 
sign  the  office  of  stated  clerk,  etc.,  and  try 
a  new  field. 

CHURCH  NEWS. 


CHEAP  LANDS  AND  GOOD  HOMES — RAIL¬ 
ROAD  MARCHES — PERSONAL  AND  CHURCH 
NEWS. 


Kearney  Junction,  Neb., 
July  22,  1872. 


} 


This  village  is  on  the  Union  Pacific  rail¬ 
road,  two  hundred  miles  west  of  Omaha,, 
in  Buffalo  county,  Neb.  The  town  lots- 
are  not  yet  for  sale.  There  is  a  station- 
house  and  a  blacksmith  shop,  and  houses 
for  a  few  families  erected.  Adjoining  this 
section  are  residences,  stores,  hotels,  etc. 
One  year  ago  scarcely  a  house  could  be 
seen  except  the  one  built  by  the  railroad, 
company  to  accommodate  their  workmen. 
Now  every  alternate  section  for  several 
miles  is  occupied,  mostly  by  soldiers  of  the 


late 


war,  who  have  availed 

* 


themselves  of 


A  local  preacher  of  the  Methodist  Epis¬ 
copal  church,  came  here  about  the  time  I 
did.  As  the  inhabitants  are  not  very  nu¬ 
merous  it  was  deemed  best  for  the  present 
to  have  but  one  congregation,  so  it  wag- 
decided  by  the  people  that  Mr.  Moore 
preach  one  Sabbath  on  Wood  river,  some 
four  miles  north  of  this,  and  that  I  preach 
on  the  next  Sabbath,  and  so  on,  at  the 
junction,  the  landlord  making  room  in  his 
spacious  dining  hall,  and  so  we  have  con¬ 
tinued  to  do.  Our  Methodist  friend  has 
organized  a  church  of  sixteen  -members, 
who  came  with  letters.  We  have  not  a 
sufficient  number  to  organize.  We  shall 
shortly  have  a  school-house  in  which  to 
hold  our  meetings.  I  found  here  a  union 
Sabbath-school,  superintended  by  Colonel 
Patterson,  assisted  by  Judge  Collins.  It 
is  a  very  interesting  society  of  young  men 
and  a  few  ladies.  How  many  of  them  will 
take  places  in  the  church  I  can  not  tell. 


u  ,  ...  the  B  iGbsth  School  department,  which  rc- 

Tt  seems  I  came  here  none  too  soon.  I  .  .fi  ^option  of  f.  plan  for  a  Presby 
feel  strong  and  courageous,  and  though  ;  nn.,lWTlti(1},  «„  Hentf;mber  at  Bew 


now 


OYER  SEVENTY  YEARS  OF  AGE, 
am  willing  and  desirous  to  go  forward  in 
preaching  the  gospel  while  my  Master  re¬ 
quires  my  service.  In  the  meantime  He- 
will  sustain  me.  I  have  no  fears  on  that 
ground,  as  I  hope  for  the  prayers  of  my 
friends  that  the  everlasting  arm  be  under¬ 
neath  me.  I  should  here  state  that  I  have 


terial  S.  S.  Convention  in  September  at  Sevr- 
nrd,  the  place  for  the  Fall  meeting  of  Pres¬ 
bytery.  Saturday  evening  we  had  a  mission¬ 
ary  meeting ;  our  father  missionary,  a  laborer 
hero  lor  eighteen  years,  introducing  the  sub¬ 
ject  by  a  reheaisal  and  comparison  of  his  own 
,  stages  of  experience  in  the  woik.  Your  cor¬ 
respondent— a  son  to  the  former  in  age  and 


at  my  right  hand  a  grandson,  who  is  a  experience — followed,  oauuSg  attention,  to  >Le 


.  O  ,  J  ,  • 

graduate  of  one  year,  and  a  student  ir 


theology,  who  assists  me  in  time  of  need, 


VApOlivuvu  — - —  --  /  Jr" 

bright  luminaries  among  itte  laymen  who  had 
cone  before  to  welcome''  tld  preacher  ef  th3 


T  ~euf  rone  before  to  welcom#  ltd  preacher 
and  whose  labors  are  acceptable.  1  ee  -  ja  j£sus,  r  Tvre’inore  addresses, 

a  stron"  desire  that  our  cause  here  shall  1  h-  ‘  ,.  ,4  .  ,  ,  .  . 

prosper  and  can  but  hope  that  the  readers-  and  then  Elder  iVL^in  loft  °wn  eu«ertmnmg 
of  The  Interior,  who  desire  settlement  in  style,  referred  to  the  growth  of  Presby  lerian- 
a  rising  city,  should  come  and  see  for  ground  him  S3  a  nucleus,  and  urged  the 
- 1~~~  -  W„  — *  montiani^fl  mer-  fitcegfiity  of  a  argent  study  of  our  doctrines 

and  of  personal  presentation  of  the  truth. 

Rev.  James  D,  Kerr  and  Elder  - —  Gilmore, 


themselves.  We  want  mechanics,  mer¬ 
chants,  and  physicians.  Nahum  Gould. 


About  Church  Matters  m  Nebraska.1^; 


Editors  of  Banner  Having  completed  a  77  ’'"The  Presbytery  is  decidedly  opposed  to 

round  trip  of  one  hundred  and  fifteen  miles,  a  ~  --  -  •  -  * 

.  .7  the 


young  presbyter  of  the  Presbytery  of  Ne 
braska  City  would  detail  a  few  of  the  things 
of  interest  of  our  first  regular  meeting.  On 
Thursday,  10th  inst.,  at  7  A.  M.,  your  corre¬ 
spondent  was  in  the  buggy  with  a  fifty-five- 
mile  drive  before  him.  The  roads  and 
weather  were  delightful,  and  smoothly  and 
enjoy t-.b’y  we  wound  our  way  down  the  val¬ 
ley  of  the  winding  Big  Blue  River.  After 
disposing  of  the  team  and  receiving  some  re¬ 
freshments,  we  hurried  to  the  church  to  listen 
to  a  sermon  from  the  retiring  Moderator,  Rev. 
Henry  M.  Giltner,  the  first  missionary  of  the 
Slate.  Presbytery  was  constituted,  and  H. 
p.  Peck,  ef  Lincoln,  chosen  Moderator,  and 
D.  B.  Fleming  (late  of  Allegheny  Seminary), 
Temporary  Clerk.  Fifteen  of  the  sixteen 
ministers  of  the  Presbytery  wcto  present,  and 
a  Urge  representation  of  the  eldership.  Three 
of  the  number  were  received  from  other 


the  D emission  of  the  Ministry,  preferring  to 
have  the  minister  himself  ask  for  such  a 
favor.  On  Sabbath  the  Lord’s  Supper  was 
celebrated,  and  thus  closed,  said  an  aged  min¬ 
ister,  the  most  interesting  meeting  of  Pres¬ 
bytery  of  his  life.  We  believe  that  we  and 
the  church  of  Beatrice  were  mutually  and 
specially  favored  by  the  presence  of  the  Holy 
Spirit.  Monday  morning  we  all  expected  to 
repair  to  our  heme3.  Rain  and  wind  did  not 
prevent  the  railway  traveler.  The  rain  was 
succeeded  by  enow,  and  in  three  or  four  hours 
even  the  extreme  western  part  of  the  B.  &  M. 
B  R.  was  impassable.  From  ten  o’clock  on 
Monday  until  late  on  Tuesday  the  snow  and 
wind  were  so  violent  that  the  oldest  citizens 
of  the  State  were  out-experienced.  Oil 
Wednesday  morning  I  started  to  return  Louie. 
A  pretty  strong  north-wind,  accompanied  by 
aaow,  was  to  be  faced.  Occasional  snow 


of  the  number  were  received  irom  other  glurfl  muCh  impeded 

braacfceB  of  th«  Ckurch-oae  from  the  Bap.  drifts  “)  ^  tJ£t  edfortherefraili- 

tlst  and  another  from  the  Hothoatat-aWr  t  b/a  hrtel  Md  stable,  thirteen, 

tboresh  examination.  Besides  ”kome  and  forty-  four  passed  over, 

routine  of  business,  ranch  time  was  delightfully  ,he  (armera  werc  attending  to 

devoted  to  prayer  and- conference.  The  free  Aveiywuvi  . 


conversation  on  the  State  of  Religion  of  each 
ind.vidufd  chinch  gnve  a  full  history  of  the 
operation  and  progress  of  the  entire  Presby- 
t< Vy.  Notwithstanding  the  discouragements 
t'ceuba-  to  &  new  field,  the  cause  of  Presby- 
teuis  11  advai-oes  steadily,  and  is  gaining  ia 


the  comfort  of  their  stock,  a  ad  many  “  dug- 
oute  ’’  used  as  houses  and  staples,  were  liter- 
Sl?oS  up.  Ore  man  had  to  exravsto 
Himself  bv  beginning  the  removal  of  -he 
snow  from"  the  insid»  with  his  .bands  At  last 
T  r  JchVd  heme,  to  find  three  or  four  hours’ 
shoveling  before  the  team  could  be  supphed 
with  a c  comfortable  resting  place.  Th„ 


U  haldtoB;:  Several  church  father  iap^  again  end  men  and [things 
dedioaied  «„g,bo  Su  ?£ 


iScLVb,  the  interests  oE 

7i  m  are  generally  speaking,  gratifying  m 
7.  d,  L  K  the' Gospel  carncu  to  many  cut  their  character  and  developments;  and  only 
,  li!t  -  1  l rtf  the  a  oirit  is  needed  to  make 

'  "  !■  MMM  "  ~  i  ^8^ittiaB  ^y'Ul  ia>  Prakt:3  °f'  J°-V  --- 


‘  r  ^bc&ih  Schools  and  congregations  or- 
’  "  .  id  the  Gospel  carried  to  many  cut 
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For  the  Presbyterian. 

NOTES  FROM  NEBRASKA. 


Messrs.  Editors — A  short  time  ago  I  took 
a  little  tour  from  Omaha  through  our  Statet 
to  visit  Seward,  the  county  town  of  Seward 
county,  to  lecture  there,  under  the  auspices 
of  our  church,  by  the  invitation  of  its  active 
and  successful  pastor,  the  Rev.  George  B. 
Smith.  The  country  in  the  vicinity  is  very 
beautiful  and  fertile,  the  valleys  of  the  Blue 
River,  of  Lincoln,  and  other  creeks  converging 
near  the  city,  andsurrounded  by  gentle  slopes, 
make  as  fine  a  landscape  as  can  be  found  even 
in  beautiful  Nebraska.  The  Midland  Pacific 
Railroad,  which  runs  from  Nebraska  City 
through  Lincoln,  has  its  present  terminus  at 
Seward,  but  will  soon  go  on  to  connect  with 
the  Union  Pacific  Railroad,  probably  at 
Grand  Island.  Seward  is  only  four  years  ! 
old,  and  has  now  over  fifteen  hundred  in¬ 
habitants.  It  is  a  great  shipping  point  for 
wheat,  which  is  fast  becoming  more  impor¬ 
tant  than  corn  in  the  agriculture  of  the  State. 
Our  church  has  a  very  strong  hold  and  in¬ 
fluence  in  this  growing  town.  On  my  way  I 
spent  some  hours  in  Lincoln  with  the  Rev.  II. 
P.  Peck,  the  pastor  of  our  church.  The  build¬ 
ing  has  only  been  erected  about  four  years, 
but  this  summer  the  congregation  have  spent 
about  $1,000  in  enlarging  and  beautifying  it, 
and  it  is  now  one  of  the  handsomest  church 
edifices  in  the  State,  and  is  not  surpassed  by 
any  in  the  city.  Lincoln  has  grown  and  im¬ 
proved  till  now  it  is  a  pleasure  to  the  eyes  to 
behold.  Great  taste  is  displayed  in  the  resi¬ 
dence  and  business  buildings.  A  fine  artesian 
well  sends  forth  a  constant  flow  of  water  in 
its  public  square.  Two  raikoads  connect  it 
with  the  East — one  via  Omaha  or  Platts- 
mouth,  the  other  via  Nebraska  City.  It  was 
encouraging  to  see  that  our  church  was  pros¬ 
pering  with  the  prosperity  of  our  capital. 

Saturday  morning  I  took  the  train  from 
Seward  for  Nebraska  City,  where  I  was  to 
preach  for  the  pastor,  the  Rev.  J.  D.  Kerr, 
in  exchange  of  services.  At  Lincoln  many 
Grangers  came  aboard  from  a  State  meeting 
just  held.  Not  only  in  the  talk  of  the 
Grangers,  but  in  the  sights  and  sounds  heard 
and  seen  at  the  stations  and  on  stock-trains, 
it  was  evident  that  this  was  the  season  for 
marketing  the  hoy  crop ,  and  as  pork  and 


grain  are  advancing  in  price,  the  farmers  are 
jubilant. 

At  Nebraska  City  I  found  old  friends  from 
my  former  congregation  at  Bath,  New  York, 
awaiting  me;  and  spent  a  pleasant  visit  with 
them,  talking  of  our  many  common  acquaint¬ 
ances,  the  changes  which  time  and  death 
have  wrought,  and  the  favorable  prospect  for 
a  new  church  edifice,  which  is  sadly  needed 
there. 

Our  church  has  prospered  in  that  place 
greatly  since  the  coming  of  the  present  pastor. 
Almost  on  the  verge  of  a  division,  the  old 
discords  were  healed  by  a  revival,  and  now; 
they  seem  firmly  united,  and  very  eflicien 
for  good.  Mr.  Kerr  and  myself  have  both 
been  corresponding  with  the  Rev.  E.  P. 
Hammond,  with  a  view  to  a  union  effort  in 
each  city,  for  which  all  things  seem  now 
ready.  Whether  Mr.  Hammond  will  come 
or  not,  is  uncertain.  Our  ministers’  meeting 
yesterday  morning  sent  him  a  second  hearty 
invitation  to  come  to  this  place.  There  are 
indications  of  success  in  such  an  effort.  Mrs. 
Van  Cott  labored  with  a  marked  degree  of 
success  in  the  First  Methodist  Episcopal 
church  of  our  city,  and  a  work  of  grace  is  in 
progress  in  the  Second  Methodist  Episcopal 


* 
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church,  and  there  has  been  increased  interest  1 
in  the  Congregational  church. 

We  have  here  a  ritualistic  church,  having 
for  its  rector  the  Rev.  J.  Pinckney  Ham¬ 
mond,  late  of  Germantown,  Pa.  Father 
Hammond,  as  he  loves  to  be  called,  evidently 
strives  to  make  his  the  rival  of  St.  Clement’s, 
Philadelphia.  Early  mass,  midnight  services, 
gay  vestments,  lighted  candles  on  the  altar, 
boy  choristers,  marching  in  procession  out  of 
the  chapel,  up  the  aisle,  carrying  the  cross  or 
banners,  followed  b  y  the  rector,  confession, 
&c.,  would  seem  to  indicate  the  direction  in 
which  the  rector  is  going,  and  his  church 
with  him,  even  if  he  had  not  advertised  a 
sermon  some  time  ago  with  the  title,  “The 
Protestant  Episcopal  Church  not  Protestant." 
You  will  see  from  this  that  we  have  even  out 
here  on  the  frontier  all  the  modern  religious 
improvements. 

Our  own  church  is  not  idle.  Our  excel¬ 
lent  Synodical  missionary,  the  Rev.  N.  C. 
Robinson,  is  planting  churches  and  supplying 
them  with  ministers  as  fast  as  possible;  and 
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in  his  journeys,  confirming  the  churches;  he 
makes  an  excellent  bishop,  and  is  a  true  sucU 
ccssor  of  the  apostles.  In  1S70  we  had  but 
a  single  Presbytery  in  Western  Iowa  and  in 
all  Nebraska;  now  we  have  three  Presby- 
teries  in  Nebraska  alone,  and  next  spring 
expect  to  be  formed  into  the  Synod  of  Ne¬ 
braska.  G.  D.  S. 

- - -  -  ■  .  . 

MISSION  WORK  IN  THE  ROCKY 
MO  UN  TAINS. 

BY  RET.  R.  L.  STEWART,  GOLDEN,  COL. 

The  Reunion  of  1870  gave  a  new  impulse 
to  missionary  operations  throughout  the 
entire  Church.  A  movement  so  grand  and 
inspiriting  was  naturally  suggestive  of 
grand  enterprises  of  Christian  evangelism- 
By  a  concentration  of  scattered  resources 
and  a  combination  of  missionary  efforts, 
the  united  Church  was  enabled  to  make  a  j 
'  forward  movement,  from  which  may  God 
grant  she  may  never  recede. 

THE  MEMORIAL  YEAR. 

The  “memorial  year”  which  followed  the 
consummation  of  this  union  was  one  of  un 
paralleled  prosperity  in  that  most  important 
aid  to  permanent  mission  work,  church 
building.  During  that  memorable  year  Dr. 
Jackson  states  that  he  secured  from  church. 

.  es  and  personal  friends  for  this  object,  over 
and  above  large  grants  made  by  the  Board 
of  Church  Erection,  the  sum  of  $8,207.09. 

!  Under  the  new  management  some  necessa¬ 
ry  changes  were  made  in  the  grouping  of 
mission  fields,  and,  as  a  result,  Nebraska 
and  Dakota  were  cut  off  from  this  district, 
leaving  Montana,  Utah,  Wyoming,  Colora¬ 
do  and  New  Mexico  under  the  supervision 
i  of  Dr.  Jackson,  as  before.  In  1875  the  Ter¬ 
ritory  of  Arizona  was  added  to  this  field  by 
enactment  of  the  General  Assembly.  This 
is  the  Territory  which  is  now  covered  by 
the  Synod  of  Colorado;  and  there  are  few 
Presbyterians  either  in  the  East  or  West 
that  have  any  adequate  idea  of  its  immens' 
ity  and  prospective  importance.  Extend¬ 
ing  from  British  America  on  the  North  to 
Mexico  on  the  South,  it  embraces  18  de¬ 
grees  of  latitude  and  15  of  longitude.  This 
princely  domain  is  “as  large  as  the  com 
bined  empires  of  Great  Britain,  Germany 
France  and  Italy”  (not  including  their  co¬ 


lonial  possessions).  It  covers  a  field  “ten 
times  larger  than  all  New  England— a  pro¬ 
vince  larger  than  all  the  country  between  ! 
the  Missouri  River  and  the  Atlantic  Ocean 
from  the  Lakes  to  the  Ohio;”  comprising, 
in  other  words,  nearly  one-fifth  of  the  en¬ 
tire  area  of  the  United  States. 

W'OEK  DONE. 

Since  1869  a  consecrated  band  of  men 
have  labored  earnestly,  in  connection  with 
the  untiring  Superintendent  of  Missions,  to 
occupy  and  evangelize  this  vast  and  rapid¬ 
ly  growing  region,  and  the  visible  result 
has  been  the  organization  of  sixty-seven 
Presbyterian  churches  and  the  erection  of 
thirty-six  church  buildings.  More  than 
double  this  number  of  churches  might  have 
been  organized  during  these  eight  years,  if 
there  had  been  aDy  reasonable  prospect  of 
supplying  them  with  the  regular  ministra¬ 
tions  of  the  gospel.  It  has  been  the  settled 
policy  both  of  the  Board  and  its  coadjutors 
to  occupy  the  central  points  in  each  of  these 
vast  regions.  Whilst  it  is  a  wise  policy, 
the  sad  truth  should  not  be  overlooked  also, 
that  those  living  in  more  remote  regions 
and  mining  camps,  and  almost  the  entire 
country  population  of  these  Territories  are 
still  without  the  privileges  of  the  gospel. 
This  destitution  is  not  owing  to  lack  of  en¬ 
ergy  in  missionaries  or  superintendents  of 
missions,  but  to  lack  of  means,  without 
which  id  is  impossible  to  extend  our  bounds 
in  any  direction. 

SYNOD  OF  COLORADO. 

The  Synod  of  Colorado,  which  was  form¬ 
ed  in  1871,  consists  at  the  present  time  of 
the  Presbyteries  of  Montana,  Utah,  Santa 
Ee  and  Colorado.  All  of  these  except  the 
latter  are  small  Presbyteries,  but  they  are 
doing  an  important  work  for  the  Church 
which  will  one  day  be  more  fully  recog- 
taized  and  appreciated  than  it  is  now. 
Where  Presbyteries  are  small  because  they 
have  no  room  to  expand,  they  have  no  right 
to  exist;  but  where  they  ought  to  be  large 
and  are  patiently  holding  ground  which 
Synods  will  one  day  occupy,  they  have 
rights  which  the  great  Presbyterian  Church 
is  bound  to  respect.  The  Presbytery  of 
Colorado  was  organized  in  November,  1869, 
but  did  not  hold  a  regular  meeting  until 
February,  1870.  At  that  time  it  numbered 
^five  ministers  and  eight  small  churches 


In  May,  1876,  about  six  years  later,  this 
Presbytery  reported  twenty-six  ministers 
and  twenty-eight  churches,  one  licentiate, 
and  one  candidate  for  the  ministry.  (It 
might  have  sent  four  delegates,  under  ex¬ 
isting  rules, 'to  the  General  Assembly  in 
the  Centennial  year,  but  it  was  content  with 
two.)  Its  contributions  for  all  purposes, 
as  reported  last  year,  amounted  to  more 
than  $32,000,  It  is  also  a  matter  of  thank¬ 
fulness  that  we  have  at  the  present  time  a 
growing  church  in  every  prominent  village 
and  town  in  Colorado.  In  the  other  Terri, 
tories  there  is  evidence  of  progress  equally 
gratifying,  but  the  work  in  these  has  been 
of  necessity  confined  to  a  few  central  points 
It  is  something,  however,  that  the  blue 
banner  of  our  Presbyterian  host  has  been 
successfully  planted  in  Mormon  Utah  and 
Papal  New  Mexico  and  Arizona,  as  well  as 
on  the  rugged  heights  of  Montana,  Wyoming 
and  Colorado  ;  and  that,  by  the  co-operative 
work  of  the  Church  and  School,  a  leavening 
influence  is  being  exerted  which  is  even 
now  molding  public  sentiment  and  chang¬ 
ing  open  opposers  into  ardent  workers  for 
Christ. 

ACTING  PROMPTLY. 

The  experience  we  have  passed  through 
as  a  Church,  in  connection  with  efforts  put 
forth  for  the  evangelization  of  our  land, 
will  be  of  little  practical  value  if  it  fails  to 
impress  upon  us  the  importance  of  prompt 
aggressive  work.  There  is  danger  of  a 
church  becoming  so  firmly  “established” 
in  precise  ways  that  it  ceases  to  move.  The 
minutiae  of  a  successful  campaign  can  not 
be  written  out  beforehand.  New  and  un¬ 
heard  of  difficulties  must  be  met  with  new 
and  special  methods.  When  we  have  no 
vast  Territories  to  explore  and  conquer,  no 
unseen  difficulties  to  grapple  with,  no  per¬ 
plexing  questions  to  solve  in  the  absence 
of  precedents,  and  in  a  word  no  pioneer 
work  to  do  in  new  and  unknown  regions, 
we  may  dispense  with  such  super-Presby¬ 
terian  adjuncts  as  Synodical  missionaries 
and  the  like,  so  essential  now  to  a  success¬ 
ful  advance;  but  for  the  present  we  must 
make  use  of  these  or  cease  to  be  a  mission 
church.  But  for  the  prompt  action  and  un¬ 
wavering  devotion  of  our  honored  Superin¬ 
tendent  of  Missions  (whose  name  is  famil¬ 
iar  to  all  the  churches),  we  would  have  but 
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little  Presbyterianism  in  these  Territories 
to  day  either  to  be  proud  of  or  ashamed  of. 
All  honor  to  the  noble  men  who  seconded 
him  in  this  glorious  work  both  in  the  East 
and  West;  but  none,  I  am  sure,  will  ac- 
cord  mo5>S  honor  to  him,  as  the  moving  spir¬ 
it  in  this  good  work,  than  those  who  labor¬ 
ed  and  sacrificed  with  him.  It  is  easy  to 
find  fault — much  easier  than  to  breast  the 
;  current  and  push  forward  aggressive  work 
— and  this  good  brother  has  not  escaped 
the  common  lot  of  all  fearless  and  energetic 
men.  It  would  be  strange,  too,  if  he  had 
not  made  mistakes  in  the  midst  of  the  per¬ 
plexities  and  difficulties  with  which  he  was 
ofttimes  surrounded ;  but  when  these  are 
forgotten,  hi3  self-denyiDg  work  for  Chris* 
in  these  Rocky  Mountain  regions  will  re¬ 
main  I  do  not  believe  in  the  glorification 
of  men,  but  it  is  a  Scripture  precept,  “Honor 
to  whom  honor  is  due.”  The  older  minis¬ 
ters  of  this  Presbytery  can  recall  many  an 
instance  where  churches  were  saved  from 
failure  and  financial  ruin  by  timely  aid  ob¬ 
tained  from  private  sources  through  his  ef¬ 
forts,  while  with  few  exceptions  (three  or 
four)  he  has  assisted  in  this  way,  more  or 
less,  every  church  erected  in  this  Presby¬ 
tery  since  1869.  His  main  work,  however, 
has  been  the  exploration  of  new  and  un¬ 
known  fields ;  preparing  them  for  occupan¬ 
cy;  harmonizing  diverse  and  heterogeneous 
elements  and  organizing  them  into  church¬ 
es;  securing  acceptable  ministers;  coun¬ 
seling  with  reference  to  church  sites  and 
plans,  and  securing  donations  of  land; 
strengthening  ^nd  encouraging  feeble 
churches  ;  enlisting  sympathy  and  help  for 
suffering  fields ;  conducting  a  well-known 
religious  newspaper,  and  carrying  on  at 
the  same  time  an  overwhelming  correspond¬ 
ence  with  individuals  and  societies  in  the 
interests  of  the  Home  Mission  work. 

dr.  jackson’s  labors  and  perils. 

In  the  prosecution  of  this  work  Dr.  Jack- 
son  has  traveled,  from  the  spring  of  1869 
to  January  1,  1877,  197,204  miles — a  dis¬ 
tance  each  year  of  a  trip  around  the  world. 
He  has  made  three  trips  to  Montana,  each 
involving  about  1,500  miles  of  staging;  three 
trips  likewise  to  New  Mexico,  one  contin¬ 
uing  across  Arizona  to  the  Pacific  Ocean, 
two  of  these  involving  more  than  2,000 
miles  of  staging  and  horseback  riding  each. 
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Those  who  are  familiar  with  the  physical 
hardships  and  dangers  incident  to  travel 
l  iQ  anew  and  sparsely  settled  country,  and 
only  those,  can  form  an  adequate  idea  of 
the  amount  of  suffering  and  fatigue  which 
mustnecessarily  be  crowded  into  such  trips 
With  all  this  amount  of  travel,  by  rail,  by 
stage,  on  horseback  and  on  foot,  it  is  not 
surprising  that  he  “should  meet  with  many 
experiences  that  fortunately  do  not  ordina¬ 
rily  fall  to  the  lot  of  a  minister,”  I  can  not 
better  describe  this  feature  of  the  work 
than  to  give  an  extract  from  the  closing 
words  of  a  brief  review  of  his  labors,  etc., 
which  was  furnished  by  request  of  the 
Presbytery  of  Colorado:  “With  the  Apostle 
Paul,  your  Synodical  Missionary  can  truly 
say,  ‘In  journeyings  often;  in  perils  of  wa¬ 
ter’-  fording  rivers,  sometimes  swollen 
with  sudden  rains;  once  compelled  to  get 
out  into  the  freezing  water  and  break  the 
ice  that  had  frozen  out  from  the  bank  so 
that  his  horse  could  get  through.  ‘in 
perils  of  robbers.’  Five  times  has  the 
stage  been  stopped  and  robbed  by  high¬ 
waymen,  just  before  or  after  he  passed  over 
the  route.  ‘In  perils  by  my  own  country¬ 
men  ’  Once  the  trembling  of  the  finger 
alone  stood  between  him  and  instant  death 
as  a  half-dozen  revolvers  were  pointed  at 
his  breast — or  when  lying  down  at  night 
upon  his  revolver  with  the  strong  convic¬ 
tion  that  he  might  wake  to  struggle  with 
the  Mormon  assassin;  once  a  fanatical  Pa¬ 
pal  mob  were  called  upon  to  hang  him,  and 
at  another  he  was  taken  to  prison  for  the 
gospel’s  sake.  ‘In  perils  in  the  wilderness/ 
as  again  and  again  he  has  been  lost  on  the 
plains  or  in  the  mountains — sometimes  in 
blindiug  snow-storms  where  others  have 
perished,  or  among  the  trackless  mountain8 
of  Arizona  without  food  or  water:  again 
and  again  fighting  the  prairie  fire  that  swept 
wildly  around  him,  or  fleeing  before  the 
roaring  blast  of  a  wall  of  fire  madly  leap¬ 
ing  from  pine  to  pine  along  the  mountain 
side.  'In  perils  by  the  heathen.’  Riding 
one  long  summer  day  with  rifle  across  the 
knee  momentarily  expecting  the  attack  of 
the  savage  Sioux;  and  again  upon  the  Up¬ 
per  Missouri,  where  the  steamer  was  fired 
into  by  the  hostile  tribes  that  inhabit  the 
banks  of  the  river;  at  another  time  avoid¬ 
ing  the  murderous  Apache  on  the  war-path 


and  saving  his  scalp  by  fifteen  hours.  ffn 
perils  by  wild  beasts  and  venomous  reptiles ; 
in  perils  by  land  and  by  sea,  in  weariness 
and  painfulness,  in  watchings  often,  in 
hunger  and  thirst,  in  fasting  often,  in  heat 
and  cold.’  Again  and  again  crying  out  in 
the  agony  of  physical  suffering  for  grace 
and  strength  to  endure  to  the  end  ”  “Such 
is  a  feeble  delineation,”  he  continues,  “of 
the  life  of  your  Superintendent  for  the  last 
seven  years.  At  times  feeling  that  the. 
burden  was  to  great;  that  it  could  no  lon¬ 
ger  be  carried;  that  it  was  more  than  should 
be  asked  of  one  person;  that  he  had  done 
his  full  share  of  rough  work; — and  then 
chiding  his  unbelief  and  gathering  new 
strength  and  courage  at  the  cross  of  Christ* 
he  has  pressed  forward  again,  thankful  for 
the  privilege  of  laboring  and  suffering  for 
Jesus.” 

This  extract  speaks  for  itself.  I  have 
referred  to  it,  not  for  the  sake  of  reflecting 
honor  upon  the  labors  of  Bro.  Jackson., 
but  in  order  to  show  that  aggressive  work 
under  such  circumstances  moans  sufferingi 
and  toil,  and  peril.  It  is  meet  that  those 
who  sympathize  with  this  noble  work,  and 
give  of  their  means  to  aid  it,  should  know 
at  what  expense  these  triumphs  for  Presby¬ 
terianism  and  Christianity  have  been  won ; 
and  it  is  for  this  reason  that  I  have  been 
prompted  to  write  this  brief  sketch. 

THE  RESULT. 

What  the  result  shall  be  when  these  in¬ 
fant  churches  and  Presbyteries  shall  grow 
into  maturity  and  spread  abroad  “until  the 
work  of  each  shall  meet  that  of  hia  brother 
on  the  other  side,”  it  may  not  be  ours  to 
see ;  but  as  surely  as  God  reigns,  that  time 
is  coming  on  apace,  and  coming  through 
the  instrumentalities  and  prayers  of  these 
faithful  men  who  braved  every  difficulty 
and  danger  that  this  great  and  ever-increas¬ 
ing  population  might  be  saved  for  Christ 
and  his  Church. 

The  history  of  our  Home  Mission  opera¬ 
tions  in  the  past  century  of  our  national 
life  is  full  of  thrilling  instances  of  devotion, 
and  sacrifice,  and  unremitting  toil  for  the 
Master’s  sake;  and  it  is  it  pleasant  to  re¬ 
cord  the  fact  that  the  last  decade  of  this 
rounded  century  has  been  closed  in  the 
same  heroic,  aggressive  spirit  with  which 
the  first  began  Then  the  blue  pennon 
waved  from  the  summit  of  the  Alleghenies, 
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I  while,  earnest  men  peered  anxiously  for- 
Iward  into  the  unknown  region  beyond;  now 
jit  floats  from  the  summit  of  the  Sierras — 
the  last  stronghold  of  the  enemy — and 
waves  responses  to  embattled  hosts,  from 
the  Atlantic  to  the  Pacific  shore,  on  either 
side.  The  question  is  no  longer,  Shall  we 
advance?  but,  Shall  we  occupy?  From 
hrod  in  history  and  God  in  his  providence 
we  get  the  command,  as  the  watchword  of 
this  new  century— ‘Close  up  the  ranks;’' 

Hold  fast  that  which  thou  hast,  that  no 
j  man  take  thy  crown.” 

NOTES  FROM  NEBRASKA 

{CORRESPONDENCE  OF  THE  PRESBYTERIAN.  ] 

Lincoln,  January  31,  1871. 

Messrs.  Editors — I  write  with  much  plea¬ 
sure  to_ inform  you  that  this  Western  land  is 
being  rapidly  settled  with  an  enterprising  and 
energetic  class  of  people.  Many  of  them  are  I 
from  the  '''far  East,"  but  the  majority  from 
the  "interior."  Like  pioneers  in  every  land, 
most  of  our  people  bring  with  them  little 
money,  but  a  wealth  of  vigor  and  a  warmth 
of  heart  truly  astonishing.  Lincoln,  the  capi¬ 
tal  of  this  youngest  of  the  States,  is  scarcely 
three  years  old,  yet  is  already  quite  a  “city.” 
We  have  at  the  present  writing  nine  church 
buildings,  seven  hotels,  all  the  State  buildings, 
and  a  population  of  over  three  thousand  in¬ 
habitants.  These  public  buildings  are  all  of 
respectable  appearance,  and  many  of  them  as 
fine  as  any  in  the  West.  Our  State  Univer¬ 
sity  has  just  been  completed  at  a  cost  of  I 
$152,000,  and  the  Asylum  for  the  Insane, 
built  of  brown  sandstone,  at  an  expense  of 
$120,000.  The  penitentiary  is  in  process  of 
erection  ;  the  capitol  is  completed  for  present 
use,  at  a  cost  of  $80,000.  These  buildings, 
and  others  in  contemplation,  are  and  will  be 
erected  at  the  expense  of  the  State,  and  from 
the  sale  of  lands  granted  for  these  purposes. 
The  citizens  of  Nebraska  are  not  taxed  one 
cent  for  these  improvements.  Thousands, 
knowing  these  facts,  are  flowing  into  the 
country,  and  settling  upon  our  broad,  fertile 
prairies.  We  are  here  to  meet  them  with  a 
pure  and  powerful  gospel.  But  we  cannot 
meet  the  requirements  of  the  case  alone. 

Now,  in  the  general  meaning  of  the  term, 
this  is  not  a  "begging  letter."  I  wish  to  call 
attention  to  a  few  facts,  hoping  some  of  your 
many  readers  will  think  of  this  far-away 
“Border  Land,”  and  remember  us  with 
prayers  and  pennies.  There  are  many  “set¬ 
tlements,”  numbering  from  twenty  to  fifty 


families,  scattered  all  over  these  virgin  plains, 
which  arc  without  any  gospel,  except  that  of 
Mammon.  Now  and  then  an  aged  man,  some 
“grandfather”  in  Israel,  has  brought  his 
“  family  Bible,”  and  gathers  his  household 
and  a  few  of  his  neighbors  around  him — now 
and  then  on  the  Sabbath — to  read  God’s  Word 
together ;  and  in  earnest  prayer  to  recall  the 
scenes  of  early  days,  and  renew  their  strength 
by  waiting  on  the  Lord. 

Very  many  of  these  people  are  Presbyte¬ 
rians.  Ten — yes,  twenty  missionaries  are 
really  needed  to  labor  within  the  bounds 
of  this  State.  Young  men,  full  of  courage 
and  the  spirit  of  the  Lord,  could,  in  His 
name,  do  valiant  service  in  this  field.  Will 
not  our  brethren  of  the  older  States  remem¬ 
ber  us  in  the  “ Memorial  Fund?”  I  appeal 
to  you  in  the  name  of  Jesus,  and  plead  not 
alone  for  the  cause  of  our  dear  Church,  but 
for  the  glory  of  Christ  in  the  salvation  of 
souls.  I  plead  for  the  hungry,  the  thirsty, 
the  dying;  I  plead  for  this  young  State,  just 
beginning  to  feel  its  strength,  as  the  life-blood 
of  the  Union  is  at  this  time  imparting  a  new 
and  vigorous  impulse. 

The  cause  I  plead  is  not  alone  the  cause  of 
humanity,  but  of  Christ.  Now,  if  ever,  is  the 
time  to  conquer  this  land  for  Jesus.  Infidels, 
skeptics  of  every  grade,  foreign  and  domestic ; 
Pantheism,  Rationalism,  Liberalism  of  every 
shade  and  shape,  all  settle  down  upon  the 
fairest  portions  of  our  heritage,  and  find  in 
the  spirit  of  these  pioneers  the  fiery  energy  ! 
they  require  to  harden  and  destroy,  but  which  j 
elsewhere  they  hardly  find. 

I  know  that  these  appeals  are  frequent,  and 
always  made  with  earnest  feeling.  They  come 
up  from  every  quarter  of  this  broad  domain. 
But  the  half  cannot  be  told  by  the  little  band 
of  missionaries  which  the  Church  sends  forth. 
Virtually,  we  are  but  as  spies  in  the  land; 
we  tell  you  of  the  rich  and  glorious  clusters, 
and  plead  with  our  leaders  to  come  and  possess 
the  land. 

Now,  will  not  some  of  our  churches  remem¬ 
ber  Nebraska  in  their  contributions  to  the 
“memorial  gift?”  Help  our  Board  of  Do¬ 
mestic  Missions  to  send,  and  sustain  for  a 
time,  active,  pious  men  in  these  wilderness 
places.  There  is  no  reason  why,  in  three  * 
years’  time,  many  of  these  waste  places  shall 
not  praise  God  in  the  beauty  of  holiness. 
Help  our  Boards  of  Church  Erection  and  , 
Publication  to  build  homes  for  God’s  house- 
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less  ones,  and  to  plant  the  tree  of  life  in  every 
hamlet.  0!  we  need  these  church  buildings, 
and  a  religious  literature,  as  you,  my  brethren 
in  the  large  cities  of  the  older  States,  need 
hospitals  and  medicines  for  the  perishing. 

I  am  sure  it  would  move  your  hearts  to 
pity,  and  mayhap  your  eyes  to  tears,  could 
you  behold  the  trials,  the  efforts,  the  per¬ 
sistent  sacrifices  of  God’s  little  ones  in  this 
region  to  maintain  the  privileges  of  religious 
worship.  Give  us  means  to  buy  bread,  or 
send  us  men,  and  houses,  and  books— the 
leaves  of  that  tree  ordained  for  the  healing  of 
the  nations.  God's  little  ones  meet  in  “  dug- 
outs,"  mere  caves  dug  in  the  hills — or  they 
will  travel  miles  over  bleak  prairies  in  this 
inclement  season,  to  worship  the  God  of  their 
fathers  ir.  some  little  lo'  schooldiouse— or 
they  will  even  worship  in  the  main  room  of 
some  ranchman's  “hotel,”  looking  back 
along  the  years  the  while,  and  remembering 
Jerusalem,  the  Zion  of  their  early  years. 
Brethren,  “come  over  and  help  us.”  Breth¬ 
ren,  “  pray  for  us.” 

The  Bev.  H.  P.  Peck  was  elected  pastor  of 
the  First  Presbyterian  church  of  this  city  on 
the  evening  of  January  26th.  This  little 
church  has  increased  from  nine  to  fifty-one 
members  during  the  year ;  thirty  were  re¬ 
ceived  on  certificate,  and  fourteen  on  profes¬ 
sion.  A  building  has  been  erected,  costing 
nearly  $6,000.  A  Sabbath-school  library  and 
nearly  one-half  the  sum  required  for  the 
building  were  given  by  a  good  Christian 
brother  in  Baltimore.  We  take  this  oppor¬ 
tunity  to  send  our  grateful  acknowledgment 
to  our  Board  of  Church  Erection  for  its  aid 
to  the  extent  of  $1,000 ;  also,  to  our  Board  of 
Publication  for  books  contributed ;  and  last, 
though  not  least,  to  that  Sabbath-school  in 
!  Philadelphia  whose  gifts  have  been  most 
thankfully  received,  though  the  donors  are  to 
us  unknown.  Parson  Page. 

~ — - — — — - 

NOTES  FROM  NEBRASKA. 

[CORRESPONDENCE  07  TUB  PRESBYTERIAN.] 

A  Church  Dedicated — Services-— Communion. 

Lincoln,  Nebraska,  Oct.  12, 1870. 

Messrs.  Editors — Permit  me  to  inform  your 
many  readers  that  this  little  capital  city  has 
a  Presbyterian  church.  We  have  not  only  a 
name,  but  a  local  habitation.  This  is  an  ac¬ 
complished/act.  After  many  days,  with  much 


labor,  many  prayers,  much  solicitude,  and  a 
firm  trust  in  God,  the  little  flock  in  this 
prairie  wilderness  has  at  last  a  home. 

The  dedication  services  were  deeply  inter-’ 
esting.  The  presentation  of  a  house  to  God 
is  always  a  solemn  service,  but  when  it  is  re¬ 
membered  that  little  more  than  a  year  ago 
less  than  ten  Presbyterians  could  be  found  in 
this  whole  region,  the  gift  to  God  of  a  beauti-  1 
ful  house,  by  fifty  earnest  souls,  was  an  event 
of  peculiar  rejoicing,  attended  by  special  so¬ 
lemnity.  Two  years  ago  the  first  church 
building  was  erected  in  Lincoln,  and  now  we 
number  six  edifices  where  the  truth  is  taught 
as  it  is  in  Christ.  Rome  has  a  little  chapel 
1  here  also,  but  is  doing  little  as  yet.  It  is 
generally  conceded  that  we  have  the  most 
beautiful  building  in  the  State  for  the  money 
expended.  It  is  31  by  53,  in  Gothic  style, 
with  heavy  corner  tower,  stained  windows, 
choir  and  pulpit  in  the  same  style.  It  will 
seat  conveniently  two  hundred  and  thirty, 
and  is  heated  by  a  furnace  in  the  basement. 
The  total  cost  of  the  building  was  $5,300.  ' 
One  thousand  dollars  were  donated  by  the  ? 
Board  of  Church  Erection,  and  twenty-three^ 
hundred  dollars  by  a  Christian  gentleman  re-L 
j  filing  in  Baltimore.  May  God's  richest  bless-  * 
ings  rest  upon  him,  and  may  ho  feel  assured  I 
of  the  prayers  of  this  people,  whom  he  has  ^ 
so  generously  assisted.  And  may  God  bless  . 
the  Boards  of  our  Presbyterian  Zion  in  their 
efforts  to  subdue  this  land  for  Christ. 

On  Sabbath,  9th  inst.,  this  little  house  of 
worship  was  given  to  God.  The  Rev.  T.  H. 
Cleland,  Jr.,  of  Council  Bluffs,  Iowa,  preached 
the  sermon  from  John  xii.  31,  32.  Many  of  " 
the  resident  clergy  were  present,  and  assisted  * 
in  the  services.  The  house  was  given  to  God  j) 
amid  tears  of  joy  and  heartfelt  praises  from 
all  the  people,  h  e  all  regarded  our  little 
chapel-home  as  another  external  evidence  of 
the  triumph  of  that  uplifted  Jesus,  whose  : 
attractive  power  had  been  so  ably  exhibited  in 
the  dedicatory  sermon.  Feeling  this  drawing 
power,  and  to  give  expression  to  its  influence 
upon  our  hearts,  our  first  service  in  the  new 
building  was  a  union  communion  at  three 
o  clock  P.  31.  Around  the  cross,  in  the  house 
of  the  Lord  which  we  had  been  permitted  to 
give  Him,  we  gave  ourselves  anew  to  his 
work  and  worship — all  hearts  drawn  nearer  to 
Jesus,  and  therefore  nearer  to  each  other.  In 

this  way,  through  the  religion  of  money _ 

consecrated  riches— and  the  power  of  the 


ci’oss,  “  the  wilderness  and  the  solitary  place 
shall  be  glad  for  them ;  and  the  desert  shall 
rejoice  and  blossom  as  the  rose.”. 

Parson  Page. 
- - - - 

For  the  Presbyterian. 

THE  HOME  FIELD. 

How  a  Church  is  Raised  Up  at  the  West. 

A  missionary  in  Nebraska  writes  as  follows: 
At  the  first  the  people  came  to  the  railroad 
for  me,  a  distance  of  twenty-five  miles,  and 
then  would  bring  me  back,  again  after  the 
Sabbath.  This  was  done  several  times,  mak¬ 
ing  a  journey  of  one  hundred  miles  to  get  me 
to  and  from  my  appointments.  At  the  time 
of  the  organization  we  met  in  a  little  room 
about  sixteen  feet  square.  It  had  neither 
doors  nor  windows,  and  was  only  in  fact 
weather-boarded  but  in  part.  It  was  a  cold, 
windy  day,  and  this  was  the  only  place  where 
we  could  be  accommodated  with  a  room  in  all 
that  community.  Our  services  were  necessa¬ 
rily  lengthy;  but  as  I  was  encased  in  a  good 
warm  overcoat,  well  buttoned,  and  was  con¬ 
stantly  exercising  in  speaking,  I  kept  from 
suffering.  But  how  the  people  could  endure 
it  I  am  unable  to  say.  They  did  bear  it, 
however,  bravely,  and  without  serious  damage. 

When  the  weather  became  a  little  warmer 
we  held  our  services  under  some  large  elms 
on  the  banks  of  the  Nomeha  creek,  or  river. 
The  missionary  went  there  about  a  year  ago, 
and  at  once  began  to  agitate  the  subject  of 
building  a  church.  At  first,  however,  he  had 
to  build  a  roof  to  cover  his  own  head.  One 
of  the  brethren  shared  his  own  rude  dwelling 
with  him  in  the  meantime,  for  three  or  four 
weeks.  Finally,  with  hard  work  and  many 
discouragements,  the  little  house  was  so  far 
completed  as  to  afford  them  a  partial  covering 
and  shelter  from  the  approaching  winter. 
They  occupied  it  for  a  dwelling,  and  at  the 
same  time  for  a  church  during  the  winter,  and 
this  spring  went  on  with  the  church  building. 

It  looked  like  an  almost  hopeless  task  for  so 
few  and  so  poor  a  little  band  to  undertake  the 
work  of  building  a  church.  Most  of  them 
lived  in  little  houses;  some  of  them  quite 
rude  and  uncomfortable.  They  were  com¬ 
pelled  to  wear  their  old  clothes — ladies  with 
hats  and  bonnets  several  years  behind  the 
fashions,  and  men  with  their  old  soldier  over¬ 


coats  that  they  wore  years  before  on  the  bat¬ 
tle-field. 

But  they  needed  a  church,  and  in  the  face 
of  all  the  discouragements  they  determined  to 
have  it.  They  raised  on  the  field  what  they 
|  could,  and  then  applied  to,  and  obtained  from 
the  Board  of  Church  Erection  five  hundred 
dollars.  Never  was  there  a  gift  more  worthily 
bestowed  or  more  thankfully  received.  I  can¬ 
not  speak  too  highly  of  the  self-denying  labors 
of  the  pastor  in  accomplishing  this  work.  He 
has  toiled  night  and  day,  working  with  his 
own  hands,  and  with  his  own  team,  to  sup¬ 
plement  his  meagre  salary,  and  to  get  a  shel¬ 
ter  for  his  family  and  a  place  of  worship  com¬ 
pleted.  He  still  lives  in  an  unfinished  and 
uncomfortable  little  place,  hardly  worthy  of 
the  name  of  a  house ;  but  the  church  is 
finished  and  dedicated.  There  is  another  that 
deserves  honorable  mention.  I  refer  to  one 
of  the  elders.  The  other  elder  is  too  aged 
and  infirm  to  do  much,  except  by  his  sub¬ 
scription,  and  his  prayers  and  counsels.  But 
the  first  mentioned  elder  has  a  family  of  six 
children  to  support.  He  has  plenty  of  land, 
but  as  yet  it  is  new  and  unproductive,  and  he 
lives  in  a  small,  uncomfortable  house  on  a 
very  small  income,  and  in  the  mosf/economi- 
cal  way.  The  burden  of  church  building  has 
'  fallen  chiefly  upon  him.  Last  spring  he 
planted  his  corn  ;  and  as  he  had  no  help,  not 
a  plough  nor  a  hoe  has  been  put  into  it  from 
that  day  to  this.  He  has  studied,  and  planned, 
and  economized  in  every  way  to  accomplish 
the  grand  end  in  view— the  completion  of  the 
church.  He  and  his  family  have  worn  their 
old  threadbare,  out-of-date  clothes,  and  every 
available  cent  has  been  put  into  the  church. 
Twelve  times,  I  think  it  is,  he  has  gone  to 
Nebraska  City,  twenty-five  miles  distant,  for 
material  for  the  Lord’s  house,  carrying  his 
own  provisions  with  him,  and  sleeping  under 
his  wagon  on  the  damp  ground,  and  some¬ 
times  in  the  rain.  If  God  rewards  the  giving 
of  a  cup  of  cold  water,  I  am  sure  such  self- 
denial  and  such  labor  will  not  be  forgotten.— 
Presbyterian  Monthly  Record. 


Wahoo,  Nebraska.— Rev.  F.  B.  Welty, 
formerly  of  Evanston,  Wyoming,  has  taken 
charge  of  the  Wahoo  and  Marietta 
churches.  /  2  / 
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Churches  Organized.  —  A  Presbyterian 
church  of  twelve  members  was  organized  at 
Avoca,  Iowa,  on  Sabbath,  July  24,  by  the 
Rev.  Melancthon  Hughes,  and  the  Rev.  Geo. 
R,  Carroll,  District  Secretary  for  North-western 
Iowa. 

— On  Sabbath,  July  24,  the  Rev.  Sheldon 
Jackson,  assisted  by  Mr.  Josiah  Welch,  licen¬ 
tiate,  organized  a  Presbyterian  church  of  nine  j 
members  at  West  Point,  Nebraska.  West  S 
Point  is  a  flourishing  county  seat  and  railroad  I 
town.  The  labors  of  Mr.  Welch  among  that 
people  have  been  much  blessed,  and  very 
general  regret  is  expressed  that  he  must  so 
soon  leave  them  to  return  to  the  Seminary.^1 
— A  committee,  consisting  of  the  Rev.  T. 
II.  Cleland,  Jr.,  Rev.  George  R.  Carroll, 
Rev.  Sheldon  Jackson,  and  Mr.  Thomas  J. 
Sherrard,  organized  a  strong  Presbyterian 
church  in  the  country,  six  miles  east  of  Council 
Bluffs,  on  Sabbath,  July  21.  This  enterprise  | 
is  the  result  of  the  efficient  labors  of  Mr. 
Sherrard  during  his  Seminary  vacation. 

— The  Rev.  Mr.  Dimmick,  of  Omaha,  Ne¬ 
braska,  has  resigned  his  connection  with  the 

Second  Presbyterian  church  of  that  city. 
- - 
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NEBRASKA. 

From  another  and  distant  portion  of  our 
field  comes  the  following  entertaining  let¬ 
ter  which  was  sent  from  Omaha  some  time 
since,  but  for  which  we  have  not  before 
found  a  place.  W riting  from  this  miniature 
Chicago,  our  correspondent  says: 

Omaha  is  a  great  town.  Sixteen  years 
ago  it  numbered  one  inhabitant.  The  name 
of  that  man  is  Hon.  A.  D.  Jones.  He  was 
then  its  first  postmaster  and  his  hat,  its  first 
post  office.  It  was  not  so  much  on  account 
j  of  Utters  that  Mr.  Jones  became  a  govern- 
ment  officer,  as  his  title  to  a  “ claim”  taken 
at  this  point.  A  thousand  Omaha  Indians 
contested  that  “  claim.”  It  was  a  beautiful 
tract  of  land,  shelving  from  the  high  pla¬ 
teau  to  the  very  edge  of  the  Missouri,  thick¬ 
ly  set  with  trees.  Of  course  Mr.  Jones 
could  not  yield  his  “  claim.”  But  how  is 
he  to  hold  it?  Lucky  thought!  “I’ll  get 
'  a  post  office  and  I’ll  be  post  master,”  says 
Jones,  and  he  succeeded.  The  American 
flag  was  there,  and  all  the  Indians  of  the 
plains  could  not  tear  it  down.  That  very 
year  they  sold  the  ground  on  which  the 
city  rests  for  ten  dollars. 

The  first  meeting  of  the  Nebraska  Legis¬ 
lature  was  held  in  this  place,  December, 
1854.  It  is  said  many  districts  were  repre¬ 
sented  which  had  no  inhabitants,  and  that 
the  representative  from  Archer  county  re¬ 
sided  in  St.  Joseph,  Mo.,  and  while  a  mem- 


1  ber  here  obtained  a  ten  days’  leave  of  ab- 
!  sence  to  run  as  candidate  for  the  legislature 
in  Kansas ! 

All  this  sixteen  years  ago. 

What  was  then  E-ro-ma-lia — “up  the 
river” — an  Indian  camp,  is  now  a  city  of 
twenty  thousand,  rejoicing  in  the  sobri¬ 
quet,  “  Central  City  of  the  Republic,”  with 
city  railways,  first-class  hotels,  and  fifty 
I  thousand  dollar  churches. 

Horace  Greeley  said,  in  1000  Nebraska 
would  have  a  population  of  five  millions. 
He  evidently  had  run  his  eye  over  these 
rich  vales  and  table  lands.  He  saw  the 
portals  of  commerce  open  to  the  young, 
inland  State  on  every  side.  He  saw  her 
grain-burdened  trains,  parting,  like  the 
rivers  on  her  mountain  borders,  and  mov¬ 
ing  off  to  the  different  oceans.  There  can 
I  be  no  doubt  about  the  great  future  of  Ne- 
'  braska.  A  more  important  question  to  us 
is,  shall  our  Church  keep  pace  with  its 
growth  ?  AYe  know  it  ought,  and  we  be¬ 
lieve  it  will.  A  few  more  such  men  as 
Rev.  Sheldon  Jackson  on  this  field,  with 
God’s  blessing,  will  insure  the  work.  AVe 
met  him  at  his  home  in  Council  Bluffs, 
Iowa.  He  is  a  small  man,  and  wears  spec¬ 
tacles,  but  is  one  of  the  largest  missionaries 
we  ever  saw,  and  sees  like  a  telescope! 

AVitliin  the  last  year  he  has  organized 
twenty-six  churches,  procured  for  them 
eighteen  ministers,  secured  the  donation  of 
twenty-two  church  lots,  and  saved  for  the 
missionaries,  in  commutation  fare  on  the 
!  railroads,  over  one  thousand  dollars.  His 
field  of  missionary  operations  includes  Ne¬ 
braska,  Colorado,  Wyoming,  Utah,  Monta¬ 
na,  and  Dakota,  too  large  for  any  one  man. 
On  this,  in  all,  he  has  organized  about  sixty 
Presbyterian  churches.  He  is  the  right 
man  in  the  right  place.  Every  dollar  given 
him  in  this  cause,  in  addition  to  that  appro¬ 
priated  by  our  Boards,  will  help  to  carry 
the  gospel  over  his  field.  His  address  is 
Council  Bluffs,  Iowa. 

|  The  history  of  our  Church  in  Omaha  pre- 
|  sents  a  fine  illustration  of  what  persistent 
effort  and  perseverance  can  do  under  diffi¬ 
culties.  Here  it  is.  It  was  organized  by 
Rev.  T.  M.  Dimmick,  December  23,  1860, 
with  twenty-four  members,  and  began  in  : 
j  the  Congregational  church,  where  services  J 
;  were  held  until  the  Spring  of  1861.  From 
I  thence  it  went  to  the  Baptist  cliurcli-room 
|  one  year ;  thence  to  the  Court  House  hall 
about  three  years ;  thence  back  to  the  Con- 
1  gregational  church;  thence  back  to  the 
Court  House  hall;  thence  back  to  the 
j  Congregational  church ;  and  from  thence,  | 
reckoning  by  weeks,  just  eight  years 
to  the  hour,  from  the  time  of  organi- 
!  zation,  it  went  into  its  own  new  Pres¬ 
byterian  church  edifice,  recently  completed 
at  a  cost  oi  nearly  $40,000,  with  one  hun¬ 
dred  and  seventy-five  members.  Yet,  after 
all,  Mr.  Dimmick,  who  is  still  the  _  pastor, 
told  us  what  we  have  no  doubt  is  true, 
“that  if  the  Board  of  Church  Extension 
had  given  them  $1000  at  first,  it  would  have 
saved  for  this  Board  and  that  of  Domestic 


| 


Missions  £4000  ;”  all  of  which  is  a  very 
strong  practical  argument  for  helping  weak 
churches  procure  a  house  of  worship  in  out¬ 
growing  towns  as  soon  as  organized. 

West  of  this  point  our  churches  are  pros¬ 
pering.  Rev.  H.  E.  Peck  is  doing  a  good 
work  at  Lincoln,  where  they  soon  expect 
to  erect  a  church  edifice  .Rev.  J.  C.  Elliott  is 
succeeding  well  with  the  Otoe  University. 
Sheldon  Jackson  is  looking  up  Columbus. 
Along  the  Pacific  Railroad  from  here  towns 
are  literally  leaping  into  existence,  and  the 
lands  of  the  road  are  rapidly  selling  to  set¬ 
tlers  at  from  $2  to  $20  per  acre. 

Among  sonic  of  the  interesting  personal 
items  that  have  been  communicated  to  us 
are  the  following : 

Rev.  Edward  E.  Bayliss  is  at  Cormne, 
Utah,  where  it  is  proposed  to  organize  a 
Presbyterian  church. 

Rev.  W.  S.  Messmer  has  arrived  on  Ins 
new  field  at  Montana,  Iowa. 

Rev.  J.  S.  Dunning,  of  Vinton,  has  agreed 
to  take  charge  of  our  church  in  New  Jeiler- 
son,  Iowa,  next  July. 

* 

For  the  Presbyterian.  !%7Q 

SYNODICAL  PROCEEDINGa 
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SYNOD  OF  IOWA  SOUTH. 

This  Synod  met  in  the  Central  church  of 
Des  Moines,  Iowa,  on  the  13thinst.,  at8P.  M., 
and  was  opened  with  a  sermon  from  1  Chron. 
xii.  32,  by  the  Rev.  H.  IT.  Kellogg,  convener. 

The  next  morning  the  roll  of  the  Synod  was 
made  out,  containing  one  hundred  and  twenty- 
four  ministers  and  one  hundred  and  seventy- 
three  churches.  The  roll  was  called,  and  sev¬ 
enty  ministers  and  twenty  elders  were  found 
present. 

The  Rev.  H.  H.  Kellogg  was  chosen  Mod¬ 
erator,  the  Rev.  W.  G.  Craig  Stated  Clerk, 
the  Rev.  W.  B.  Noble  Permanent  Clerk,  and 
the  Rev.  T.  H.  Cleland,  Jr.,  Temporary  Clerk. 

The  Synod  was  divided  into  Presbyteries,  as 
follows : 

1.  Iowa — Consisting  of  the  ministers  and 
churches  included  within  the  counties  of  Lee, 
Van  Buren,  Davis,  Wapello,  Jefferson,  Henry, 
Des  Moines,  and  the  townships  of  Marshall, 
Morning  Sun,  Wapello,  Jefferson,  and  Elliott, 
in  the  county  of  Louisa, 

2.  Iowa  City — Consisting  of  the  ministers 
and  churches  included  within  the  counties  of 
Scott,  Cedar,  Johnson,  Iowa,  Powesheik,  Ke¬ 
okuk,  Washington,  Muscatine,  and  the  re¬ 
maining  portion  of  Louisa  county. 

3.  Des  Moines — Consisting  of  the  ministers 
and  churches  included  within  the  counties  of 


Jasper,  Polk,  Dallas,  Guthrie,  Adair,  Madi-  j 
son,  Warren,  Marion,  Mahaska,  Monroe, 
Lucas,  Clarke,  Union,  Ringgold,  Decatur, 
Wayne,  and  Appanoose. 

4.  Missouri  River — Consisting  of  the  minis¬ 
ters  and  churches  included  within  the  remain¬ 
ing  counties  within  our  bounds  in  the  State  of 
Iowa,  viz:  Audubon,  Shelby,  Harrison,  Pot¬ 
tawattamie,  Cass,  Adams,  Montgomery,  Mills, 
Fremont,  Page,  and  Taylor,  the  State  of  Ne¬ 
braska,  and  the  Territory  of  Wyoming. 

The  Presbyteries  were  ordered  to  meet  on 
the  15th,  at  8  A.  M.,  and  complete  their 
organization. 

A  paper  was  offered  by  the  Rev.  J.  D. 
Mason  concerning  the  Five  Million  Memorial 
Fund,  recommending  the  adoption  of  the  cir¬ 
cular  of  the  General  Assembly’s  Committee, 
as  expressing  the  judgment  of  the  Synod  upon 
the  subject — enjoining  the  action  of  Presby¬ 
teries,  ministers,  and  sessions,  in  furthering 
the  raising  of  this  Fund  ;  and  asking  for  the 
appointment  of  a  committee  to  aid  in  carrying 
out  the  views  of  the  Assembly’s  Committee. 
The  paper  was  adopted,  and  the  Rev.  H.  H. 
Kellogg,  the  Rev.  W.  G.  Craig,  and  Colonel 
William  Thompson,  were  appointed  as  the 
committee. 

Upon  the  subject  of  Home  Missions  the 
Synod  was  thoroughly  awake  and  in  earnest. 
All  felt  that  in  our  widely-extended  territory, 
rapidly  filling  up  with  population,  there  is  a 
great  work  to  be  done,  which  demands  our 
greatest  diligence.  Railroads  are  multiplying, 
towns  are  springing  up,  and  opportunities  are 
afforded  for  the  planting  of  churches. 

In  the  language  of  the  Committee  who  re¬ 
ported  on  this  subject,  “  What  we  do  must  be 
done  quickly.”  These  precious  opportunities, 
if  not  speedily  improved,  will  pass  away,  and 
we  will  be  left  to  deplore  our  sluggishness, 
and  reap  its  bitter  fruit  in  the  low  estate  of 
our  beloved  Zion.  In  view  of  these  consider¬ 
ations,  Synod  resolved  “that  we  regard  the 
employment  of  two  Synodical  missionaries  as 
indispensable  to  the  successful  prosecution  of 
the  missionary  work  within  our  bounds.” 
The  Synod  was,  therefore,  divided  into  two 
districts — the  eastern  comprising  the  Presby¬ 
teries  of  Iowa,  Iowa  City,  and  Des  Moines; 
and  the  western  the  Presbytery  of  Missouri 
River.  The  Rev.  William  Campbell,  of  Adel, 
was  chosen  Synodical  missionary  for  the  west¬ 
ern  division,  and  the  Rev.  J.  D.  Mason,  of 
Davenport,  for  the  eastern,  for  the  coming  six 


months,  to  be  succeeded  at  the  expiration  of 
that  time  by  the  Rev.  W.  B.  Noble,  of  Fort 
Madison.  These  brethren  were  recommended 
to  the  Board  for  commissions. 

After  transacting  other  business  of  local 
importance,  Synod  adjourned  to  meet  in 
Council  Bluffs  on  the  third  Thursday  of  Octo¬ 
ber,  A.D.  1871.  Clerk. 

P.  S. — The  number  of  ministers  in  the  sev¬ 
eral  Presbyteries,  as  reconstructed,  is  as  fol¬ 
lows  : —  Iowa,  32 ;  Iowa  City,  34  ;  Des  Moines, 
30;  Missouri  River,  28.  Total,  124. 


Churches  Organized.  —  A  Presbyterian 
church  of  fourteen  members  was  organized  on 
Sabbath,  June  20th,  at  Ashland,  Nebraska, 
by  the  Rev.  Sheldon  Jackson,  assisted  by 
Mr.  S.  A.  Shaver,  licentiate,  through  whose 
labors  the  church  was  gathered.  Ashland  is 
a  flourishing  county  seat  on  the  line  of  the 
Burlington  and  Missouri  River  Railroad,  Ne¬ 
braska  division. 

—The  organization  of  a  Presbyterian  church 
at  Corinne,  Utah,  was  completed  on  the  even¬ 
ing  of  the  14th  inst.  The  services  were  con¬ 
ducted  by  the  Rev.  E.  E.  Bayless,  minister  in 
charge,  and  the  Rev.  Sheldon  Jackson,  Super¬ 
intendent  of  Missions.  This  new  enterprise 
greatly  needs  a  church  building,  to  place  it  on 
a  permanent  footing.  Who  will  enable  the 
Board  of  Church  Erection  to  build  the  Pres¬ 
byterian  church  edifice  in  Mormondom  ? 

— The  Decatur  and  Logan  Creek  churches 
arc  rapidly  completing  their  houses  of  worship. 

—The  Rev.  F.  L.  Arnold,  of  Marengo, 
Iowa,  has  taken  charge  of  the  churches  at 
Laramie  and  Rawlin  Springs,  Wyoming  Ter¬ 


ritory. 


NEBRASKA. 

Fresli  Worlicrs  in  tJie  Field. — Rev.  J.  B.  ; 
Long  of  tlie  last  class  of  the  Northwestern  The¬ 
ological  Seminary,  has  taken  charge  of  the 
churches  of  Tekamah  and  Bell  Creek,  Neb. 

Messrs.  Annin  and  Eastman,  middlers  of  the 
I  same  Seminary,  have  taken  charge  of  Bellvue, 
Grand  Island,  and  North  Platte,  Neb.,  for  the 
Summer, 

Messrs.  McCusk  ey  and  Darley  of  the  same 
Seminary,  are  also  at  work  in  Nebraska, 


MEETING  OF  PRESBYTERIES. 


J- 


THE  OMAHA  PRESBYTERY. 


We  have  been  for  two  days  iff.  the  midst  of  ' 


Summer.  The  Missouri  river  has  been  rolling 
its  muddy  waters  over  its  banks  on  towards  f 
the  ocean.  And  last  night  at  midnight,  on 
our  return  from  the  meeting  of  the  Omaha  l 
Presbytery  at  Onawa,  Iowa,  we  foiled  it  an 
insurpassabie  barrier  to  our  reaching  home. 


Consequently  we  were  obliged  to  return  to  ■ 
Council  Bluffs,  and  again  try  the  passage 


this  morning — in  which  attempt  we  were 
more  fortunate. 

Onawa  is  about  forty  miles  below  Sioux 
City,  where  Rev.  Wm.  Pelan  resides,  our 
very  efficient  and  honored  ministerial  brother 
who  labors  with  the  church  there,  and  also 
with  the  one  at  Missouri  Valley,  some  thirty- 
five  miles  below,  at  the  junction  of  the  / 
and  N.  W.  and  the  Sioux  City  and  Paa 
railroads.  We  have  added  to  our  Pre.4v 
tery  during  the  past  year,  Revs.  John  L.  p 
Gage,  A.  T.  Wood,  and  Alexander  Suther-  ^ 
land.  The  latter  is  a  very  much  respected  L. 
brother  from  Pictou  of  the  British  Lower 
Provinces,  and  now  doing  a  good  work  : 
among  many  of  his  former  people,  who  have  ^ 
come  out  to  this  new  country  and  forme^^. 
a  colony  at  Schuyler •  on  the  U.  P.  R.  R-g^ 
some  forty-five  miles  west  of  Omaha.  Wi 
have  received  under  our  care  three  nev. 
churches,  and  the  interests  of  our  branch  of 
the  Church  have  been  advanced.  We  are 
getting  a  good  working  force  into  this  broad 
field,  stretching  west  from  the  Missouri 
River.  There  must  be  already  in  the  field 
north  of  Kansas,  and  west  of  Iowa,  some 
twenty-five  to  thirty-five  Presbyterian  minis¬ 
ters,  and  the  number  will  be  greatly  enlarged 
the  present  season. 

Last  year  I  travelled  nearly  or  quite  eight 
hundred  miles  in  my  attendance  of  Synod  ;  |  " 
and  the  year  before  the  trip  was  equally  ex- !  x 
tensive,  but  not  so  difficult  and  tedious,  on  ac  in 
count  of  a  less  number  of  changes  than  lastji  w 
year.  We  cannot  afford  to  attend  Synod'' 
very  often  under  such  circumstances.  We 
have,  however,  the  utmost  confidence  in  our 
Committee,  and  believe  they  will  recommend 
the  very  best  plan,  when  they  shall  be  fully 
advised  in  regard  to  the  new  and  rapidly  en¬ 
larging  fields  beyond  the  reach  practically  of 
the  present  organization.  Fraternally, 

F.  M.  D. 


Omaha,  April  13th,  1870. 


0 
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A  CORRECTION. 

While  on  this  subject  of  our  churches 
along  the  line  of  the  Pacific,  we  will  in¬ 
troduce  the  following  letter  from  Mr.  Kep- 
hart,  in  which  he  corrects  some  of  the  j 
statements  made  in  his  communication 
published  in  Tins  Interior  of  April  3b. 


r 


He  says : 

Since  my  letter  to  The  Interior,  in  re¬ 
lation  to  the  moral  destitution  along  the 
U.  P.  R.  R-,  I  learn  that  I  was  mistaken 
somewhat,  and  as  I  have  received  the  paper 
containing  that  letter,  I  take  the  liberty  ol 
asking  you  to  make  the  correction.  There  ! 
are,  in  addition  to  the  churches  and  minis¬ 
ters  mentioned  in  my  former  letter,  Rev. 
Jos.  M.  Wilson,  at  Columbus;  Rev.  W.  B. 
Sutherland,  at  Schuyler,  and  Rev.  S.  Annise, 
at  Grand  Island  and  North  Platte.  Revs. 
Wilson  and  Sutherland,  I  learn,  have  been 
on  their  fields  since  last  fall. 

This  doubles  the  number  of  ministers 
given  in  my  former  letter,  and  gives  an  ad¬ 
dition  of  three  churches.  Still,  it  leaves  a 
sad  state  of  moral  destitution.  Bro.  Jack- 
son  has  been  active  and  indefatigable  in  his 
work,  since  I  came  to  this  field,  both  m 
this  Territory  and  Colorado.  But  he  lias 
doubtless  many  difficulties  to  contend.with, 
not  the  least  of  which,  perhaps,  is  too  large 
a  field  of  labor.  My  own  impression  is, 
that  there  is  work  enough  in  Wyoming  and 
Colorado  alone,  to  occupy  the  time  and  tax 
the  energies  of  any  one  man,  if  well  done. 

I  make  the  above  correction  the  more  ! 
cheerfully,  because  your  editorial  remarks 
accompanying  my  former  letter  might  be 
construed  into  a  reflection  upon  Bro.  Jack¬ 
son’s  faithfulness  to  duty,  which  I  do  not 
suppose  you  intended. 


A  Picture  of  South-western  Ecusas. 

Burlingame,  Kansas,  Oct.  18,  1870. 

Dear  Banner: — Going  to  Presbytery  in 
Kansas  is  somewhat  different  from  my  pleas¬ 
ant  jaunts  in  Ohio.  Fortunately  for  me,  I 
^  live  on  a  railroad,  and  the  Presbytery  met  in 
a  town  on  the  same  road,  distant  about  forty 
miles.  As  I  went,  I  did  some  mission-  j 
^  ary  work.  After  a  ride  of  nearly  twenty 
'  miles  over  the  prairie,  frequently  not  a  bouse 

^  to  be  seen,  though  miles  of  country  were  in 

sight  all  the  time,  I  stopped  at  a  town  three 
L  months  old,  containing  about  a  dozen  houses. 

Was  metby  ayouDg  man  who  took  me  over  the 
a  prairie  nearly  four  miles,  passing  but  one  house 
S  until  we  reached  his  home.  His  mother  greeted  1 
ol  me  with  the  salutation — “  Welcome  to  K&n- 
m  sas !  Have  not  seen  ©r  heard  a  Presbyterian 
b  minister  since  we  came  here.”  The  family 
an  had  arrived  in  April,  having  left  a  very  com¬ 


fortable  home  near  Williamsport,  Pa.  Here 
they  have  a  large  farm  that  has  produced  them 
almost  nothing  this  year,  two  horses  for  work, 
and  three  cows.  They  have  the  shell  of  what 
may  be  made  a  very  comfortable  house. 

In  the  evening  they  took  me  to  a  school- 
houEe,  where  I  preached  the  first  sermon  ever 
preached  in  that  neighborhood  by  a  Presby¬ 
terian  minister.  I  lodged  with  a  young  cou¬ 
ple  from  Mad'son,  Wisconsin.  There  are  in 
that  neighborhood  about  twelve  church  mem¬ 
bers,  hungry  for  the  Word.  Most  of  them 
have  just  arrived,  and  are  as  yet  without  the 
comforts,  or  rather  the  necessaries  of  life. 
The  regular  old  Jayhawbs  don’t  have,  or  at 
least,  feel  any  necessities,  and  despise  luxuries. 
I  was  told  of  one  old  resident,  wealthy,  who 
has  not  a  chair  in  the  house.  He  has  a  three- 
legged  stool ;  says  that  it  once  was  a  chair, 
but  his  wife  broke  it  beating  the  cow.  The 
Wisconsin  family  told  me  that  the  family 
who  preceded  them  in  their  house  (a  large 
frame),  had  a  hole  in  the  floor,  through  which 
they  poured  the  swill  into  the  cellar,  in  which 
they  kept  their  hogs  ;  the  chickens  roosted  in 
the  garret,  and  they  kept  the  horses  in  the 
room  on  the  opposite  side  of  the  hall ! 


From  that  place  1  rode  in  a  buggy  over  the 
prairie  fifteen  miles  to  Emporia.  For  ten 
miles  there  was  not  a  house.  The  town  we  I 
found  to  be  a  live  place  of  2,500,  They  are 
putting  up  some  fine  business  heuseB.  The 
Presbyterian  church  meets  in  an  upper  room. 
It  was  the  first  regular  meeting  of  the  Pres¬ 
bytery  of  Emporia.  After  sermon  the  Mode¬ 
rator  constituted  Presbytery;  asked  the  Stated 
Clerk  to  call  the  roll  ;  he  declared  a  quorum 
— three  ministers  and  two  elders.  There  were 
two  ready  to  unite,  and  there  were  two  vis¬ 
itors. 

Our  field  is  the  south-west  portion  of  Kan¬ 
sas.  In  all  that  vast  territory,  we  have  but 
eight  organized  churches,  and  two  of  them 
but  six  members  each.  When  we  met,  we 
found  there  was  not  a  settled  pastor  in  the 
Presbytery.  The  church  at  Emporia  pre¬ 
sented  a  call  for  the  services  of  Rev.  Albert 
McCalla.  Presbytery  appointed  his  installa¬ 
tion  for  Sabbath  evening.  The  installation 
took  place  at  the  time  appointed.  He  is  the 
first  pastor  of  that  church,  and  the  first  in 
the  Presbytery. 


'  We  met  on  Thursday  evening,  as  remarked 
above,  with  but  three  members  present.  We 
received  two.  There  wore  thr<  e  more  living: 

°  i 


iown  near  to  th®  lino  ®f  the  Indian  Territory. 
We  learned  that  there  had  been  heavy  rains 
In  that  direction,  and  that  streams  were  iin- 
passnbio.  Wo  remained  in  session  until  noon 
Mi  Saturday,  when,  giving  up  all  hope  of  their 
arrival,  we  adjourned.  At  four  o’clock  two 
of  them  arrived,  one  having  traveled  with 
his  pony  team,  his  wife  and  three  children, 
one  hundred  miles.  The  other,  father  Gor¬ 
don,  who  is  sixty-two  years  old,  had  ridden 
seventy  miles.  When  I  met  Bro.  Boggs, 
from  Wichiter,  and  learned  that  ho  had  trav¬ 
eled  a  hundred  miles  to  meet  us,  I  felt  very 
sad.  He  lives  on  the  Arkansas  River,  in  a 
new  town,  growing  rapidly.  His  church  is 
composed  almost  entirely  of  young  men.  I 
understood  him  to  say  that  there  v?as  but  one 
family  in  the  church  beside  bis  own.  Ho 
wonder  that  his  wife  wa3  willing  to  take  such 
a  ride,  that  she  might  meet  her  sisters  in 
Christ.  Neither  is  it  any  wonder  that  she 
wished  her  children  might  get  a  glimpse  into 
civilized  life.  Another  object  of  the  journey 
was  lo  lay  in  stores  for  the  Winter. 


On  Sabbath  morning  we  had  communion — 
a  pleasant  and  profitable  season  ;  in  the  even¬ 
ing  the  installation  services.  The  attendance 
was  good,  notwithstanding  that  it  rained  in¬ 
cessantly  from  Saturday  evening  until  Mon¬ 
day  morning.  Monday  morning,  still  rain¬ 
ing,  I  made  my  way  to  the  station,  and  had  a 
pleasant  ride  home  ;  more  pleasant,  because 
of  the  contrast  between  my  journey  and  that 
of  Bro.  Boggs,  who  had  to  transport  himself, 
family,  and  Winter  supplies,  one  hundred 
miles  through  the  mud. 

Now  that  I  am  at  home,  and  have  time  to 
think,  I  see  that  we  have  a  noble  field ;  but 
how  to  cultivate  it  I  sea  not.  For  myself,  I 
have  an  important  point,  and  there  are  points 
around  that  might  be  reached,  had  I  the 
means  to  do  it.  Supposing  that  the  Church 
meant  this  work  should  be  done,  I  have  taken 
hold,  bought  a  horse,  and  prepared  to  do  my 
best.  Now  comes  the  word  that  no  aid  can 
be  had.  I  must  sell  my  horse,  and  must  either 
abandon  the  field,  or  by  some  employment 
make  my  support.  To  me  personally,  it  is 
not  a  matter  of  much  importance;  but  can 
the  Church  afford  to  let  her  mission  fields  lie 
waste  ?  The  District  Secretary  was  present 
at  our  meeting.  His  presence  was  almost  es¬ 
sential,  and  was  worth  to  the  Board  more 
than  it  cost.  Thera  are  a  great  many  ways  in 
which.  he  stops  leaks,  besides  preparing  the 
way  for  the  missionary.  How  welcome  the 


Banner  in  this  distant  place.!  When  lonely 
and  sad,  it  is  sweet  to  see  its  familiar  face  and 
con  over  its  contents.  S  / 

This  service  of  our  Lord  is  a  blessed  ser¬ 
vice  ;  but,  like  him,  we  must  pass  through 
solitude  and  cos  flict.  It  is  good  for  mo,  though 
painful,  to  leave  my  sweet  home,  loved  church 
and  brethren,  for  these  wilds.  The  solitude 
of  the  prairie  is  sweet,  compared  with  that  of 
the  street,  and  the  multitudes  that  love  not 
Jesus.  With  God’s  blessing,  I  will  help  to 
subdue  this  land  to  Christ.  Selma. 


Kearney  Presbytery  ■'] 

Met  in  Plum  Creek,  Neb.,  Sept.  17.  This  . 
town  is  on  the  U.  P.  R.  R,  230  miles  west 
of  Omaha,  and  the  county-seat  of  Daw¬ 
son  County,  ail  large  and  fertile  county 
in  the  Platte  Valley  principally.  In 
Plum  Creek  there  is  as  yet  no  house 
of  worship.  Our  church  had  $000  sub¬ 
scribed  toward  the  erection  of  one,  but  , 
had  to  defer  tbo  matter  until  next  season. 
The  Presbytery  was  opened  with  a  ser-  1 
mon  by  the  retiring  Myderator.  Rev.  Chas.  : 
S.  {Marvin.  Rev.  Geo.  W.  Newell  was 
elected  Moderator.  The  second  evening 
Rev.  Jas.  A.  Griffes  preached.  Since  the 
spring  meeting  four  churches  have  been  < 
organized,  and  there  is  an  immediate 
prospect  of  several  more.  Our  licentiate, 
Mr.  E.  N.  Lord,  is  doing  a  good  work  in 
the  Republican  Valloy.  Rev.  Chas.  Mar¬ 
vin  was  dismissed  to  the  Presbytery  of 
Dos  Moines.  The  Presbytery  is  able  to 
report  a  warm  attachment  upon  the  part 
of  the  churches  for  Presbyterianism  and 
a  commendable  zeal  in  Christian  work. 
The  live  ministers  who  make  up  the  Pres¬ 
bytery  have  each  large  fields  to  cultivate, 
but  they  are  hopeful  and  prayerful.  They 
ask  the  Church  East  to  increase  rather 
than  diminish  her  contributions  to  the 
mission  work  in  this  State  and  elsewhere, 
where  drouth  and  grasshoppers  have  made 
the  people  very  poor. 

Geo.  A.  Hutchinson,  S.  C. 


NEBRASKA. 

—  /  <ini 


Nebraska  is  a  State  six  years  old, 
having  been  admitted  to  the  Union  in 
March,  1S67. 

It  lies  directly  west  of  Iowa,  the  di 
viding  line  being  the  Missouri  River. 

It  is  the  thirty-seventh,  and  the 
youngest  among  the  United  States,  but 
in  J une,  1870,  it  already  had  a  popula¬ 
tion  of  122  993,  and  has  room  for 


twenty  times  as  many. 

Those  thousands  have  resorted  to  it, 
most  of  them  within  the  last  three 
years,  because  of  its  position,  healthful¬ 
ness,  beauty  and  productiveness. 

The  valuation  of  property  for  taxa¬ 
tion  in  1869  was  forty-two  millions  ;  in 
1870  it  was  fifty-three,  showing  an 
increase  of  twenty-five  per  cent,  in 
twelve  months.  It  has  no  public  debt. 

Its  position  is  the  most  central  in  the 
Union.  The  longitudinal  line  running 
midway  between  Washington  and  San 
Francisco  cuts  it  into  two  parts,  almost 
equal.  It  also  lies  midway  between 
the  mouth  of  the  Mississippi  and  the 
head  of  navigation  on  the  Missouri. 
As  to  latitude,  one-fourth  of  it  lies 
south  and  three-fourths  north  of  New 
York  City. 

Extending  from  the  Missouri  River 
westward,  nearly  to  the  Rocky  Moun¬ 
tains,  it  has  an  extreme  length  of  about 
400,  by  a  width  of  about  200  miles, 
or  about  50,000,000  acres  of  the  best 
agricultural  lands  on  the  American  con¬ 
tinent, 

‘•During  the  last  decade,”  says  the 
NewjYork  Tribune,  “Illinois,  Michigan, 
Iowa,  Missouri  Kansas,  Texas  and 
California  have  been  the  most  thrifty 
States ;  though  we  judge  Nebraska 
likely  to  show  as  large  per  centage  of 
increase  as  the  best  of  them  during  the 
next  ten  years.”  More  than  one-third 
of  all  its  homesteaders  and  pre-emptors 
have  entered  Nebraska  since  New 
Year’s,  1870. 

The  two  great  railways  of  the  State 
are  the  Union  Pacific  R.  R.,  and  the 
Burlington  and  Missouri  River  R.  R. 
The  1  nion  Pacific  extends  for  nearly 
500  miles  through  the  broad  rich  val¬ 
ley  of  the  Platte,  along  which  the 
company  has  a  land  grant  from  five  to 
fifteen  miles  wide.  See  their  advertise 
ment  in  another  column.  The  B.  & 
M.  R.  R.,  also,  has  millions  of  acres  of 


fine  prairie  lands  for  sale. 

The  illustrations  of  Nebraska  scenery 
in  several  numbers  of  this  paper  are 
from  along  the  line  of  this  road.  Ne¬ 
braska  is  increasing  very  rapidly  in 
population.  Immigration  is  rolling  in 
a  constant  stream.  Town  and  villages 
are  springing  up  and  rapidly  growing 
in  size  and  influence.  And  extensive 
and  valuable  farms  are  being  opened 
on  every  hand.  Nor  has  the  Church 
been  idle.  Four  years  ago  the  Presby¬ 
terian  churches  of  Nebraska  were  con¬ 
nected  with  a  Presbytery  in  Iowa  ;  now 
they  have  three  Presbyteries  and  a 
Synod  to  themselves.  Rev.  N.  C. 
Robinson  is  the  efficient  superintend¬ 
ent  of  their  missions.  His  post-office 
address  is  Nebraska  City,  Neb. 

FROM  NEBRASKA.  /87  V 

Dear  Editor: — We  are  sure  of 
something,  namely,  if  the  ministry 
read  the  paper  you  send  to  the  whole 
body  of  our  ministers  they  will  be  in¬ 
formed  of  some  of  the  demands  of  this 
period.  And  again,  what  responsibil¬ 
ity  rests  upon  those  who  do  not  faith-  | 
fully  present  to  their  charges  the  claims 
of  Zion  throughout  the  world,  and  es¬ 
pecially  the  claims  of  our  own  laud. 
There  is  nothing  so  encouraging  in  the 
progress  of.  our  church  work  as  an 
intelligent  conception  of  .the  work  ex¬ 
emplified  by  systematic  giving.  The 
Minutes  of  the  General  Assembly 
show  us  clearly  what  ministers  and 
churches  properly  estimate  this.  Some 
give  to  so  few  of  the  Boards,  and  some 
so  meagerly,  when  we  carefully  con-  \ 
sider  their  financial  and  numerical  po¬ 
sition.  Sin  lieth  at  the  door,  and  self 
has  not  been  denied,  so  that  there  is  a 
following  of  the  Lord  wholly. 

In  the  frontier  portion  of  our  Church 
there  is  a  certainty  as  to  two  things. 
1.  Ministers  laboring  with  beneficiary 
congregitions  do  much  hard  work, 


f  make  many  sacrifices,  and  are  worthy 
of  their  hire;  and,  2.  These  beneficiary 
congregations  are  liberal  in  their  finan- 
oia.1  support  of  the  means  of  grace  to 
an  exemplary  degree.  This  latter  fact 
19  well  shown  when  we  compare  the 
contributions  of  those  who  have  been 
trained  in  the  West  and  those  who  have 
lately  come  out  from  the  East,  or  from 
other  shores.  In  the  West  they  train 
themselves  to  give  abundantly  of  their 
poverty,  and  not  of  their  surplus,  as 
is  so  generally  done  farther  East.  I 
reluctantly  receive  the  amounts  offered 
me  as  salary  from  some  of  my  congre¬ 
gation.  I  never  knew  such  a  state  of 
things  in  the  region  in  which  I  was 
reared.  There  two  thirds  of  the  fam¬ 
ilies  could  give  twice  and  four  times  the 
1  stipends  they  do  give,  and  ten  times 
!  the  amount  to  the  Boards  of  our  Church, 
and  not  feel  it. 

If  the  ministers  in  Nebraska  could 
take  some  of  their  families  and  hold 
them  up  before  the  able ,  independent 
churches,  the  debt  of  a  hundred  thou¬ 
sand  dollars  of  the  Home  Board  would  i 
be  canceled  at  once.  Seeing,  they  would 
believe  aud  act. 


Grasshoppers,  drought,  and  inability 
of  the  Board  to  meet  quarterly  pay¬ 


ments  speedily,  embarrass  the  mission¬ 
ary  and  discourage  the  people.  Our 
commissioner  to  the  Assembly  pledged 
our  Presbytery  for  $75.  Notwith¬ 
standing  the  calamities  which  we  are 
experiencing,  we  cheerfully  raised  it 


at  our  first  meeting  of  Presbytery 
We  felt  it ;  some  did  it  with  a  depleted 
purse. 

The  crisis  of  our  beloved  Zion  can 
be  met.  There  is  no  doubt  of  it.  But 
how?  Let  every  minister  and  church 
session  lead  off,  and  at  the  same  time 
impress  the  people  with  the  nature  of 
the  work,  and  then  keep  it  up  as  long 
as  God  gives  them  life,  and  the  result 
is  reached ,  and  no  crisis  need  be  feared 
in  the  future.  Tell  the  rich  the  Lord 


wants  of  their  abundance  and  the  poor 
of  their  poverty.  Peter’s  pence  will 
go  far  with  the  favor  of  Almighty  God. 
Tell  them  the  Church  is  advancing,  the 
enemy  is  retreating,  Zion  is  throwing 
up  her  walls  and  bulwarks  ;  that  more 
men  and  more  money  are  needed  to 
i  oarry  0D  ttis  war,  or  the  forces  of  Im- 
|  manuel  must  ingloriously  retreat,  dis¬ 
couraged  and  enfeebled;  that  the 
Home  Missionary  is  from  their  own 
Presbyteries;  his  families  are  from  the 
poor  (sometimes  richer)  though  noble 
of  their  flocks.  You,  fathers,  brethren 
and  sisters,  can  help  us  and  our  flocks, 
and  through  the  Church  raise  up  for¬ 
tresses  which  shall  be  immovable  in 
stemming  the  tide  of  unbelief  over¬ 
running  our  land. 

Geo.  B.  Smith. 


Fremont,  Nebraska. — In  your  issue 
of  Jan.  14th,  among  the  religious  items,  a 
letter  above  the  signature  of  N.  C.  Robin¬ 
son  attracts  my  attention.  It  has  refer¬ 
ence  to  the  (so-called)  progressive  move¬ 
ments  of  the  Presbyterian  Church  organ¬ 
ization  in  Nebraska.  I  do  not  know  the 
wants  of  other  places  in  Nebraska,  but 
would  call  your  attention  to  the  spot  he 
particularizes  as  an  important  point,  viz: 
Fremont,  Neb.  Fremont,  a  town  on  the  ; 
i  U.  P.  R.  R.,  forty-seven  miles  west  of 
I  Omaha  City,  has  a  population  of  about 
two  thousand  inhabitants,  with  fair  pros¬ 
pects  of  growth  and  improvement,  but  still, 
j  to  the  religious  community  in  general, 

'  things  would  not  seem  to  indicate  that  the 
j  time  is  come  for  a  movement  of  this  kind 
Already  we  have  five  orthodox  churches 
— among  them  the  Congregationalist,  cou¬ 
sin-german  of  the  Presbyterian,  and  large¬ 
ly  composed  of  original  Presbyterians. 
This  church  was  organized  fifteen  years 
ago,  and  for  the  past  two  years,  through 
the  unremitting  efforts  of  the  present  pas¬ 
tor,  has  been  self-sustaining. 

And  now,  when  remoter  unoccupied 
places  so  much  more  need  gospel  privi¬ 
leges  and  influences,  this  effort  to  establish 
one  so  similar  to  that  in  existence,  to  the 


looker-on  wears  the  aspect  of  rivalry  rath¬ 
er  than  pure  Christianity.  It  draws  money 
from  a  treasury  supplied  by  the  contribu¬ 
tions  of  the  benevolent  of  all  classes,  many 
of  whose  donors  are  poorer  than  their  re¬ 
cipients,  while  its  tendency  is  to  weaken 
and  depress  a  sister  church,  which  has 
just  struggled  to  a  living  basis.  If  the  in¬ 
quiry  may  be  considered  relevant,  may  I 
ask  here  what  is  the  object  and  aim  of  the 
Home  Missionary  Society — is  it  to  use  its 
means  in  projecting  the  Redeemer’s  king¬ 
dom  into  fields  from  whither  the  Mace¬ 
donian  cry  floats  back  in  tremulous  ap¬ 
peals,  “  Come  over  and  help  us,”  or  is  it 
to  expend  them  in  building  up  every 
branch  of  the  Church  by  making  a  spirit¬ 
ual  battle-ground  of  territory  to  all  appear¬ 
ance  preoccupied  by  other  evangelical  j 
denominations  ? — Herald  and  Preshvter.  I 

West  Point,  Neb.— On  Sabbath,  July 
24th,  Rev.  Sheldon  Jackson,  assisted  by 
Mr.  Josiah  Welch,  licentiate,  organized  a 
Presbyterian  Church  of  nine  members  at 
West  Point,  a  flourishing  county-seat  and 
railroad  town  of  Nebraska,  Mr.  Welch’s 
labors  in  that  seotion  have  been  much 
blessed,  and  very  general  regret  is  express¬ 
ed  that  he  must  so  soon  leave  for  the  sem¬ 
inary. 

New  Church. — A  committee,  consist¬ 
ing  of  Rev.  T.  H.  Cleland,  Jr.,  Rev.  Geo. 

R.  Carroll,  Rev.  Sheldon  Jackson,  and  Mr. 
Ihomas  J.  Sherrard,  organized  a  strong 
Presbyterian  Church  on  Sabbath,  July 
31st,  in  the  country,  six  miles  east  of 
Council  Bluffs. 

This  enterprise  is  the  result  of  the  effi¬ 
cient  labors  of  Mr,  Sherrard  during  his 
seminary  vacation.  Our  correspondent  did 
not  give  us  the  name  of  the  heW  tthlirch. 

Rev.  Sheldon.  i?ac&s&&,  having  been 
recomihissioned  District  Secretary  of  Pres¬ 
byterian  Miesiena  for  the  Rocky  Moun¬ 
tain  Torfciterbss,  would  request  correspond¬ 
ents  t6  address  him  at  Denver,  Colorado. 

XEH  liAMvA.  - 

.  F our  young  men  from  the  Theological  Sem¬ 
inary  in  Chicago  have  gone  to  this  State,  and 
have  entered  upon  their  work  with  the  cor¬ 
dial  sympathy  and  support  of  the  people.  J. 

0.  Eastman  has  gone  to  Bellevue,  Samuel  An¬ 
nin  to  Grand  Island  and  North  Platte,  Wm 
H.  McCuskey  to  Madison  county,  and  J.  B. 
Long  to  Tekama  and  Bell  Creek. 


LETTER  FROM  NEBRASKA. 

Rkd  Cloud,  Webster  Co.,  Neb  7 
July  20,  1874.  ’) 
I  have  recently  enjoyed  a  privilege 
so  rare,  and  its  results  so  interesting  to 
me,  I  have  thought  it  might  interest 
some  of  your  readers.  On  the  8th  of 
J uly  I  drove  into  Nelson,  the  county- 
seat  of  Nuckolls  County,  with  my  mis¬ 
sionary  outfit.  I  found  it  a  small  place 
indeed  for  a  county-seat.  There  is  a 
single  store,  hotel,  court-house,  black-! 
smith  shop,  and  five  or  six  dwelling- 
houses  only  in  sight,  and  a  school-house 
nearly  finished.  The  county,  though 
one  of  the  finest  in  the  State,  is  vt 
sparsely  settled,  because  most  of  t 
land  is  owned  by  the  railroad  and  l 
speculators. 

Very  soon  after  I  reached  Nelson 
found  there  had  never  been  a  sermoi 
preached  in  the  place,  and  that  thert 
was  no  church  organization  in  the 
county,  except  what  is  called  a  Chris¬ 
tian  Church,  some  eight  miles  from  the 
county-seat.  An  appointment  was  made 
for  preaching  in  the  court-house  three 
remaining  evenings  of  the  week,  and 
on  the  Sabbath,  and  inquiry  was  made 
to  see  if  the  material  could  be  found  for 
organizing  a  Presbyterian  Church. 

The  wife  of  the  merchant  was  the 
only  Presbyterian  in  town,  but  the 
teacher  was  educated  in  that  denomina¬ 
tion,  and  desired  very  much  to  have  a 
church  organized,  that  she  might  make 
a  profession  of  faith  in  Christ,  and  let 
the  world  know  that  she  had  recently 
been  led  to  embrace  him  as  her  only 
Savior. 

An  intimate  friend  of  the  teacher,  a 
young  lady  of  earnest,  consistent  piety 
in  another  denomination,  wished  to  en¬ 
joy  church  privileges  with  us,  till  she 
could  have  those  of  her  choice.  Here, 
then,  were  found  three  ladies  only. 
What  should  be  done?  The  teacher 
knew  of  two  Presbyterians,  one  eight 


and  the  other  ten  miles  east  of  Nelson, 
who  would  be  likely  to  unite  in  the  or¬ 
ganization  if  they  only  knew  of  it.  No 
time  was  to  be  lost.  The  mules  were 
harnessed,  and  a  twenty-mile  ride  was 
taken  on  Saturday  afternoon,  but  the 
object  was  gained.  Both  individuals 
approved  of  the  organization,  and  spoke 
of  others  who  would  gladly  join  us,  but 
it  was  now  too  late  to  notify  them  so  as 
to  have  them  present  the  next  day. 

This  visit  settled  the  question  about 
a  church  organization,  and  although 
there  were  only  five  members,  it  was  a 
beginning  in  the  right  direction.  In¬ 
teresting  meetings  were  held  on  Friday 
and  Saturday  evenings,  also  Sabbath 
morning  and  evening,  and  at  2  P.  M. 
the  first  Presbyterian  Church  in  Nel¬ 
son,  and  the  first  evangelical  church  in 
Nuckolls  County,  was  organized. 

Who  says  Presbyterians  are  not  pi¬ 
oneers  ?  They  sometimes,  at  least, 
preach  the  first  sermon  in  a  county-seat 
and  organize  the  first  church.  I  wish 
they  did  it  far  oftener  than  they  do. 
And  why  should  they  not?  No  system 
is  better  adapted  to  pioneer  work  than 
our  own,  and  the  preaching  of  no  de¬ 
nomination  more  popular.  The  liber¬ 
ality  of  the  Presbyterian  system,  in 
connection  with  its  stability,  makes  it 
deservedly  popular  wherever  it  is 
known.  Why,  then,  should  there  not 
be  more  of  our  ministers  at  the  very 
front,  doing  their  full  share  of  the  mis¬ 
sionary  work  ? 

I  have  great  expectations  of  the  lit¬ 
tle  church  formed  in  Nelson.  The 
members  seem  to  feel  the  responsibility 
•of  their  position,  and  seem  determined 
to  leave  no  duties  unperformed.  The 
teacher,  without  a  word  of  advice  or 
exhortation,  the  next  morning  after  she 
united  with  the  church,  began  to  read 
the  Bible  and  pray  in  her  school.  The 
only  members  of  the  church,  within  ten 
miles  of  the  county-seat,  are  females, 
and  yet  they  desired  an  appointment 
111  i 


made  for  a  weekly  prayer-meeting,  and 
gave  the  assurance  that  it  should  be 
sustained.  The  only  family  altar  in 
the  place  is  sustained  by  a  lady  whose 
husband  is  not  pious. 

Such  examples  will  tell  in  their  in¬ 
fluence  on  others.  I  was  rejoiced  also 
to  learn  that  no  liquor  is  sold  in  the 
county,  and  the  proprietors  of  the 
county-seat  will  not  sell  a  lot  to  any 
one  who  will  eDgage  in  this  degrading 
employment.  Surely  there  is  encour¬ 
agement  to  labor  for  the  upbuilding  of 
Christ’s  kingdom,  where  there  are  so 
many  things  to  favor.  A  good,  earn¬ 
est,  faithful  minister  is  urgently  needed  | 
to  supply  this  church  and  Edgar,  a 
town  sixteen  miles  distant,  and  on  the 
St.  Jo  and  Denver  Railroad,  where  a 
church  could  be  organized  at  once,  with 
from  seven  to  ten  members. 

Who  will  come  and  occupy  these 
places,  and  help  to  plant  the  gospel  in 
this  beautiful  and  healthy  region  ?  Any 
minister  desiring  to  labor  in  such  a  field  ; 
may  address  Rev.  N.  C.  Robinson,  Sec¬ 
retary  for  Home  Missions  for  Nebraska, 
Nebraska  City,  or  D.  W.  Montgomery, 
Elkton,  Nuckolls  Co.,  Nebraska.  The 
tent  work  is  full  of  hope  and  encour¬ 
agement.  S.  G.  Clark, 

Children’s  Miss.  Tent  Preacher. 


Rev.  Sheldon  Jackson,  Superintendent  of 
Presbyterian  Missions  for  the  Northwest, 
will  preach  next  Sabbath  morning  and  eve¬ 
ning  at  the  Congregational  Church.  Busi¬ 
ness  men^and  citizens  interested  in  the  wel¬ 
fare  of  the  city  are  particularly  invited  to 
attend  the  evening  service. 

Rev.  Sanders,  of  West  Point,  gave  us  a 
call  last  Saturday.  Hereafter  Rev.  San¬ 
ders  will  favor  the  Germans  of  Fremont 
with  religious  services,  and  we  are  glad 
that  a  man  of  so  much  ability  and  energy  | 
takes  hold  of  the  matter  of  organizing  a 
church  here. 


>  -  > 


SYNOD  OF  NEBRASKA. 

According  to  the  order  of  the  General 
Assembly,  of  May,  1874,  the  Synod  of 
Nebraska  was  opened  with  a  sermon,  by 
Kev.  Nahum  Gould,  from  Hosea  viii.  12: 
“I  have  written  to  him  the  great  things  of 
my  law,  but  they  were  counted  a  strange 
thing.”  He  then  constituted  Synod  with 
prayer. 

Rev.  John  T.  Baird  was  elected  Moder¬ 
ator,  and  Rev.  James  A  Grillis  and  Mr. 
C.  P.  Dick,  Temporary  Clerks. 

The  Presbytery  ol  Kearney  overtured 
Synod  in  favor  of  a  Synodical  Co  lege. 
Liberal  propositions  were  made  by  the 
people  of  Hastings,  Nebraska,  on  condL 
tion  of  its  location  in  that  vicinity.  Mr. 
Carothers,  of  Springfield,  Ohio,  made 
generous  offers  if  it  should  be  located  at 
Beatrice,  Nebraska.  While  commending 
these  efforts  and  returning  thanks  for  the 
propositions  made,  Synod  declined  in 
present  straits  to  assume  any  financial  re¬ 
sponsibility. 

Rev.  Dr.  Dickson,  Secretary  of  the 
Board  of  Home  Missions,  being  present, 
earnestly  and  eloquently  presented  the 
importance,  claims  and  necessities  of  the 

Home  Mission  work.  From  its  very  po¬ 
sition  and  configuration,  from  tke  history 
of  its  settlement,  from  the  character  of 
its  institutions  and  people,  and  from  other 
,  circumstances,  he  proved  the  value  of  our 
country  as  a  base  of  operation  against 
the  irreligion  and  heathenism  of  the 
world.  Ho  explained  how  the  resources 
of  the  Board  of  Home  Missions  were  di¬ 
minished,  while  the  demands  upon  it  were 
being  increased. 

He  therefore  urged  the  supreme  neces¬ 
sity  of  exercising  self-denial,  olf  using  to 
the  best  advantage  ali  the  facilities  af¬ 
forded,  and  as  far  as  possible  uniting 
feeble  churches  in  contiguous  neighbor¬ 
hoods  under  one  pastorate. 

The  Narrative  of  Religion,  within  the 
bounds  of  Synod,  says  that  twenty  years  j 
ago  the  name  of  Presbyterian,  by  organ¬ 
ization,  was  unknown  in  Nebraska.  Now 
there  are  enrolled  33  ministers,  1,700 
communicants,  and  2,500  Sunday-school 
children.  Without  any  speoial  awaken¬ 


ing,  steadily  has  the  work  gone  forward, 
and  nearly  every  church  has  reported 
souls  hopefully  converted,  backsliders  re¬ 
claimed,  and  those  who  have  cast  in  their 
lot  with  us  have  renewed  their  relations  to 
ZioD.  The  Presbytery  of  Kearney  has 
increased  its  membership  fifty  per  cent, 
during  the  past  six  months.  So  far  as  we 
can  learn,  250  have  been  added  to  our  com¬ 
munion  since  the  last  report  to  the  Gener¬ 
al  Assembly. 

Synod  answered  favorably  an  overture 
of  the  Presbytery  of  Kearney  which  re¬ 
quested  that  the  entire  services  of  Rev. 
N.  C.  Robinson,  as  Synodical  Missionary, 
should  be  secured.  This  action  was  taken 
because  the  extent  and  rapid  growth  of 
the  field  required  all  his  labors  and  he 
was  thought  to  be  peculiarly  fitted  for 
the  work. 

Rev.  S.  G.  Clark  presented  an  interest¬ 
ing  and  encouraging  account  of  his  labors 
in  tent  preaching  on  the  frontier.  He 
was  recommended  to  continue  the  work 
under  the  care  of  the  Presbyteries. 

The  following  papor  was  adopted  : 

Whereas,  The  Reports  and  Estimates  of  J 
the  Committee  of  Benevolence  in  the 
General  Assembly  of  May,  1874,  were  al-  1 
tered  just  before  the  adjournment  of  the 
Assembly,  so  that  the  amount  apportioned  , 
to  the  Board  of  Home  Missions  was  re-  , 
duced  from  $470,000  to  $400,000,  and  this  ' 
amoupt  distributed  among  the  other 
Boards;  therefore,  be  it 

Resolved ,  1.  That  this  reduction  of  the 
amount  unanimously  reported  by  the  Com¬ 
mittee  of  Benevolence  indicates  at  least 
a  lack  of  knowledge  and  appreciation  of 
the  importance  of  the  work  of  the  Board 
of  Home  Missions,  of  the  wants  of  the  j 
newer  States  and  Territories,  and  of  the 
fact  that  this  work  is  fundamental  to  the 
whole  work  of  the  Church  ol  (Jurist,  and, 
therefore,  auxiliary  to  the  work  of  the 
other  Boards. 

Resolved ,  2.  That  in  the  judgment  of 
th is  Synod  the  springing  of  such  import¬ 
ant  action,  as  the  reduction  of  the  esti¬ 
mates  reported  by  the  Committee  of  Be¬ 
nevolence,  upon  the  last  day  of  tho  As¬ 
sembly,  when  so  many  delegates  had  gone 
home,  and  when  so  much  haste  was  inev¬ 
itable,  was  unwise,  as  leading  to  crude  and 
inconsiderate  legislation,  and  is  a  prece¬ 
dent  to  be  noticed  only  that  it  may  be 
condemned  and  avoided  in  the  future. 

John  T.  Baird,  Stated  Clerk. 

. . . — >  >  - - 


